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NOTE TO THE PUBLISHERS. 



New Y<»K, March 14, 1846. 

Gentlemen — 

The material of this work has been prepared in 
its present form, fr<M3i a verbal outline of facts, made 
to the writer by the narrator himself. The direct ex- 
perience of Col. King, associated as he was with the 
leading men of the whole comitry, during its most troub- 
lous times, has enabled him to impart a more thorough 
information of the condition of the people, their politics, 
habits, customs, religion, &c., &c., than has ever before 
been given to the world; while at the same time his 
long connection with the army, his familiarity with every 
part of the country, and his extensive travel, afford a fund 
of deep and thrilling interest. 

In preparing the work, I have assumed the attitude of 
the^r^^ person^ as the most forcibje method of imparting 
d\e facts contained therein to the reader ; and this state- 
ment is made, in order that the possible charge of ego- 
tism may not lie at the door of the narrator. He is 



NOTE TO THE PUBLISHERS. 



responsible only for the facts themselves ; and any imper- 
fection in the manner of presenting them, as also any false 
philosophy, or miprofitable speculation that may appear, 
must rest with the writer, who has the honor to be, 
Gentlemen, 

Your very obedient servant, 

Thomas R. Whitney. 
Memv. D. Appleton & Co. 



PREFACE 



In presenting this work to the public I have been im- 
pelled by a sense of duty, rather than a desire to place 
myself before the eyes of the world. There is a mani- 
fest necessity for information respecting the Argentine 
Republic at the present time, not merely for the satisfac- 
tion of the public mind, but also for the use of statesmen 
both in this country and Europe ; and as it is not probable 
that another person lives (save a native of the country) 
who has been so long and familiarly identified with the 
public aflfairs of that country as myself, I have deter- 
mined to lay before the world, as nearly as possible, a 
true statement of occurrences which took place during 
my residence there. In accomplishing this, I have de- 
pended, throughout the narrative, upon the literary aid of 
Thomas R. Whitney, Esq., author of " The Ambuscade," 
" Evening Hours," and other works of poetry and prose ; 
and I can frankly say, that without his able assistance the 
work would, probably, have never been presented to the 
pubhc. 

I have witnessed with pain the apparent want of in- 
formation evinced by some of our statesmen on this sub^ 
ject, and the headlong course which they seem willing to 
pursue towards England and France in the matter of the 
intervention of those governments between Rosas and the 
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fianda Oriental ; and while I would, and do earnestly de- 
precate European interference in the afiairs of the repub- 
lics of this continent, I should be equally unwilling to see 
the peace of our country endangered on behalf of a despot, 
under whatever name he may appear. The true position 
of those contending powers will be explained in the fol- 
lowing pages ; and should that explanation have the effect 
to improve the political, and consequently the moral con- 
dition of the people of the Argentine Republic, the object 
of this work will be accomplished. 
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ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 



CHAPTER I. 



Deputme from New Yoric— Fint Commiiikm m Uie Aniiy of the Ar- 
gentine RepnUio — Introduction to Gov. Lopez, of Santa F^, and Gen. 
Ramarez — ^Battle with Gen. Artegas, near the Rio Negro — ^His defeat, 
flight, and imprisonment hy Groy. Francia. 

The object of tMs w^k is to present an array of historical 
facts connected with the establishment of the Argentine Re- 
public, Boliida, and Uniguay, with an exposition of the horrmrs 
of civil contention, and the train of bloody events that have 
kept those countries, and especially the Argentine, in a state 
of confusion and terror ever since the establishment of their 
independence of the Spanish and Brazilian powers. 

The events that I shall relate are drawn from personal 
experience, and form a part of my own history, and in that 
shape I shall present them; yet as the material which I 
possess would, if minutely recorded, require volumes to 
relate, I shall, at all times, avoid such matter as is not 
directly important to the object in view, — treating the subject, 
not merely as belonging to my own history, but as the his- 
tory of the countries in which twenty-four years of my life 
have been spent, much of which time was devoted to the 
cause of civiMiberty. 

In order that my statements may be simjde and compre- 
2 
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hensive, I shall pass briefly over the events that occurred 
from the time of leaving my native land to the moment at 
which I entered the army of the Argentine Republic, and 
thence detail, successively, the circumstancesi of a public 
nature, as they occurred under my own observance or know- 
ledge ; and if it shall appear that I have at any time com- 
mitted errors of date, or in the misplacing of an event, it must 
be attributed to the treachery of memory, — as I was repeat- 
edly despoiled of my papers, and hence compelled to endite 
from memory alone. 

In the year 1817, at the age of 14 years, I left my native 
city (New York) in company with a man by the name of 
Barker, and, without a dollar in my purse, took passage for 
Norfolk, Va. Arrived there, both of our trunks^ were left as 
hostage for our passage, and we together strolled into the 
town. By the sale of a pocket-knife, we obtained food, and 
parted for the day, each seeking some means of employ- 
ment. On the following day we met, and Barker informed 
me that he had engaged himself as a schocrf teacher in the 
country. He had obtained money sufficient to redeem his 
trunk, which having obtained, we parted ; and I stood alone, 
a stranger, without employment, or the means even to pur- 
chase a meal of food. I at length took quarters at the Bell 
Tavern, where I remained a short time, when, strolling one 
day along the wharves, I found a vessel about to sail, bound 
for Baltimore ; and, wi^out ceremony, to(^ passage to that 
city. On my arrival at Baltimore, I took up my quarters at 
the hcmse of a Mr. Pitcher, hoping speedily to obtain en^doy- 
ment, or at least to make myself sufficiently usefld to render 
an equivalent for my board, but at the end of two weeks I 
was no better off ; and my host, with my ccmsent, obtained 
shipping papers, and placed me on board the brig Wycoona-. 
the landlord received my advance money, and gave me, as 
an outfit for the voyage, two shirts^ ih addition to the ward- 
robe then on my back. 
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Where the yessel was bound, I neither knew nor inquired ; 
it was all one to me. I had foolishly left my lunne, and wss 
too proud to return. 

In a day or two we set sail, and having arrived at sea, I 
found myself on board an armed vessel, but c^ what charac- 
ter I knew not; and a tlnill of terror ran through my mind 
as I reflected that I had possibly been cast among pirates. 
At each demonstration my iears increased. Every man was 
armed, and had a post assigned him : pistols, cutlasses, and 
boarding-pikes, were siqpplied, in profusion, from cherts 
which I had supposed ocmtained the clothing of sailcnrs, and 
from beneath bales and bundles of supposed merchandise 
were drawn twelve or fourteen 9*pounders, with carriages 
and equipments complete. The vessel was placed under 
li^d naval discipline, with a full complement of o£oers : dritts, 
guard-mounting, and sea-target practice, occupied the time ; 
and, apart from such light duties as were approjuriate to my 
years and inexperience, I found mys^f intrusted with the 
muster-roll of the vessel. 

After a tedious voyage of sixty days, diuing which time 
nothing of importance occurred, our vessel was brought to 
anchor before the city of Buenos Ayres ; and on the fioUow- 
ing day, myself and three others were ordered on shore as 
unfit for service. No allowance was made for my services 
during the voyage, aiid, with my wardrobe tied in a little 
bundle, I once more found myself homeless and friendless, 
in a strange land, among a people with whose language and 
customs I was unacquainted, and the prospect oi starvation 
staring me in the face ; yet even in this extremity I drew 
ccmsolation from the fact that I had escaped the fate that my 
fears liad pictured on board the vessel ; though, when I had 
learned her true character, she being about to engage as a 
privateer in the service of the Buenos Ayrean government, 
I would gladly have remained on board, for there I should at 
least have had a shelter for my head. 
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Haring been put on shore, I approached the guard at the 
end of the mole, expecting to be detained, but my miserable 
appearance rendered me insignificant in his eyes, and I was 
allowed to enter the town without question. 

I traversed the streets as ^ne bewildered, gazing upon all 
I saw with the avidity and eagerness of one who hopes 
against hope, in the desire to meet with some familiar object, 
until at length a sign-board, bearing the name of P. Flusk, 
met my eye. I knew nothing d* the Spanish language, and 
thus far in my ramHe I had seen nothing else upon the va- 
rious signs that were placed above the stores and ware- 
houses ; but here was something, which, if not English, 
seemed at least more hke what I had been accustomed to 
than any thing that I had yet met with, and accordingly I 
determined to enter the house, which, as I had supposed, 
was one of public entertainment. I inquired of a person be- 
hind the bar for the master of the house, and was overjoyed 
at receiving an answer in the En^sh language, notwithr 
standing in that answer I foimd nothing else to encourage 
me. The bar-tender told me that the master was not at 
home, and, suf^sing me a beggar, added that he had nothing 
for me ; whereupon I said I would wait till the master came 
home, and took a seat for that purpose. Finding at length 
that I was determined to remain, the barkeeper called the 
prc^rietor from another part of the house, where he had been 
from the time of my entrance. I found him to be an Irish- 
man, and at once made known to him my situation and 
wants. He said — 

" You may stay here for awhQe, but you must pay your 
board. What can you do ?" 

" Oh, I can do any thing ; give me a shelter, and you shall 
see that I will soon find employment, and be able to pay 
you." 

"Very well; I will board you. Let us see what you 
wiU do." 
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With an snxioas heart I set about seeking emptoyment ; 
but I soon found that my promise to my landl<»d had be^i 
made under a too sanguine expectation. I went from door 
to dooF) fr<Hn street to street, asking for a situatkm as sales** 
man, clerk, or any thing, but nobody understood me, and the 
universal reply was, " No le entiendo austed !" (I don't imder- 
stand you.) From day to day the same weary and unsuc- 
cessful round ; and at each succeeding night, the inquiry of 
my host, as to my success, fell heavier upon my heart, wh^i 
I knew that I -must give him the same and ofWrepeated an- 
swer — ^* I have found nothing to do." 

Two or three weeks had thus passed, and I had paid noth- 
ing £or my board. I felt sick at heart, for the idea of having 
contracted an obligation that 1 could not repay, pressed more 
heavily upon my mind than all the other evils that attended 
me. My host had been kind and indulgent, and seemed to 
take an interest in me, as well on my account as his own ; 
and one evening, after the usual fruitless efforts of the day, 
he again said to me — 

" Young man, what can you do ?" 

I said, *' 1 will do any thing that will give me an honest 
living." 

" Well," said he, " I will see if / can get you a master." 

He was as good as his word, and on the following day I 
was introduced to a Frenchman by the name of Coquelety who 
kept a fancy and perfumery store, which it was to be my 
duty to assist him in attending. 

1 soon found myself in good quarters. My master was 
kind to me, and by assiduity, 1 soon won his confidence and 
esteem ; with his wife, too, who was an amiable lady, I soon 
became a great favorite ; and it is to this family that 1 am 
indebted for all that afterwards befell me, whether for good or 
for ill, during a long series of terrible and bloody years. At 
this house I first saw a certain officer, of high rank in the 
service of the republic, who occasionally visited the family 
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of ray employer, and from whom I receiyed Dmny little to- 
kens of kindness* 

I remained with Coqudet several months ; the necessities 
of my destitution had all been supplied, my obligations to my 
friend Flusk were satisfied, and with this relief from anxiety, 
and ease of circumstances, came a restless desire for change. 
I suffered with ennui from the c<Hifinement of my shop, which 
seemed to me more as a prison-house than an asylum ; and 
al^ough sincerely gratified for the many manifestaticms of 
kindness which I had received from the family, I spake often 
and freely to Madame of my desire for more active employ- 
ment. This was at length communicated by the lady to the 
officer above-mentioned, with a request that he would, if 
possible, assist me in the attainment of my wish. This of- 
ficer had already shown me evidences of a " liking ;" and 
immediately after this announcement had been made to him, 
he sent for me, and said — 

'* My young friend, would you like to enter the army of the 
republic ?" 

Almost choking with joy, I replied— 

" Senor, nothing would delight me more." 

" Very well,'* said he, " I will see if I can obtain a flag for 
you.*' 

kfiag ! thought I, as the officer left the house. Is it pos- 
sible that I am to have a commission ! and with ^e rank of a 
Bandero at the first step ! I made no attempt to conceal my 
delight, or to check the visions of glory that flitted across my 
imagination. The officer was true to his promise, and two 
or three days af^r this interview the Su|»reme Director, Purse- 
don, placed in my hands my commission, with the words^ " Gro 
now, young man, and make your own way up the ladder 
of fortune." 

I will do it, thought I, for, although the rank of Bandero or 
fiag-bear^r is the lowest in commission in the service, I felt 
as though I had even then been placed at the head of a com- 
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mand. I had already, under tl^ tatekge of my eaij^oyer and 
bid lady, made rapid adrances in the study of the Spanish 
language, and was even now able to hdd ordinary eonversa- 
tions in that language ; the thirst for distinction was in my 
iMreast ; ,ihe thought of danger never entered my mind, and I 
considered myself qualified in every respect for the duties as- 
signed me. I was a mere boy, and kpew but little of the in- 
trinsic merits or claims of my situation upon my love of liber- 
tj. 1 only knew that I was a soldier in the army of a coun- 
try that had, like my own, driven from its shores the political 
interference of foreign power, and would willingly, Si that mo- 
ment, have defended with my Hfe the flag which had been 
so suddenly and unexpectedly placed in my keeping. Ah ! 
little did 1 dream of the horrors to which its possession was 
but the incipient step. 

I was immediately dispatched with letters to Gov. Lopez, 
then at Santa F^, and embarked on board a vessel on the 
Rio Parana. Our voyage, which lasted several days, was to 
me one of almost unalloyed happiness, checked only by the 
delay which held me from my regiment. A delay rendered 
more tedious from the singularly circuitous and serpentine 
windings of the river itself ; often leading us in its course a 
distance of twelve and fifteen leagues to accomplish a single | 
league of travel ; but the richness of the country, and the 
splendor of the scenery through which we passed, the river 
itself being studded with islands, inhabited only by tigers uad 
beasts of prey, or occasionally employed as hiding-places by 
bands of htdrones and desperadoes, would have supplied my 
mind with a ready and never-failing antidote for the tedious- 
ness of my journey, had it not been already filled with burning 
aspirations to martial glory. 

Arrived at the place of destination, I presented myself to 
Gov. Lopez, who received me graciously, and having read his 
dispatches, ordered me to cross the river to the town of Ra- 
jada, capital of the province of Entre Rios, and report to 
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Gren. Ramarez. I did as direotod, and soon after received from 
Gen. Ramarez a commissicm as ensign in his own corps. Oa 
presenting me with the commis^on, the general said to me — 

'* Anglo-American, the recommendations that you bring, 
have given us great confidence in you. I hope you are a true 
patriot." 

** General," I replied, " let my actions show to my country- 
men that I am always ready to fight for liberty." 

" It is very well," said he ; " you are now going to fight 
i^inst the Gen. Artegas." 

" Artegas ?" said I. 

" Yes, the monster who gives no quarter to the officers of 
an enemy when made prisoners." 

" Then we njust fight our way, and not become prison- 
ers," I replied. 

" True ; but do you know his mode of disposing of those 
who fall into his hands ?" 

" I have been told that he sews them in raw hide, and 
leaves them in the sun to perish." 

" You have been told rightly, and now know what will be 
your fate if taken by him in battle." 

This Artegas, famous alike for his cruelty and his bravery, 
was the first man who raised the brand of discord in the new 
republic. He was a resident of Entre Rios ; and instigated 
by the Spaniards, set on foot a rebellion against the consti- 
tuted authorities of his country. His influence and disaflfec- 
tion after a short time extended over his own province, also 
Corrientes, Missiones, and a part of the Banda Oriental ; the 
latter of which, though not a province of the Argentine, re- 
ceived the sympathies of that country, and was almost con- 
sidered as a part of their own territory. 

Having raised an army and taken a position on the western 
border of the Banda Oriental, he bade defiance to the Supreme 
Director of the Argentine ; and it was to suppress this revolt 
that Ramarez was ordered to move. 
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I was now in command of a <* flank,'' and on the following 
morning that portion of Ramarez's command to which I was 
attached was put on march. The precise position of Artegas 
was not known, hnt he was supposed to be in the vicinity of 
the Rio Negro ; and in that direction we moved, crossing the 
province of Entre Rios. On this tlay I met with an English- 
man by the name of Chapman, who held a commission in our 
corps ; and at the hour of oracum* having camped for the night, 
this man approached and hailed me as his countryman. '' At 
least," said he, "if you are not an Englishman, we both 
i^eak the mother tongue." He complained bitterly of the 
service in which we were engaged, and advised me urgently 
to leave it. <* I have had three brothers in the service of this 
people," said he, " and all have perished ; perished like 
brutes, withotkt thanks, gratitude, or blessing ; and gladly 
would I leave it, were it in my power. You are young," he 
added, *' and can yet do as you wish ; take, then, a friend's 
advice, and leave this ungrateful service." 

I replied, " I have given my word that I will see this 
country free from Spanish dominion, or perish in ^e attempt. 
I come from a free country, of which you know not. I was 
bom upon the soil of the United States, and reared under the 
protection of her flag ; civil liberty is my heritage, and for 
that I am ready to fight in any quarter of the world. My 
friend, what better service could I engage in, than that which 
is devoted to such a cause ?" 

" The cause is good," said he, " but you will get neither 
recompense nor thanks for the danger and suffering that you 
will encounter. Good-by, we shall never meet again." We 
parted, and his declaration proved true : I never saw him 
from that time forward. 

On the following day we received intelligence of the ene- 
my's position, and encamped about forty leagues from him, 

* Evening prayer. 
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where we remaiaed three days, waiting the arrival of Gen. 
Ramarez. On the arrival of the General^ he sent for me ; I 
went immediately to his quarters, when he informed me that 
he had appointed me his adjutant, and introduced me at onee 
to the officers of the staff. 

On the following morning we received (orders to march, and 
by the next evening had reached the Paso del Augua, on the 
borders of which we encamped for the night. On the fol- 
lowing day, having continued our msyrch, we came, at about 
four o'clock in the afternoon, upon an outpost of the enemy num- 
bering about seventy men, who retreated upon our ap|»roach ; 
a position was then selected for encampment, and here we 
remained until next day, when we again set forward, 
and at about eleven o'clock in the forenoon reached the 
Rio Uruguay, and had a full view of the enemy encamped 
upon the oj^posite side. Artegas's force consisted, aj[^- 
rently, of about five thousand men, our own numbering 
not over four thousand ; nevertheless. Gen. Ramarez declared 
his intention to assume at once the offensive, and dispatched a 
small corps to seek for a fording place : this was found at about 
four miles below^ and our whole force crossed immediately 
without opposition. Our enemy was in a manner surprised, 
for although he had seen our movements, he had not for a 
moment supposed that we would risk an engagement at the 
close of the day, after a long march, and against a force su- 
perior in numbers to our own ; he considered a victory cer- 
tain whenever he should choose to strike the blow, and thus 
with a feeling of triumph witnessed the crossing of the 
stream, undoubtedly regarding it as a measure that would 
place us more completely in his power. Our cavalry were 
armed with sword and carbine, and Ramarez, determined to 
give the enemy as little time as possible for preparation, or- 
dered an^ inmiediate advance, directing the onslaught to be 
made by the cavalry, with instructions to pour in a volley of 
balls, and then, casting away their gims, to charge sword in 
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hand. " Throw away your caifoines after the first fire," said 
he : "if you are victorioiis, you will find them where you leave 
them ; if you are not victorious, you will need them no more !" 
Turning to me, he said, '* Now, young stranger, you must 
show your courage, for our enemy will fight with desperation.'* 
This was to be my first action, and althou^ I felt no desire 
to avoid the danger before me, no sense of actual fear, a sick- 
ening sensation for a few moments held possession of my 
fstculties, and the blood seemed chilling about my heart ; this, 
however, soon passed away, and at three o'clock the engage- 
ment commenced : it was one of ferocity and carnage. The 
charge lasted about three-quarters of an hour, when the en- 
emy's clarion sounded a retreat, which commenced in the 
greatest disorder. A pursuit was ordered, and continued lor 
a distance of five leagues, as saiiguinary in its character, in 
comparison with the numbers engaged, as that of the pursuit 
of Napoleon from Waterloo ; many prisoners were, indeed, 
taken, but hundreds were slain during their flight, and so 
complete was the d^aute, that the Spanish general fled in 
despair. Passing through Corrientes, into Paraguay, he was 
confined by Gov. Francia in a convent, where he died in 
disgrace. 

On the following day, Ramarez took occasion to compli- 
ment me for my part in the engagement. '* You have done 
well," said he, *^ but it is nothing to what you must yet do. 
I am now called to the Argentine Republic, will you follow 
me ?" " Senor," said I, " you have been my best friend, 
you have conferred upon me honors that I have not earned, I 
have nothing but my sword and my energy to depend upon, 
and you may always depend on me." 

We recrossed the Uruguay, a^id returned to Santa F6, 
where we again met with Gov. Lopez ; he invited me to his 
house, and questioned me about my own country, its govern- 
ment, customs, laws, <&c., to all of which 1 answered as well 
as my limited information would allow. He inquired partic- 
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Qlariy as to whether it was true that the soldiers of the Uni- 
ted States were subject to the civil law, and could scarce 
credit me when I told him that the highest military officer 
of my country was liable to be tried before a civil court for 
any offence against the laws. His surprise arose from the 
fact that in his own country the meimest soldier is beyond 
the pale of the civil authorities ; whatever may be his crime, 
he is punishable only upon the decision of a court-martial, or 
the order of the commandant of his regiment, or division ; 
and the ytse dixit of those officers is not unfrequently substi- 
tuted for a trial, where caprice or temper chooses to dictate. 
Hundreds of good, fellows have been hurled into eternity by 
the summary process of an order given in a moment of pas- 
sion, and executed by a file of men. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Mardi to Buenos Ayres — Flight of the Supreme Director, Pursedmi — 
Gen. Carrere's Expedition towards Chili — Battle between Carrere and 
Ramarez — Rout of the latter — Treachery of Gen. Ecbagua — Battle 
near the Villa de los Ranches — Death of Gen. Ramarez. 

The seditious Artegas having been efiectnally quieted, and 
securely shut up by Gov. Francia, Ramarez was now called 
upon to turn his forces in a very different direction. Purse- 
don, the Supreme Director, the man who gave me my first 
commission, was suspected of treasonable correspondence 
with the Italian Duke of Luca, the object of which was sup- 
posed to be the conversion of Buenos Ayres into a mon- 
archy, and the placing of the Duke upon the throne. 
Whether he was guilty or not — whether in despair of ever 
uniting the provinces in a peaceful and happy confederation, 
he had chosen the other alternative for one of them — whether 
the whole suspicion was unfounded, or whether he had, like 
a traitor, sold or bargained for the sale of his country — I had 
no means of knowing, nor did I inquire. I was still a boy, 
proud of my position in the army, and followed where my 
commander led me. In consequence of these suspicions, 
Gen. Ramarez had received orders to march upon Buenos 
Ayres, and after a stay of about three weeks at Rajada, our 
division recrossed the Parana, leaving Gen. Echagua in com- 
mand of the post. Landing near Santa F6, we commenced 
our march southward, over the vast pampas^ or prairies, lying 
on our way to Buenos Ayres. Our march was uninterrupted, 
and unmarked by any incident of importance. Large fiooka 
d[ avestruses (a hixi resembling the ostrich) frequently cross. 

3 
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ed our path, affording amusement for the men, who often 
caught them with the lasso, and al^er robbing them of their 
rich plumage, allowed them to go free again. We also met 
occasionally with small herds of the guanacca, a graceful 
animal of the lama kind. 

Following the course of the Parana and the Plata, we ar- 
rived, after a tedious march of twenty-three days, within sight 
of the city of Buenos Ayres ; her tall spires glittering in the 
sunlight as proudly and as coldly as when their' lofty fanes 
waved above the houseless head of the wandering and 
friendless boy. But how different the fortune of that boy ! 
But a short time since he was cast upon her shores in humility 
and destitution ; — ^he now approached in power, as one who 
shall hold her to her fealty, and his heart swells with honor- 
able phde. Such were my reflections, as I gazed once more 
from the distance upon the city of Buenos Ayres, and a feel- 
ing of proud satisfaction filled my breast as I thought of the 
contrast of my present position with that of the moment when 
I was thrust penniless and friendless within the mazes of her 
interminable thoroughfares. I thought of the weary, tedious^ 
toilsome da3rs that I had there passed. I thought of old 
Flusk, Coquelet, the good lady his wife, and last, though not 
least, the man who kindly bade me " make my own way up 
the ladder of fortune." Poor fellow ! he seemed now to have 
reached the highest round that he might hope to attain, and 
was already rapidly descending by the opposite side. 

We encamped the same day near the Coralles de Misera- 
tea, or slaughter-yards, which lie in the suburbs of the city. 
By the following morning some thousands pf the citizens 
had voluntarily joined our standard, and on the third day our 
army marched into the city without opposition. Pursedon 
had fled to Monte Video, the people proclaimed us liberators, 
and we were soon quietly in quarters in the various parts of 
the town. 

Anxious to see my old friends again, I obtained leave of 
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absence for thVee days, and immediately called at the house 
of Coquelet ; but I shall not attempt to describe the expres- 
sions of astonishment and delight with which I was greeted 
by Madame as I entered the shop, wearing the uniform of an 
adjutant in the republican army. Flinging both hands above 
her head, and with eyes straining as though they would 
start from their sockets, and set the house on fire with their 
very brilliancy, she exclaimed — 

" Seiior Quino,* es este usted !" 

I replied, " Si, Senora, yo soi." 

She shook my hand with great glee, praised my uniform, 
talked of my promotion, declared I should be governor yet, 
and finally insisted that I should spend my whole 'Meave" 
at her house. This, however, could not be done, and after 
taking breakfast with them, I sallied forth to make my obei- 
sance to Flusk and others who, like them, had known me in 
less propitious times. 

My three days of leave were not yet expired, when Gen. 
Ramarez received orders to move forthwith against Gen. 
Carrere, who was then on his route to Chili, with the view 
of revolutionizing that country, and we were soon once more 
on the move over the pampas, with the prospect of a march 
of about two hundred leagues before us. 

This Carrere was a native of Chili, of high family, — a 
family that had been supplanted in its authority by the family 
of O'Higgins. Two of the General's brothers had some 
years before been shot in the province of Mendoza, in the 
Argentine, for what cause I know not, and the one now on 
his march to his native country for the purpose of establish- 
ing what he considered his family right, had a short time 
previous to this landed at Buenos Ayres, on his return from 
the United States, and with plenty of funds, began gathering 
an army of adventurers in the interior, for the purpose of 

* Quino is the Spanish orthography and pronunciation for the English 
proper name King. There is no K in the Spanish language. 
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crossing the Cordilleras into Chili. This movement of Car- 
rere, the government of the Argentine felt called upon to 
check, and it was for that object that the division under 
Ramarez was ordered to march. 

Our route lay across the province of San Luis towards that 
of Mendoza, still over the pampas, and was diversified, as 
before, with foraging hunts, chasing of avestruses as they 
came in our way, and occasionally meeting caravans of tra- 
ders, with their immense wagons, drawn by six, eight, and 
sometimes ten bullocks. From one of their caravans we 
learned that Carrere was quartered with his army at the 
Punta de San Luis, in Mendoza, then about ten leagues dis 
tant, and on the next day our advance was hailed by one of 
his pickets. 

Carrere, hearing of our approach, and supposing our divi 
sion to be a reinforcement that he was expecting, had drawn 
up his whole force on a rise of land outside of the town, 
waiting to receive us. We saw him in his position at the 
distance of a league, when, probably discovering his error, 
his troops were suddenly marched into the town again. 
Whatever may have been the object of this last manoeuvre, 
it deceived our general into a belief that Carrere wished, 
from some cause, to avoid an engagement ; and we continued 
to advance upon the town. As we came near, we saw that 
barricades had been hastily thrown across the streets to pre- 
vent our entrance, and the enemy drawn up behind them. 
Gen. Ramarez, who was as impetuous as brave, determined 
upon an immediate assault, and without a moment of breath- 
ing time, a party was sent forward, by which the barricades 
were carried, under a murderous fire. The charge was then 
sounded, and as every man dashed forward into the fray, in 
^ve minutes the action became general and furious. Among 
the foremost, and most determined of our troops, was a com- 
pany commanded by a young man named Mariano Boedo, 
dn officer who, by his bravery in battle, and his amiability 
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out of it, bad made himself the favorite and beloved of his 
whole division ; indeed, there was not a coward in the whole 
army, and our men fought on all sides with ferocious impetu- 
osity : but it was of no avail ; the enemy had the advantage 
in numbers and position, and in less than an hour our army 
was repulsed with severe slaughter. Our retreat was, how- 
ever, conducted with order, and believing that our enemy 
would not venture into an engagement upon the plain, we 
halted at a distance of about two miles, and encamped. We 
bad scarcely got settled, however, when our pickets gave 
information of a movement on the part of the enemy, which 
seemed like preparation for a sortie, and our force was at 
once put in an attitude to receive them. The day was ex- 
cessively hot ; and, apart from the fatigue of the first assault, 
our men were sufiering with thirst, as not a drop of water 
was to be found in the vicinity of our camp. The feverish 
agony of the wounded under this privation was terrible, and 
the last words of the dying were, in beseeching tones, agua ! 
agua ! (water ! water !) 

At two o'clock p. M. our anticipations of an attack were 
realized ; the main body of Carrere's cavalry charged at full 
gallop upon our lines, but the shock was such as caused their 
foremost squadrons to reel and tremble ; they were thrown 
into a disorder that gave us a momentary advantage, and 
which we lost no time in pressing ; the utmost enthusiasm 
prevailed ; and Ramarez, always at points of the greatest 
danger, rode from place to place giving orders, and cheer- 
ing the men by his voice and example. For half an hour 
we sustained the assault with every prospect of success, when 
Carrere threw in a fresh reserve of about five hundred men, 
and drove us a second time from the field. In this engage- 
ment I received a severe wound on my left wrist, completely 
disabling the bridle hand, but I held the reins in my teeth, 
and continued to do my best until our clarion sounded a re- 
treat. It was now our turn to suffer the horrors of a pursuit, 

3* 
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seemingly equal to that which we had imposed upon the fly* 
ing army of Artegas ; exhausted, and overpowered as we 
were with thirst, our men became an easy prey to the exasper- 
ated and comparatively fresh troops of our pursuers, and 
hundreds of them were put to the sword. 

The pursuit continued for a distance of near five leagues, 
when our enemy, supposing that our force was completely 
and hopelessly broken, sounded the recall and returned to the 
Punta. 

Our scattered troops were now collected, and out of an 
army of about two thousand two hundred men, who marched 
in the morning against the Punta de St. Luis, but one thou- 
sand five hundred could be found, many of whom were 
severely and some mortally wounded. Thus in one day the 
objects of the campaign were frustrated, and some seven 
hundred as brave men as ever set foot in stirrup, fell in de- 
fence of the republic : buf, disastrous as had been the day, 
the sanguine demon of war was yet unappeased — ^the worst 
of this fearful campaign is yet to be told. 

The evening came down upon us in its most lovely attire ; 
the scorching sun had sunk quietly down below the western 
horizon, leaving an ocean of ethereal gold stretching far 
. away up in the western sky ; while on the other hand, far as 
the eye could reach, across the vast unbroken pampas, the 
full, round, rising moon seemed laboriously to lift hev« form 
from the very earth ; then, resting her broad disk for a mo- 
ment upon the plain, rose gradually and softly into the sky. 
And not more welcome to the weary traveller of the desert, 
is the green spot and the fountain, than were the refreshing 
shadows of this hour to our famishing and sulSering troops ; 
in every direction they were seen sipping from the grass the 
scant nectar of the dew-drop, or cutting the moist verdure 
and squeezing the delicious but stinted draught into the palms 
of their hands for drink. 

A most touching incident here occurred, which for a time 
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riveted my attention. There were two brothers in one#f our 
regiments, who were natives of Santa F^, and who had 
been with us ever since I entered the service. They were 
quite young, the eldest being not over twenty-three years of 
age, and the younger, I should think, less than twenty. Both 
of them had been severely wounded in our last engagement, 
and the younger lay extended upon the grass, evidently dy- 
ing. His brother, whose wound was a deep sabre-out upon 
his thigh, was unable, both from the nature of his wound and 
from exhaustion, to stand, but with the assistance of two of 
his comrades he had been carried and placed by the side of 
the dying youth ; there, as the only means in his power of 
alleviating the sufferings of his brother, he had gathered the 
grass within his reach, and was bathing his parched lips with ) 
the cool moisture which it contained. 

The flesh of such of our horses as had been disabled in j 
the battle, furnished an evening repast ; for although cattle 
are found wild and abundant on the pampas, none had fallen 
in our way, and our men were too much exhausted to search 
for them, or indeed for food of any kind. 

In our disasters we had lost camp equipage and every 
thing, save what each man carried about his person, so we 
went into bivouac with the starry heavens for a canopy, and 
the earth for a bed : our pickets were set, and without camp- 
fires to tell of our whereabout, the men were dismissed to 
quarters, and sank exhausted upon the ground, in the antici- 
pation of an unbroken repose. 

A council of officers was now called : and when all wer« 
assembled, Gen. Ramarez addressed them in an eloquent and 
patriotic manner. After dwelling upon the cause in which 
we were engaged, the objects of our campaign, and the dis* 
asters that had attended it, he expressed an opinion that Car- 
rere would not permit us to escape with our present force, 
if it could by any possibility be prevented, and asked whether 
it was the wish of the officers, if again attacked, to continue 
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our Ikfence, and make one effort more for victory. The 
unanimous response to this inquiry was yes ! and it was im- 
mediately arranged, that in case of another disaster, all who 
survived it should assemble at the Villa de la Ranehos, about 
thirty leagues distant. The council then broke up, and, my 
wound having been dressed, I threw myself upon the grass, 
and was soon lost in a broken slumber. 

My sleep was, however, of short duration, for at about 
midnight our outpost came rushing in in a body, with infor- 
mation that the troops of Carrere were again advancing up- 
on us. Immediate preparations, as well as could be in our 
broken condition, were made to -receive them ; and in about 
ten minutes from the report of the picket, the assault com- 
menced, in the broad, bright moonlight. Overpowered as we 
were by quadruple numbers, our troops seemed as determined 
as ever, and contested their ground inch by inch, until Rama- 
rez, perceiving that to continue the engagement would but 
court a general massacre, again ordered a retreat, and direct- 
ed all who could to save themselves. Our whole division 
was now completely disbanded, and each man sought the 
readiest means of safety in precipitate and irregular flight. 
Giving the command " follow" to a few who were about me, 
I turned from the field, and with them took the direction of 
the Villa de la Ranchos. 

It is needless to depict the sufferings that we endured upon 
our route, which lasted several days, through an enemy's coun. 
try. On the first day of our flight, we found what had been 
a small stream, but now the excessive heat had dried up the 
limpid current, and left nothing but small, miry pools, grown 
almost fetid in the sunlight : but even this was a luxury ; and 
\ falling upon our knees, we laved our burning lips in the warm 
liquid, and sucked the miry mass between our teeth. Each 
day our numbers increased by the acquisition of little bands 
of our dismembered army, who were all travelling to one 
point ; and when we had reached within about two leagues 
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of the Villa, our force numbered about seven hundred, almost 
famished and dying men. Gen. Ramarez, whom we had 
supposed lost, was among the last to join us, having, with a 
part of his sta^f and a few soldiers, kept the rear on the 
wbole route, and thus in a manner covered our retreat. 

We now looked upon the moment of rest and relief as at 
hand, and the spirits of all rose in proportion. Our body was 
halted at night, for the pnrpose of making preparation to en- I 
ter the town in a becoming and appropriate manner ; and at 
sunrise the line was formed, the regiment reviewed, and the 
column about to move, when a caravan of traders, who had 
just left the Villa, reached the spot which we occupied on 
the road. From them we learned, to our infinite horror, that 
Echagua, whom we had left in command of the post at Ra- 
jada, had raised the standard of sedition, and was then quar- 
tered at the Villa de la Ranchos, halting on his way to meet 
us, and expecting to hem us between his own force and that 
of Carrere, by whom we had just been defeated. We now 
considered all as lost. Escape was impossible, defence hope- 
less, and death to all seemed inevitable. Consternation was 
depicted on every face ; but indignation for the traitor soon 
took the place of dread : and every heart gave a determined 
response, as our leader exclaimed, " My friends, but one way 
is left, we must now fight for our lives /" Our first step was 
to secure the carts of the caravan, which were about thirty 
in number, and very large. Of these we formed a barricade, 
leaving a hollow square, intended as a place of retreat, if 
driven to such a necessity. Three or four of the bullocks 
by which the carts had been drawn, furnished a meal for our 
almost starving company ; and before Echagua was aware 
of our position, we were greatly improved in condition, both 
of body and mind. In the course of the morning a foraging 
party fi'om Echagua rode within half a mile of us, and after 
a moment's halt, wheeled, and returned to the Villa on a full 
gallop. They had discovered us ; and at nine o'clock we 
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heard the long-expected clarion of the traitor. He was ap- 
proaching us from the town ; and when at the distance of 
about a quarter of a mile, halted his column, and sent in a 
flag of truce, demanding an unconditional surrender. The 
reply of our brave general was, that we would never surren- 
der to a traitor ! As we had expected, this reply brought 
down upon us an immediate and heavy assault. Our little 
complement of seven hundred men were drawn up outside of 
our barricade, to oppose a force of near three thousand. But 
our situation was one which drives men to desperate deeds ; 
besides, we were too proud to exhibit to the minions of 
treachery the slightest indication of dread. 

The assault was bravely met by our noble fellows, and if 
we suffered from the onslaught, our enemies were not un- 
scathed, for many a miserable traitor at that hour bit the 
earth in the agonies of death. Our ammunition was soon 
nearly exhausted, and after the first show of resistance, we , 
took shelter, from their overpowering numbers, within the 
enclosure of our breastwork. Here, from loopholes cut 
through the bottoms of the carts, which had been placed upon 
their sides, v^ poured such a well-directed fire, that our as- 
sailants found it prudent to retire beyond the range of our 
guns. They had secured the remaining bullocks belonging 
to the caravan, and sat down at a short distance, determined 
to starve us to death. Thus imprisoned, we remained all 
that day, and the following night, without food or drink. The 
si^erings of the wounded were extreme ; and early next 
morning a council was called, at which it was proposed that 
we should send a flag of truce, with an offer of capitulation. 
The proposition was at first strenuously opposed ; but the 
agonizing cries of our suffering companions, begging, with 
their dying gasp, for " water ! water !" wrought upon the 
hearts of our most determined men, and we at last reluctantly 
consented to adopt that course. The brave and beloved Capt. 
Boedo, of whom I have before spoken, was selected as oui 
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messenger for the occasion ; and he left the breastwork just 
as a large body of Echagua's troops had commenced a move- 
ment towards us. Seeing the flag, they halted at a distance 
of about three hundred yards ; Boedo met them, delivered his 
message, and was instantly brought out in front of their col- 
umn, his hands were tied behind him, and, without further 
ceremony, he was shot before our eyes ! This murder was / 
instantly followed by a headlong assault, and at the same 
time arose from our retreat the agonizing yell of hopeless 
vengeance. The cold-blooded act of cruelty and perfidy ren- 
dered most of our companions almost frantic with rage, and 
they fought with such desperation and slaughter that our ene- 
mies were once more forced to retire, and with them, to our 
astonishment, some forty of our own men rushed from the ^ 
enclosure, and attempted to cover their desertion in the gen- 
eral retreat ; few, however, accomplished their design, for , 
they were a close mark, and the carbines of our indignant 
troops brought many of them to a disgraceful death. Another 
council was now called : the sufferings of the whole body 
had become intense, officers and men had become perfectly 
desperate, and it was resolved, that, rather than stay there, 
dying inch by inch, we would make a sortie, and fall upon 
the sabres of our enemy. Gren. Ramarez, the good, the brave 
man, was alone in opposition to this measure. " Gladly," 
said he, " would I give my own life as a hostage for so brave 
a gang, would such an act appease yon bloody monster." 
His words were interrupted at this moment by the discovery 
that our barricade was on fire, whether by accident or design 
I know not, but the fiames rose and crackled so fiercely 
among the dry timbers and wood- work of the carts, that to 
stay them was impossible. The whole body rushed forth ; 
and in an instant we were fighting for life on every hand, 
the enemy having completely hemmed us in a common cen- 
tre. During the fray I received a blow upon my breast from 
the butt end of a musket, which fractured my ribs, and felled 
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me to the ground. In attempting to rise, I was instantly- 
seized by two men, and, on looking about me, I discovered 
several of our friends prisoners like myself, and among them 
Gen. Ramarez. 

The fight lasted but a few moments, yet the ground was 
strewn about me with the dead and dying, for so long as a 
man had been found in the attitude of resistance, he was put 
to the sword. Poor Ramarez ! his fate we all knew. No 
ceremony was required by these butchers, and without trial, 
or even the calling of a council to give his death the color of 
an execution, as soon as the skirmish was over, he was led 
before the little remnant of his own army, his arms pinioned, 
a guard at his side, and a file of soldiers following in his rear. 
Clasping my hands, to heaven I whispered a prayer for Ms 
soul. No word was spoken ; but as the brave man knelt be- 
-fore his murderers, he cast upon me a long, an earnest look, 
which I shall never forget, and at the next instant fell dead 
before me. The butchery of the gallant officer was accom- 
plished, but the hellish purpose of his murder was not ap- 
peased. The lifeless head of Ramarez was severed from 
his body on the spot, and, as I afterwards learned, was sent 
as a trophy through the seditious towns of the republic. 

The prisoners were now all stripped of their clothing, ex- 
pecting momentary death, — an expectation not at all allayed 
by the repeated assurance of our captors, that they would 
" shoot us by and by." The merchandise of the caravan, 
which Ramarez had ordered to be held sacred to its owners, 
was now taken possession of by the soldiers of Echagua ; 
the prisoners were placed under an escort, and we left the 
place of blood, not knowing at what moment we should be 
called upon to join our lost comrades in the regions of eter- 
nity. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Tieatment as Prisonen — Gren. Busies — ^Desperate Fight in a Fanner's 
Caral—JoBmey to San Luis — Fato of the Chilian Carrere. 

The whole Bumber of prisoners taken at this time was j 
about three hundred ; being all that remained of an army of 
more than two thousand men, which but a few days before 
had marched from the city of Buenos Ayres in all the pride of 
conscious right, and with the firmest guarantee of a successful 
campaign. The prisoners had been divided into different 
parties, and were marched in different directions. The party 
in which I was placed, consisted of about twenty prisoners ; 
and was given in charge of a detachment numbering about 
three hundred men, who took up their march indirectly to- 
wards the city of Cordova. On the way we suffered the priva- 
tions of hunger, thirst, and nakedness ; for our conductors, 
when short of provisions or water, never troubled themselves 
about the necessitiesof their prisoners ; and in addition to these 
privations, we were for some time subject to the wanton 
sneers, taunts, and insults, of those who had us in keeping. 
One deaf man in particular, who was often at my side, seemed • 
to take especial pains to convince me that he had no very 
deep-seated regard for my comfort at least. Twenty times a 
day that fellow would approach me, and, placing his mouth 
at my ear, as though I had been as deaf as himself, would 
scream out with the most impudent air imaginable, " Ahora , 
te degoUiara,^^ (Pll cut your throat directly.) At length, how- 
ever, we became so accustomed to their jeers, that they were 
made the subject of jest among ourselves. And our tor- / 
mentors, finding that they no longer annoyed us, finally laid 
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them aside ; and, in lieu of abuse, gave us each a blanket to 
cover our nakedness. 

After journeying over a winding and circuitous route, going 
from hamlet to hamlet for about fifteen days, and when near 
Cordova, we learned, at a small village where we halted, that 
Gen. Bustes had then an army in campaign, marching to- 
wards Rio Quarto ; and also that parts of his army were at 
that time scouring the country in the neighborhood of where 
we then were. This was to us grateful news ; and we 
openly prayed that it might be our fortune to fall in with some 
of his troops, and thus find means of release from our cap- 
tivity. Nor were we long in doubt on that score ; for, on the 
following morning at daybreak, our guard, who never took 
the trouble to establish pickets at night, awoke in astonish- 
ment at finding themselves the prisoners of one of Bustes' 
divisions. The tables were now turned ; and, in a spirit of 
retaliation, I did not hesitate to assure my deaf tormentor, in 
his own words, that I would " cut his throat directly." 

We were soon conducted to a little village near at hand, 
where Bustes was then quartered ; and the general, on hear- 
ing that I was among the captured, sent me an invitation to 
call at his quarters, which I immediately complied with, 
having in the mean time been supplied with clothing and 
food. As I entered his room, he arose courteously to meet 
me ; and extending his hand, he said — 

**^ Ah, my young friend, I am glad to find you ! I have 
heard that you are a brave lad ; and now you must sit down 
and favor me with the particulars of your last campaign." 

He had heard of our discomfiture at the '^ Punta de San 
Luis," and also of the treachery of Echagua ; but when I 
told him of the butchery at the Villa de la Ranches, and the 
cold-blooded murder of the brave Ramarez, he arose from his 
seat, and muttering a threat of vengeance, paced the floor in 
an agitated manner. Seating himself again in a few mo- 
ments, he said— 
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*' These are troublesome times, young man, and I perceive 
that you have suffered not a little with the rest ; but if you 
feel able, in your present condition, to take the field again, 
you shall immediately have a commission, with the same 
rank that you held under your friend the Gen. Ramarez." 

This prompt and friendly offer I was reluctantly compelled 
to decline ; reluctantly, because nothing gave me more de- 
light than the excitement of active duty. But at this time I 
felt myself totally unfit for the arduous duties of a campaign. 
Suffering from the effects of my wounds, and almost reduced 
to a skeleton with hunger, toil, and the fatigue of a long and 
uninterrupted march of some sixteen days on foot, it was 
with difficult that I could walk ; I therefore told him, after 
an expression of gratitude for his kind offer, that at present 
it would be not only imprudent but ungenerous in me to ac- 
cept, inasmuch as I should, by that step, make myself a 
hinderance and a burthen to him, rather than a benefit. 

" Well," said he, " you shall do as you {dease. I am now 
collecting my forces, and shall immediately move on to Cor- 
dova, and establish my head-quarters. You shall, if you 
please, go with us ; and I hope that good care will restore 
you to speedy health." 

I there lefl him, and returned to the quarters that had been 
set apart for my late companions and myself, where we re- 
ceived all the attention and care that it was in the power of 
our Mends to bestow. On the next morning, all being ready, 
we commenced our route towards Cordova. I was placed in 
one of the carts of a caravan that was travelling with goods 
to Chili ; the owners of which had, for safety, placed them- 
selves, for the present, under the protection of the army, 
which was moving in the same direction. One of these men, 
with whom I became acquainted, was an Englishman by the 
name of Luke Crasey ; and as this man's fortunes became, 
soon after, for a time, identified with my own, it is not inap- 
propriate to introduce him at this time to the reader. 
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We arrived safely at Cordova, and had been there about 
four days, when information was brought to Gren. Bustes that 
Carrere was concentrating his whole force in the valley of 
the Rio Quarto to meet him. The general again sent 
for me ; informed me of what he had learned, and re- 
newed his offer of a commission as adjutant. My health 
had by this time become much improved, though I was still 
weak, and unfit for service. The wound upon my breast was 
painful and even dangerous,* yet the longing for activity, and 
more especially the desire to place myself once more in op- 
position to Carrere, induced me to accept. Our general, who 
was also anxious to measure his strength with the man who 
had defeated Ramarez, and made himself an enemy of the 
republic, determined, as soon as he had learned of Carrere's 
whereabout, to meet him on even terms, and accordingly our 
army was en route over the country, in a southwestern direc- 
tion, with the least possible delay. 

In consequence of my ill health, I was placed with a small 
body in the rear-guard ; having also under our charge the 
carts of the caravan, and a few loads of provisions. My new- 
acquaintance Crasey was among our number, with his mer- 
chandise, and also an En^ish boy, about 16 years of lage, by 
the name of Walker, who stated that he was a nephew of the 
then British consul at Philadelphia, in the United States. 
The whole number of our squad consisted of about fifty men, 
all told ; and, as we travelled slower than the cavalry, we 
were frequently at the distance of one and even two leagues 
behind the main body. Our route had been marked out for 
us, and we had only to follow it as fast as we might. 

* From the effects of this wound the author has never recovered. The 
blow by which he received the injury was so heavy as to sliatter the 
glernum, or breast-bone, and dislocate four of his ribs. Imperfect sur- 
gery, and continued severe bodily exertion immediately after receiving the 
injury, prevented a perfect reunion of the parts, and he snflbiB severely 
fiom its efkcis up to the present time. — [Ed.] 
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On the second night of our march, we had passed the last 
range of hills which lie between Cordova and the level coun- 
try in the valley of the Rio Quarto. The anny had halted 
about a league ahead ; and we encamped for the night near 
a farm-house, having as yet discovered no trace of Carrere's 
army, but expecting certainly to find him on the following 
day. Having cooked and eaten our suppers, a guard was 
posted, and our party (several of whom were, like myself, 
invalide) threw themselves upon the ground and in the carts 
for repose. The night passed away in perfect quiet, but at 
daybreak next morning our camp was surprised by a scout 
of about one hundred well-mounted cavalry from the enemy. 
Our sentinels gave the alarm, but they were almost upon us, 
with fearful odds. At about one hundred yards in our rear 
lay the farmers' coral, or cattle-yard, and to that we betook 
ourselves, to avoid being trampled to death by their horses, 
for we had not an instant to mount our own, or to make prep- 
aration for a bold and open defence ; and on this spot occur- 
red another of those ferocious and bloody scenes which have 
so long marked the progress of war in the republics of the 
south. It is a singular fact, that while the Spanish descend- 
ants in those countries are usually regarded as positive cow- 
ards, there is not a more fearless race of men on the face of 
the whole earth ; indeed, I may say, that the two prominent 
characteristics of that people are, first, to value their life as 
nothing ; and, second, to value their honor as every thing, 
especially in their dealings between man and man. As 
friends, they are seldom treacherous ; but as enemies, they 
are vindictive and coldrblooded. But to return. 

The low fence of the cordl, though it saved us from be- 
ing overwhelmed, exposed us to their fire from four sides ; 
and if we had been a horde of wild beasts, they could not 
have delivered their death-dealing balls with more determined 
aim. Fortunately, every man of our party had his carbine and 

pistols, and some were armed also with swords ; and the fire 
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<rfjour enemies was returned with equal resolution. Our as- 
sailants cajne so near that their horses' heads were projecting 
over the fence, yet, with all their strength of number, they 
would not dismount, and attack us hand to hand. Enyek^[>ed 
as we were most of the time with the smoke from the guns, 
gave them also an advantage over us, as they had but one 
point upon which to direct their fire, while every shot from 
us would be at random, unless the person firing approached 
the fence in order to see his object. This continued for half 
an hour ; many of our comrades lay dead, and few there were 
who had escaped a wound, when, our ammunition being ex- 
' hausted, further resistance was hopeless, and several of our 
party, throwing down their arms, presented themselves as 
prisoners to the enemy. Once more I was deprived of lib- 
erty, and, with my associates, stripped of clothing as before. 
Thirteen of our number lay dead in the coral, literally piled 
in a heap near the centre ; and among them was my own ser« 
vant Pasqual, who had been given to me by his mother, on 
the Banda Oriental, immediately after the battle with Artegas, 
near the Rio Negro. The poor fellow had served me faith- 
fully, and through all my hardships thus far had been a par- 
taker. When the noise and tumult of our fight had ceased, 
we heard distinctly occasional reports of firearms, apparently 
at the distance of a league, in the direction of the main body, 
and were informed that Garrere had fallen upon Bustes with 
his whole force, and would tear him to pieces ; though it 
subsequently appeared that their meeting was attended with a 
skirmish only, which lasted about one hour, without any deci- 
sive result. The party who had taken us, whether from appre- 
hension, or by a previous arrangement, led us in a direction 
from the two armies, and towards Cordova, taking every thing 
along with them ; but, after moving a distance of about three 
leagues, they halted, and began rifling the carros (carts) of their 
contents, and loading their persons and horses with the plun- 
der ; then throwing the carros in a heap, they set them on fire. 
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It is well to State a little incident which occurred at this 
tinae. The traders who pass between Buenos Ayres and San 
Juan frequently carry barrels of rum from the latter, where 
it is manufactured^ to the former, and as the barrels are valu- 
able, they are preserved, and returned by taking diem care- 
fully to pieces and tying the parts of each barrel in a bundle 
by itself. Some of these bundles were found in one of the 
carts, and our captors supposed that we had money conceal- 
ed in them. They asked us if there was money in the bun- 
dles, and were answered in the negative ; when we were 
ordered by the leader to stand up in a row. " Now," said 
he, '' I shall open the bundles, and if money is found in them 
you shall all be shot for telling me a lie." Poor Walker, not 
knowing whether there was money concealed or not, fell upon 
his knees, exclaiming, ^^ Por Dios, no me mdtar /" (For God's 
sake, don't kill me !) This only confirmed their suspicion, 
and the cords were cut, but no money was found in the bun- 
dles. 

Each man then took what he could carry about him ; 
but, as they were unable to take every thing, they selected 
such as would be most convenient to carry, and destroyed 
most of what remained. They then renewed their march, 
compelling the prisoners to follow on foot ; but after some 
two hours' travel, finding that the sick and wounded were an 
incumbrance, they selected six of our number, who were or- 
dered to follow them, and the remainder were left behind. 
Young Walker was one of those whom they took with them, 
and I never heard of him afterwards. Crasey and myself, 
with others, were set at liberty. Not knowing what course 
to pursue, Crasey proposed to me that we should first return 
to the carros, and see if any thing had been left that could be 
made useful. I agreed ; but the irest of our company deter- 
mined to take the route towards San Augustin, and run the 
risk of being taken prisoners. Crasey and myself returned 
to the spot where the carros had been destroyed, and among 
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the rubbisli, half buraed, he found a blanket and a hat ahnost 
rimless ; and I found a remnant of scorched calico, of which 
we made covering for our bodies. Crasey also found a box 
containing a magic lantern, which had belonged to his own 
stock of valuables ; whereupon he uttered an exclamation of 
joy — " Here is a prize worth its weight in gold," said he ; 
" with diis we can pay our way, and be independent, if we 
ever come where there are any people." 

" That may be true," said I ; " but go where we may, / 
shall be likely to find enemies ; my name and person are too 
well known to pass current among the enemies of the repub- 
lic, who are swarming in this region." 

" As for your name, you are not obliged to tell that," he 
replied ; " and your person is, I think, sufficiently disguised 
to evade the scrutiny either of friend or foe ; so you have lit- 
tle to fear on that score." 

** Very well, we must go somewhere, for I have no idea of 
finishing my days on the pampas, with nothing but a cotton 
rag about me. If Bustes has not been beaten, he will con- 
tinue about the Rio Quarto ; and by moving in that direction, 
we may meet with him, or some of his scouts ; or, if we fail 
in that, we may keep on to the P0ita de iSan Luis, which, to 
the best of my knowledge, is the near^Vpoint of any note 
after we have reached the Quarto." 

We accordingly determined to take that course, and, in 
case we missed our friends, to reach if possible that place, 
and hope for the best ; but in what direction it lay, neither 
of us could with certainty tell. We had found among the 
ruins a remnant of salt beef, from which we made a supper ; 
and, t3dng the remainder in a rag, determined to spend the 
night where we were. On the next morning we commenced 
our journey westward, and somewhat at random. We crossed 
the Rio Quarto, but saw nothing of troops ; and in the 
course of the day we came upon a settlement of three 
ehdzas, (huts.) To the people we represented ourselves as 
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trarellers, who had been stripped of every thifig by banditti. 
They gave us food ; but were too poor to help our wardrobe. 
From them, however, we learned the direction to the Punta ; 
also, that it lay at a distance of at least fifteen leagues. We 
continued our route for several days ; occasionally meeting 
wi^ an isolated ch6za ; at the last of which, we learned 
that Carrere had some time sinoe left the Punta de San Luis ; 
and that the place was then in the command of Lieut. Col. 
Sautus Ortb, an ofBcer with whom I had become acquainted 
at Santa F6, and who, though opposed to the confederation, 
I believed to be personally my friend. I determined, how- 
ever, to use precaution and disguise. As we approached the 
town, a slight shudder came irrepressibly over my frame : we 
were traversing the very road by which Ramarez had a short 
time before led us, to the disastrous onslaught of our last 
campaign. This I mentioned to my companion ; and pointed 
out to him such points of interest as came to my mind. There 
was the hill, occupied by Carrere's army when he first dis- 
covered us ; there were the streets, where stood the barri- 
cades, and through which our squadrons rushed like a whirl- 
wind, scattering blood ; yonder fought the brave Boedo ; in 
^at avenue, Ramarez, fighting like a lion, was unhorsed by 
a fall, but recovered in an instant ; and near the same spot, 
at the comer of yon chdza, I received this cut upon my wrist. 
How difibrent were my sensations from those with which I, 
on the second time, approached the city of Buenos Ayres ! 
My first visit to this place, was in a moment of pride and 
panoply : now I drew towards it with a calico rag about my 
person, scarce sufficient to cover my nakedness, and with a 
sense of reluctance that would have better become a thief on 
his way to the justice. I thought, by way of consolation, of 
the necessary and natural " ups and downs" of life ; but, after 
all my philosophy, I could not resist the conclusion, that I was 
getfing my share of the " downs" in a lump. I was, how- 
ever, but a novice as yet. 
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On our arrival, we entered the town with the humlKty of men- 
dicants. We applied at a house in the suburbs, within a few rods 
of the place where I received my first wound, and told our story 
of distress, which obtained for us a litUe cast-off clothing and 
food. And having clad ourselves in more becoming habiliments, 
I agreed to join with Crasey in the exhibition of his magic-lan- 
tern ; partly from necessity, but mostly as a means of conceal- 
ing my true character, until I should know better what course to 
pursue, and whether it would be safe to make myself known to 
Col. Ortis. We accordingly took lodgings, and announced oui 
exhibition to take place on the next evening. The time ar- 
rived ; and Crasey having borrowed a sneet for the purpose, 
placed it against the wall of a room, and while he made a 
display of his fantastic figures, I was stationed at the door of 
entrance to receive un medio chelin entrado, or sixpence, as 
the price of admission. Our audience quite equalled our ex- 
pectations ; and from the receipts of the evening, we realized 
a profit of about three dollars. The next evening wh agaia 
exhibited, with like success ; but at this exhibition came C<d. 
Ortis himself, who, notwithstanding my disguise, recognised 
me. " What !" he exclaimed, " my old friend !" then check- 
ing himself, he added in an under tone : " Call at my house 
when your exhibition is over ;" and without saying more, he 
passed into the apartment. His tone and manner gave me 
an assurance of safety, and, without imparting my object to 
Crasey, I followed the colonel to his residence. As soon as 
we were alone, he said — 

" How came you here ; and why are you so employed t 
Have you so soon got tired of the army ?" 

I related to him all that had passed up to the time of our 
meeting, when he said to me- — 

" You have had rough usage, and I am glad to see you 
again, alive. You cannot remain at this place in safety, 
however, unless you see proper to join us ; if you will do 
so, I will obtain a commission for you." 
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" Senor," said I, "as you are my friend, do not invite me 
to such a course ; I can never bear arms against the repub- 
lic." 

" Then, as a friend, I advise you to leave the town forth- 
with. Your safest course will be to San Juan, where you 
will probably find friends ; and as no disguise is better than 
your present employment, you can at the same time ensure 
concealment and obtain subsistence, by exhibiting your lan- 
tern in the villages through which you pass." 

I promised to take his advice, and left him. 

Returned to our lodgings, I communicated all that had 
transpired to Crasey ; and after some hesitation he consent- 
ed to go, although th^ distance before us would be about one 
hundred and fifty leagues, most of which must undoubtedly 
be travelled on foot. The country through which we were 
to pass was, however, far dififerent from the dreary and un- 
inhabited pampas which we had traversed during the greater 
part of our late journey. Our route would now lie along the 
range of the Cordilleras, with numerous villas in the way, 
and water and provisions abundant ; besides, I had great 
hopes of falling in with some detachment of the army of the 
republic. But little preparation was necessary for the jour- 
ney ; and after three or four days of rest, we turned our 
backs upon the city where I had suffered my first military 
disaster — a disaster which had seemingly paved the way to 
a long succession of evils and privations. 

It may be well to state here, what occurred with Bustes 
and Carrere after my last capture. As before stated, the two 
generals separated without coming to a decisive engagement. 
Bustes received dispatches from Cordova which called for 
his immediate return ; and after dispatching messengers to 
Mendoza and San Juan, advising the commanding officers of 
those provinces of the advance of Carrere towards Chili, and 
urging them to be prepared to^ intercept his march, he re- 
turned again to Cordova. Carrere moved on, crossing the 
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Rio Quarto and entering the province of Mendoza ; but be- 
fore he had reached the foot of the mountains which lie 
along the western termination of that province, and which 
divide it from Chili, he was met by a powerfid force ; and af- 
ter one of the best contested battles ever fought in the coun- 
try — a battle which lasted during the whole of one day and 
a part of the next — ^his army of renegades was beaten, and 
himself taken prisoner and shot, at a small village near the 
town of Mendoza, where his brothers had met a similar 
death some years before. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The CordilleraB — Afreet and Imprisonment at San Juan — Liberation — 
Army of co-operation for Alto Peru — Gov. Arouz — ^War between the 
Provincee of Salta and Tucuman — Great Battle of Tucuman. 

Those who have never traversed the region of the Cor- 
dilleras, can form no estimate of the majestic splendor of 
their scenery. The wild ravines, as witnessed from above, 
seem sinking down into an abyss of eternal night ; the lofty 
swnmits, rising peak on peak, stretching far away up into the 
very vault of heaven, and with their caps of snow standing 
in bold relief from the dark blue sky beyond, and contrasting 
strangely with the rank and cheerful verdure of the fore- 
ground ; the dizzy precipices, along which winds many a 
path, alone accessible to the sure-footed and patient mule ; 
the beetling rock, which seems as it would topple from its 
lofty base, and bear destruction in its course ; the soft and 
sleeping vales, where lie the peaceful hamlets of the vendi- 
miadorsy with their green vineyards and farms ; the rustic 
villages and the occasional j>ampa^, covered with cattle that 
have never felt the galling yoke, or owned submission to the 
rapacious grasp of man ; all, in one stupendous whole, com- 
bine to strike the soul and thrill the mind with awful admi- 
ration. At evening, the Ave Maria of the muleteer, as he 
clambers the rough pathway, and the distant sound of the 
vesper-bells rising in melody from the spire of the villa ca- 
thedral far below, are heard mingling with the music of the 
mountain waterfall, and float in unison away upon the soil 
atmosphere of the gorgequs sup^et. This, however, is but 
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one view of the picture ; more beautiful perhaps, but less 
sublime, than when the storm is up : when the winds rush 
and groan in frantic fury along the rough sides of the moun- 
tains, startling the long and dark ravines with their wild 
moanings ; or when the thunder with its terrible voice shakes 
the entire fabric to its base, and makes the whole foundation 
tremble. In such scenes are realized the words of Byron, 
where, speaking of the Alpine storm, he says — 

" The sky is changed ! — and such a change ! Oh night, 
And storm, and darkness, ye are wondrous strong, 
Yet lovely in your strength, as is the light 
Of a dark eye in woman ! Far along, 
From peak to peak, the rattlmg crags among. 
Leaps the live thunder ! Not irom one loue cloud. 
But every mountain now hath found a tongue. 
And Jura answers, through her misty shroud, 
Back to the joyous Alps, who call to her aloud !" 

Through scenes like these my companion and myself 
moved on, taking, as occasion offered, a ride of a league or 
more upon the carro of a trader or a farmer, and stopping, as 
often as our finances required, to make an exhibition of our 
lantern, when, at the end of two months, we arrived at the 
city of San Juan, which I found in the hands of the Inde- 
pendents. There I became acquainted with Alexander Tay- 
lor, a Scotchman, who was by occupation a distiller, and who 
carried on his business in the city. This man so far won 
my confidence that I made myself known to him, and gave 
him an undisguised account of my history in that country. 
My fellow-traveller Crasey, who was a jeweller by trade, 
commenced business s^oon after our arrival, and found good 
employment at the setting of diamonds and other precious 
stones. 

I had been at San Juan about a month, when one evening, 
being in company with Taylor and an Irishman, a quarrel 
§TOse between them, which resulted in a challenge given by 
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the Irishman to Taylor. Taylor, however, refused to fight 
him, and the Irishman entered a complaint against him to 
the civil judge ; and, as I had been present at the quarrel, I 
was summoned to gire my declaration. ' I accordingly ap- 
peared before the magistrate, and gave a plain statement of 
what had occurred. Taylor was decidedly in the wrong in 
the whole affair; and, as I told the truth, my testimony was the 
cause of great offence to him. The examination being over, we 
went home ; and, on the foUowing day, I was not a little 
surprised on receiving an order to appear before ^e military 
chief of the town. The order was presented by a sargentOy ac- 
companied by two soldiers ; and I was politely informed that 
they would conduct me to his Excellenza. I followed them 
accordingly ; and, having arrived at the quarters of the Co- 
mandantky he immediately asked my name, which I promptly 
told him. Then, without further hesitation, he said to me, 
" listed esta arrestado,^ (You are arrested.) Knowing too well 
the usages of the country, I asked no reason for my arrest ; 
and was forthwith imprisoned " incommunicable,^ (or without 
the privilege of communication with any one.) I now felt 
that I was a victim to the treachery of Taylor — ^bdt there 
was no help for it ; and in this place I remained about one 
month, my only food being boiled beef and water. At the 
end of a month, the officer of the guard entered my cell, and 
told me that the governor had sent for me. This was the 
first person with whom I had spoken since the first moment 
of my incarceration. I told him I was ready ; and imme- 
diately started under a guard for the sala 6 camara de recep- 
don, or audience-chamber. 

I saluted the governor on entering the apartment, and he 
spoke to me in a tone of kindness, which persuaded me that 
I had fallen into good hands, and raised my hopes of an im- 
mediate liberation. There were many persons in the hall at 
the time engaged with the governor on business, and I stood 
apart waiting his leisure. Others came and went ; until at 
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the end of two hours, being for the first time unoccnpied, he 
arose, and said, ** Be kind enough to follow me." I obeyed ; 
and he led me, without speaking another word, to the Caredj 
or nnder-gr<mnd prison, connected with the building in which 
we then were ; and, calling an officer of the guard, said 
to him, " Take charge of this man. You have your or- 
ders." 

My heart, late so buoyant with hope, fell, at these words, 
with the heaviness of lead; fori well knew, that in thes^ 
cells were confined none but prisoners of state, few of whom^ 
ever quitted their incarceration but to meet an execution in 
the prison-yard. Thus confined, the prisoner awaits in soli- 
tude the decision of a despot. From day to day, from hour ' 
to hour, perhaps for months, he may remain ; and when, al 
length, an officer enters the prison-house, holding a sealed 
packet in his hand, and invites the prisoner forth, none know 
its contents, until the parties have reached the yard. Here 
the packet is opened : if it direct his release, he is set at 
liberty ; if it command his dea^, he is immediately shot. I 
was at once placed in a cell, entro porto, (or between two 
doors.) My cell being about four feet wide, by twelve in 
length, with a small grating at the top of the wail over one 
of the doors through which I could see in the distance the 
snow-clad summits of the Cordilleras, and a corresponding 
grating at the opposite end from which I could see only the 
tops of the orange-trees in a neighboring garden, with their 
golden fruit flashing in the sunlight. 

During the time -of my imprisonment in this place, which 
lasted three months. Gen. Bolivar had conmienced his move- 
ment for the liberation of Peru from the bonds of its Spanish 
viceroyalty ; and Lt. Col. Calderon, a native of Alto (or upper) 
Peru, was preparing at San Juan a small expedition, with the 
view of joining Bolivar's army. This officer had heard of 
me through the governor, who had twice visited my cell, for 
the purpose of learning to what extent I had acted wiUi the 
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anny of the Confedexation. He had also questioned me as to 
the place of my birth, and the history of my life before entering 
the service of that country ; and Calderon expressed a wish that 
I might be liberated, for the purpose of joining his expedition. 
This was denied : Calderon, however, continued his efforts, 
setting at work every influence that could be brought to bear 
upon the governor to t)btain his consent ; and at length he ob- 
tained permission to visit me. He accordingly came to my cell, 
where we had a long conversation. He told me of the ef- 
forts he was making in my behalf, and of the object for which 
they were made. I thanked him ; but said — 

** Senor, I am now a subordinate officer in the army of the 
Argentine Republic. How can I meet your proposition con- 
sistently with my duty to the republic ?" 

" My young friend," said he, "I know you better than you 
suppose. You are a native of the United States of North 
America — you love freedom, and have fought bravely for this 
republic — but you are now a prisoner ; and where is your 
army ? In a word, who shall protect you ? who shall save 
you from death ? I am a native of Alto Peru, and I desire 
to see my country free. Bolivar is coming to our aid — ^I go 
to join him. Look at your prison !*' he continued, glancing 
around him, " what can you do for the cause of liberty while 
shut up in this dingy hole ?" 

" Nothing, senor ; but I hope for release." 

" But wlio shall release you ? Nay, who shall tell at what 
moment you may be led to the Coral de muerte ? (the yard of 
death.) Say, then, that you will go with me, and follow my 
fortunes, and I promise you not only freedom, but a commis- 
8i(m as captain in the patriot army of Alto Peru." 

What he said of my helpless condition was, indeed, too 
true. No means of release was at hand ; the prospect of 
death was constantly predominant, and my heart swelled with 
gratitude, as I rejdied — 

" Senor, you may command me. Let me but be placed in 
5» 
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the ranks of those who fight for constitutional freedom, and 
my hand shall never falter." 

He took me eagerly by the hand, saying, " That is right ! 
that is right ! You shall soon hear from me again." 

He then left me ; and on the next day I was summoned to 
appear before the governor, where I again met Gol. Calderon. 
The governor stated that he had consented to my release on 
condition that I would leave the country, and join Calderon's 
expedition. I replied, that I would do so ; and soon after 
left the hall^ company with that officer. 

Here I must pause to make an expression of gratilude to 
two unknown friends. The fact of my imprisonment, and 
something of my history, became soon known to many of the 
first families in San Juan ; and during my confinement the 
prison fare of boiled beef and water had been often suji^lant- 
ed by an abundance of more luxurious and dainty foo4. 
Whence it came, I never could learn ; but, after my release, 
I found reason to believe that my gratitude for this anonym 
mous kindness was due to a lady by the name of Dona Ma- 
riana Oros. On leaving the prison, I received, also anony- 
mously, a doubloon, which I afterwards supposed came from 
Dr. Aman, a native of my own country, who had married a 
lady of San Juan. 

With this money, and a trifle from Calderon, I was enabled 
to clothe myself in a cheap but respectable garb ; and in 
two or three days, Calderon, taking three of his officers and 
myself, started for Alto Peru, leaving his little force under 
the major's command, with orders to follow forthwith. We 
rode from post to post, until we arrived, on our way, at the 
city of Tucuman, capital of the province of that name, and 
were immediately presented to Don Bemivia Arouz, governor 
and captain-general of the province. This gentleman, I 
found, to my surprise, knew me (like Calderon) ^* better than 
I had supposed." He expressed much satisfaction at finding 
me the companion of his friend, and engaged in the cause of 
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Peravian freedom, " Your country," said he, " has set a 
glorious example to the people of the South, and we are de- 
termined to profit by it, though the struggle is long-ccmtinued 
and severe, — a struggle that is protracted^ and made doubly 
terrible by the ambition of separate states. It would seem 
that we shall never have rest ; for even now the adjoining 
province of Salta, which lies between this and Peru, has, 
^irough the ambitious views of its governor, Ouemez, declared 
war against my own province. I am preparing for defence ; 
but Ouemez is powerful, and God only can tdl ti» result." 

" Senor," said I, " the country which gave me birth, owes 
its power and perpetuity to its unity of action ; should our 
states rebel against the general government, and strive for a 
separate existence, the prosperity of that country would be 
lost forever." 

To this he made no reply, but renewed hb testimonials of 
kindness by furnishing me with money ; and as it was im- 
possible for us to pass through Salta during its present ex- 
citement, he provided quarters for our party in the best houses 
of the city. Having now the means, I lost no time in pro- 
curing a uniform becoming my rank, and immediately found 
myself in a position which gave room for the enjoyment of 
social pleasure : the first, indeed, that I had known during a 
period of about six years, which I had now spent in the re- 
publics of South America. Our evenings were passed at 
iertulias de beda and tertulias de conversaciones, (balls and con- 
versational parties,) and I entered into the spirit of their en- 
joyments with all the eagerness and gusto of one who had 
been long severed from the cheering influences of civil life. 
Surrounded with beauty, fashion, and luxury, and with the 
most distinguished and wealthy for my companions, I went 
on through the torrent of gayety with a bewildering sense of 
happiness, and, for the first time since I had taken arms, 
looked forward with a feeling of discontent to the moment 
when I should receive orders to renew our march. 
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Sereral days had thus passed, when Gov. Aronz sent an 
invitation to Calderon and myself to see him in private, at hu 
residence. We went, accordingly, and the governor infomied 
us that Ouemez had been so foolish as to suppose that he 
could at a single blow crush the government of Tucumaxi ; 
also, that he was at that moment approaching, with a strong 
force, and a determination to sack the city ; that in view of 
this determination he had not only promised full license to 
his soldiery, but so sure was he of success, that he had induced 
hundreds of the citizens of Salta to follow his army, prepared 
with carros, (carts,) trunks, and boxes, to carry away the 
property that should fall into Uieir hands. 

" These are horrible facts," he continued ; " but you wiU 
readily suppose, gentlemen, that the governor and the people 
of Tucuman are not prepared to give up their city without 
making an effort to defend it. I feel that we shall have a 
Woody time of it, and as you cannot take part with us with- 
out compromising your neutraHty, and perhaps bringing d&wn 
upon the country for which you are engaged the enmity of 
Ouemez and his government, it is well that you should leave. 
You are of the advance-guard of Humaguaca, (the last village 
of the Argentine,) and you may escape our slaughter by a 
passage through the monte de nogals, I will furnish you witli 
passports and horses." 

Finding that Calderon made no reply, I said — 

" Governor, I cannot desert your city under su<jh circum- 
stances ; and if I cannot unite with your army in its defence, 
I may perhaps serve you in a different manner." 

« Do you wish to see us pillaged, and our pec^le given to 
the sword ?" said he. 

" No, Senor ; but if my efforts can be of any avail, to pre- 
vent so fearful a calamity, they shall not be wanting." 

Calderon determined to remain, and we set to work assisting 
in the additional preparations necessary to save the city from 
pillage. The citadel, which lay outside the town, was al- 
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leady stron^y garrisfmed, and eyery preparatioa had been 
made ibr an ordinary defence, but something more was now 
wuiting to protect the women, children, and property of the 
citizens, from the horrors of a saqueo. Every man and every 
boy that could hold a firelock was forthwith armed ; each 
house became a fortress ; and even upon the tops of houses, 
preparations were made by which the women could hurl 
stones and other heavy missiles upon the heads of the enemy. 
On the next day the enemy approached. The doors of the 
houses were barricaded, the windows closed, and a fearful 
silence, broken only by the occasional passing of small bod- 
ies of troops, pervaded the whole city. The stillness was 
awftil, boding terror ; every thing that could be done for 
safety had been done, and the people now only awaited the 
bursting of the impending storm. I had taken my post at the 
house of the governor, who was now with his troops ; determined 
to defend that at least, to the last extremity, and in the event 
of the dreaded pillage, to protect his family. With a num- 
ber of his family, I had ascended to the house-top ; and from 
that spot we witnessed the approach of Ouemez, wiA his 
army, followed by a train of some three hundred carros, pro- 
Tided for the conveyance of booty. His first assault was 
upon the citadel, which lay in full view before us ; but after 
a short attack he entered the city, driving the garrison like 
sheep before him. 

I had hoped to see a more resolute defence of the citadel, 
sufiicient at least to have weakened the force of their assail- 
ants before reaching the town ; but when the garrison gave 
way, widi scarce an efibrt at defence, I felt as though the 
wretch would surely accomplish his purpose. 

I had seen war in its most sanguine forms — had been 
through battle after battle, literally wading in blood — ^yet 
never till now had my nerves trembled, or my heart qimiled, 
at the thought of danger. I saw Ouemez' strength — I saw 
his hellish preparation — and, as he approached, my frame 
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diivered with fear for the helpless and the young; yet I 
strove, with the best effort in my power, to sooth the terri- 
ble apprehensioiis of the females, who were clinging around 
me. 

As the enemy entered the town, he was met by fresh 
troops and militia, who disputed their ground, inch by inch, 
for a long time, but at last gave way. Carnage fdlowed upon 
every side ; Ouemez' troops separated, carrying death and 
havoc through the various streets ; and, above the uproar of 
the battle, as they were met by small bands of troops and 
citizens fighting for their firesides, arose the shrieks of wo* 
man, and the groaning prayers of die aged* The work of 
pillage had commenced, houses had been forced, and their 
owners murdered upon their own sills, when Gov. Arouz, by 
a vigorous effort, rallied his scattered soldiery ; and, falling 
in desperation upon the main body of Ouemez' army, drove 
them from their position. New life was given to every heart, 
and new vigor to every arm, by this success ; and the brave 
fellows, cheered by the shouts of their friends, and by the 
women, who, with streaming eyes, waved their handkerchiefs 
from the housetops and the windows, never lost their advan- 
tage, until the enemy was forced from the town, and the rem- 
nant of his army pursued to his own province. 

The battle over, our company descended from the house-* 
top ; and I went into the street to assist in removing the 
wounded and dead. The scenes that presented themselves 
in all directions were such as are calculated to wring the 
heart, and cause it to mourn over its utter helplessness to . 
give tangible relief. The legitimate field of battle, after a 
contest, is horrible enough with only its pictures of dea^ 
and bodily suffering ; but here we saw all x}f that, with the 
addition of mental agony, presented in every form, and in 
the utmost depth of excess. Wives, seeking their husbands, 
and fiying from street to street with heads uncovered, and 
^eir loose hair floating on the wind ; or, having found the 
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cold remnant of the object of their search, shrieking in de- 
spair, or bending in silent agony orer the dead body. Moth- 
ers, pale and haggard with dread, inquiring for their sons ; 
sisters frantically calling on the names of their brothers, and 
children seeking their fathers, — were incidents attending the 
close of this battle, which -the soldier is, fortunately, not 
often called upon to witness. On the one hand, I saw a 
husband and wife bearing their wounded son to his home. 
They had placed him in a chair, and were thus conveying 
him along the street, but before they reached their house, he 
had breathed his last. On the other hand, I saw a lovely 
girl, upon her knees in the street, by the side of her dead 
brother, and the piercing tones of her voice, as she exclaimed, 
" My God ! my brother ! my God ! my brother !" thrilled on 
the inmost fibres of the heart. Scenes like these were con- 
stantly passing before me ; and in all directions the sombre 
padre mi^t be seen kneeling to receire the last confession 
of some dying man. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Jonmefy throvgh S^Ita to Ifvma^tiaca^-Deteiition by Gov. Ouemex — 
The great CaoradQ de HumagiMca — ^The ou^poet on the border of 
Peru— Expedition into Alto Peru, under Col. Buteres — Oran — Gov. 
Civilia — March to the province of Tarija. 

While waiting the return of Gov. Arouz, we passed most 
of our time in visiting the hospitals, which were crowded in 
every ward with the wounded and dying, rendering such as- 
sistance as lay in our power, and soothing the lacerated feel- 
ings of the anxious or hereaved relatives and Mends. At 
the end of eight days the governor returned, and told us of his 
success. 

" I could have laid waste his province," said the governor, 
" so complete was the dkroute ; but when I had driven the 
tiger to his lair my object was accomplished, for I scorned to 
visit upon his people the horrors that he would have inflicted 
upon mine. You may now, I think, proceed in safety on 
your journey." 

It may be well to state that the forbearance and generosity 
of this man towards a brutal foe, were equalled only by his 
bravery. He was a man of the 4nost unflinching and 
deliberate courage ; and indeed no qualities short of these 
could have saved his city. We congratulated him upon the 
result of the assault, and the preservation of his city from the 
worst horrors of pillage and assassination, and with an ex- 
pression of wishes for his future tranquillity, withdrew to pre- 
pare for our departure. 

The next day the governor gave us passports recommend- 
ing us as oflicers of the advance-guard, and, as we must pass 
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thnragh Satlta, pledging his honor to Ouemez that we had 
taken no part in the battle of Tucuraan. 

Having provided ourselves with servants, we took leave of 
the governor and his family, and departed. Passing over the 
TOQie taken by the retreating army but a few days before, we 
met at evdty mile the evidences of a sanguine pursuit, the 
ground being literally strewn with the bodies of men, horses, 
wrecks of carros, and other equipages of ^e discomfited 
troops. Our road to Saha lay by the way of the little villages 
of Arenas and Cancho ; at the first of which we spent three 
days; during which time I became acquainted with, and 
much attached to, the Lieut. Col. Don Pablo Latoir6, a gen- 
tleman of good family, and of whom I shall have future occa- 
sion to speak, in connection with the affairs of the Argentine 
Republic, at an important era of its history. Often con- 
versing with him, and from being sometimes the object 
of his hospitality, a settled friendship grew up between us, 
and when we parted it was with mutual and earnest good 
wishes. 

After eleven days from Tucuman we arrived at Salta, and 
immediately presented ourselves to Gov. Ouemez. We found 
him, as may be supposed, in no very good humor after his 
defeat, and he received us in a most surly and uncivil man^ 
ner. He spoke of the recent battle in the bitterest terms of 
disappointment and chagrin, and swore that he would sacri- 
fice every man in his province but that he would have re- 
venge on Tucuman. After a short interview, he said — 

" You will please to leave your passports with my secre- 
tary, and call on me again." 

By so doing we became but one remove from prisoners, as 
the requiring of our passports was indeed only a polite way 
of telling us that we should remain during his pleasure ; but 
there was no alternative, and we placed our passports, as de- 
sired, in the secretary's hands. On leaving the house I in- 
quired of Calderon, who in fact cared more for pleasures and 

6 
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dresa than any thing else, what he thought of owe pr99i»i 
position. He replied — 

*^ I should tMnk little of it, provided we had plenty of fm^." 

*^ Well," said I, " my capital amounts to about one hal^ 
ounce, (half-doubloon,) and if the governor intends to keep 
us long, we had better be shut up at once, for th^n we shaU 
at least be supplied with the caldo y came, (soup and boiled 
beef.") 

Calderon only laughed at this sally, and we returned, to oar 
lodgings. 

We had waited several days without calling on Ouemez, 
when I was at length visited by his adjutant, who informed 
me that his exceUenza would be pleased to see me alone. I 
accordingly called on him the same day, and met with a 
much more agreeable reception than on our first visit. He 
addressed me as captain, (a title which I had held by 
courtesy from the first moment of my joining with Caldercm,) 
and said — 

" I have heard of you before, and have now sent for yon to 
converse on a subject of interest to yx)VL as well as myself. 
I kept your passport in order to gain time to make further in* 
qoiries respecting you. I have done so, and am satisfied that 
you are a brave man and a good officer." 

I acknowledged the compliment with a bow, wondering all 
the time what he was aiming at. He continued : 

" I have now in my service a valiant French officer, who 
has served with Napoleon Bonaparte. He is forming a regi- 
ment of Lanceros ; and I have arranged that you shall, if you 
{dease, take a company under his command. What say 
you r 

I felt myself in an awkward position ; to refuse would be 
to give, perhaps, a deadly offence, and accept I could not. 
I was standing near him at the .time, and with ray eyes hem 
upon the ground, I replied — 

" Se£k»r, I thank you, but beg that yon wiU excuse ma 
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whwL I decline your liberal offer ; I have pledged my honor 
to the service of Alto Peni> and am bound to the advance- 
guard at Hmnagoaca, now under the command of Gen. Urde- 



The last words were spok^a with emphasis, and at the 
same time lifting my eyes they were met by his, but it is im- 
possible to describe the look of fury which they flashed xxpon 
me. It was evident that he had not expected a refusal on 
my part Rising hastily from his seat, he walked heavily 
twice across the room, then stopping before me, he said — 

^ Young man, do you know that I can make a major of 
you?" 

^' Yes, seior; but you must excuse me. I cannot break 
my promke." 

He again paced the room, seemingly uncertain what course 
to pursue ; but at length said, in a calmer tone, " You have 
done right. I will send your passport, and you may march 
to Humaguaca." 

He was true to his word. On the following day our pass- 
ports were all sent in to us ; and we forthwith set off among 
the hiUs, over a rough and stony road, towards the city g( 
Jujuy, where we arrived the next day, and were inunediately 
presented to Lieut. Gov. Dabida. 

We were now within thirty leagues of Humaguaca, and the 
governor informed me that Calderon and the rest would re- 
main for the present at Jujuy, but that myself and attendants 
must hasten on. " The secretary will have ymir passports 
ready at three o'clock," said he, " and you must proceed 
eariy to-morrow morning. The case is too urgent for cere- 
mony, and you may leave without despedida" (formal leave- 
taking.) 

Here I became acquainted with a man named Godfrey 
Poniard, a native of the island of Guernsey, with whom I 
had a short conversation, the burden of which was his suffer- 
ings through the acts of the government, by which he had 
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been almost hopelessly ruined. This person is here intio- 
dneed, that the reader may remember him at a future time. 

On the following morning, accompanied by two soldiers as 
attendants, or servants, I crossed the river Jujuy ; and com* 
menced my journey, which, after a ride of about six leagues, 
lay through the wonderful ravine known as the Cavrado de 
Humaguaca, This cavrado, or chasm, which was formed 1^ 
a convulsion of the earth, extends for a distance of about ten 
leagues, varying in width from a space of one hundred yard* 
to that of a quarter of a mile, and presenting one of the most 
wild and singularly diversified curiosities of nature. The 
opening of the earth has left a ravine waUed on either side 
with immense and \a&y palisadoes of jagged rock, broken 
here and there with gaping chasms, through which the 
mountain-streams dash and foam, on their downward course, 
into what might be aptly termed ^e regions of Erebus^ 
since all below is impenetrable darkness ; and how far into 
the bowels of the earth these streams may dash and fret, in 
their downward passage, is beyond the estimate of man. 

Strange as it may seem, man has set his foot, and built 
his habitation, within this pass of gloom ; and the occasional 
spots of earth, occupied and cultivated by Peruvian mametas 
and tatetas, formed a singular contrast to the natural wildness 
of every thing about them. Nevertheless, here they live and 
di#, unknowing and unknown, unmolested and imcared for. 
At one of their rude habitations I sto|^d for the night ; and, 
to my surprise, was served with a meal of the first potatoes 
that I had eaten in South America ; as, in the first place, 
this vegetable was a scarcity in the country, in consequence 
of the effect of the civil wars on agriculture ; and, in the next 
place, the fare of their soldiers in the service is generally 
beef for breakfast, beef for dinner, and beef for supper ; or, 
perhaps, beef only when you can get an opportunity to eat it. 
I have often lived many months at a time without the variety 
even of bread of any kind. The potatoes, at this time, 'v^ere 
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senrednp in a sorted soup called ektmpasUay 9xA it was truly 
delicious. These people never receive any compensa^n 
for llieir hospitality. But our beds were made of our horse- 
blankets ; of our ricados (saddles) we made pillows, while for 
cefvermg we used our ponchos, a kind of cloak, which is made 
by cutting a hole through the middle of a piece of cloth, the 
edges of ^e apertures being ^en hemmed, and supfdied with 
a drawing riband. It is worn by passing the head through the 
<mfice, and allowing the garment to fall around the person, 
reaching generally below the knee. 

Omtinuing our journey, we arrived at Humaguaca at about 
fomr o'clock in the afternoon. I reported myself to the officer 
of Ae day, who announced my arrival to the commander-in- 
chief ; and, having delivered my letters, I was presented to 
Gen. Urdemeni, recognised as captain, and on the fidlowing 
naming, as the regiment formed, was placed in command of 
a company. 

Gen. Urdemeni was a Peruvian by birth, who had seen 
much service. He was a man of noble and excellent parts, 
strongly attached to the cause of freedom, for its own sake, 
and at that time full of zeal and hope for the liberation of 
his own country from the Spanish yoke ; yet, with all this, 
possessing all the harsh and unfeeling attributes which seem- 
ed to characterize the commanding officers of South America. ' 

It will be remembered, that Humaguaca was a town in the 
Argentine, on the immediate borders of Peru. Onalietta, the 
commander-in-chief of the Spanish forces in the neighboring 
district, had established « strong post on his own territory, 
about twenty leagues from Humaguaca ; and I was ordered, 
with sixty men, to an outpost at about six leagues distant, in 
the same direction, so as to be almost upon the dividing line 
of the two coimtries, where, as I had been told by Gen. Urde- 
meni, I found my duties extremely harassing, as scarcely a 
day passed without some little skirmish with small parties 
from the enemy's side. The affairs of the rev(duti<Mi made 

6* 
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as yet but slaw progress towards ihe upper boiders of Pern ; 
and I was c(Hitinued at the outpost some eight or nine mootbi 
before being recalled. 

When Gen. Urdemeni ordered me to this outpost, I had reh 
monstrated on account of the condition of my health, having 
suffered for more than a year with the chueha, (fever ai^ 
ague,) but he replied, by saying — 

" You are a foreigner ;* I can trust you." 

Soured in temper, with my sickness, hardships, and ill 
usages, I felt little of the spirit of kindness for any one, and 
less desire to associate with any of my kind. I had as yet 
met with nothing but reverses and toil ; and in all my sutifer^ 
ings, from year to year, not the sound of a single sympathetic 
voice had fallen upon my spirit, to check or soften its gromag 
asperities. No compensation had I ever received, and my 
clothing was little better than rags. I became moody aad 
taciturn ; and often in my most sombre moods I drew my 
g€trro (cap) over my brow, and wrapped myself closely 
in my own miserable thoughts. At such a time none ven^- 
tured to approach their comandant^, and at such a time I 
have thrown my bull's hide upon the ground, apart from my 

* It may seem singular that the general should place more confidence 
hi a foreigner than a native ; but it must be made known that the officezB 
from Peru had not yet been tried, and some doubts existed as to whether 
ait of them were true friends to the patriot cause, and lidlling to su^r 
exile and confiscation in case that cause should be unsuccessful. The 
others, being from the upper provinces of the Argentine bordering on 
Peru, were in an equally equivocal position. For the narrator, as a for- 
eigner, it is presumed the general had fixed upon two (what he supposed 
to be) good reasons why greater dependence could be placed on him. The 
first was, that being a foreigner, and thus, m case of treachery, cat off 
finom the sympathies of the people of both countries and all parties, with 
nothing to gain, and every thing to lose by such an act, there was little 
fear of his being unfaithful ; and, second, as a citizen of the United 
States, and a known advocate in the cause of civil liberty, there was on 
that account good reason to believe that hejrould not desert his post, or 
unite with the Spaniards. — Ed. 
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canp, and lain for hcmrs groaning in ag(my of sporit. It was 
not my desire or intent, at the commencement of this work, 
to have painted the personal sufferings that I had day by day 
eadured ; but simply to relate the occurrence of events of 
greater interest to the world. But reflection has at times 
awakened recollecti<Nis almost too bjtter to be withheld; 
and if I have not before recorded them in the language of 
glowing indignation, it was because I regarded them as 
private griefs, which might annoy, without edifying the 
reader. 

It was at this post, while suffering with an ague which had 
almost worn me to a skeleton, that the fc^owing incident oc- 
curred. My garro was over my brow ; and, with a horse- 
blanket thrown around me, I sat beneath a porch of the shanty 
that iumished quarters for my relief, when I perceived a Span- 
ish gentleman appearing on the road, and moving with his 
splendid horse-trappings, servants, and two heavy trunks car- 
ried by. mules, towards Humaguaca. He had somehow passed 
my outer picket unobserved, and rode by me with a careless 
glance. 

" Ah ! my fine fellow," thought I, " you look on me with 
contempt; but you little think that you must ride back 
again." 

At a quarter of a mile he was hailed by my inside picket, 
and his passport being unsigned by me, he was brought bacb 
again. I appeared not to notice him as he returned, and 
heard him ask the guard — 

" Who is your comandante 1" 

" That is he, senor, upon the porch." 

« That !" 

The don raised his hat, and approached me bowing. '< Se- 
nor Comandante," said he, " will you oblige me by giving 
a passport ?" at the same time handing me the paper. 

" Sit down, sefior," said I, pointing to a bench that stood 
near, and glancing at the passport, which I found correct. 
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" Now, sefior," said I, " if yon will tell tti© what yott thoogfat 
of me, as you rode past, I will sign your passport.** 

He hesitated. 

'* Speak out, senor ; I think I know your thoughts. Speak 
truly.'* 

" To tell the truth, then,*' he replied, " I thought you were 
a beggar J^ 

I endorsed his passport, and he went on. Such was my 
condition when on duty as captain in the patiriot service of 
Alto-Peru, now better known as Bolivia ! 

At the time of my recall, an expedition was being planned, 
having for its object a circuito, for the purpose of throwing a 
small force into the provinces of Cinte and Potosi, which lay 
beyond the post occupied by the Spanish general, and which 
were known to favor the patriot cause ; and after revolution- 
izing those provinces, if we should be so successful, to fall 
upon his rear, and hem him in between the two armies, — to 
wit, the army at Humaguaca, and the army to be raised 
by the revolution of the two provinces. The expedition, it 
was apparent, must be one of immense hazard and toil ; be- 
cause, independent of the danger of going with a mere de- 
tachment into the heart of an enemy's country, it would be 
necessary to make a diagonal retrograde of about one hundred 
and fifty leagues to Oran, in the province of Salta, thence 
t about one hundred leagues to a small post of the enemy at 
the village of Carripare, in the province of Tarija, and so oa 
one hundred leagues farther to Potosi. At a council of of- 
ficers, it was finally arranged that the expedition should, at 
the start, consist of twenty cheers and one hundred and sixty 
men, with orders to recruit on the way. Col. Buteres was 
appointed the leader, with power to appoint his second in 
command ; the remaining ofiSicers were appointed by GetL 
Urdemeni. Buteres immediately applied to me, offering me 
the post as second officer, and promising the rank of major, 
if I would accept. I told him that nothing would give me 
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more j^easnre. Accordingly our arraDgements were soon 
made, and the expedition set out. 

Our route to Oran lay most of the way through dense t 
fiwwsto, occasicmally broken by open country, nearly all of ' 
iRrhich was deYOted to the culture of the sugar-cane ; and at 
the yillages^ Ladesma and San Pedro we witnessed extensive 
manttfactories of sugar. We also encountered on our route 
▼arious tribes of Indians, the most imposing of which were 
the Mattacs. Our march lasted about two weeks, during 
which we lired most of the time on ckarqui, or jerked-beef 
dried ; and by way of variety, we had on this occasion a 
plentiful supply of maiz molido, made of com which, having 
been first toasted and then ground, was placed in bags and 
Itting^ at our saddles. The mode of preparing it for food, , 
was by placing a quantAy of the meal in our cups, (made of 
bulk' horns,) and mixing it wi^ water. 

At Oran we halted for the purpose of recruiting, and w^e 
well received by Col. Civilia, and the inhabitants of the 
town, who made every exertion for our enjoyment, by getting 
up, nightly, tertulias de bala^ and other agreeable means of 
pastime. Here I became acquainted with Dona Cacinta ' 

R , a young lady of most fascinating grace and figure, 

though not of handsome face. My time was however devoted 
mostly to the affairs of our enterprise, and in abcnit a week 
I formed my regiment, of six or seven hundred men, of all f 
descriptions, outside the town, where I commenced a series 
of rigid martial exercises. This was continued for several 
days. Col. Buteres remaining in town until we were ready to 
{NTOceed on our march. During this tour of practice in the 
miburbs, y/^ had neither tents nor covering of any kind, 
but ate and slept in the open air, lying upon the ground 
at night, with the dewy atmosphere for a covering. The 
S<^th Americans never encumber themselves with tents \ 
on a long campaign, but usually set their camp in the open 
ur. 
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All things being at kngth ready, the march ismxakeneed, 
over a wide waste of pampas, wood, hills, and streams, to- 
wards the town of Carriparee. The distance from Oran -lo 
Carripee, although much shorter, in a direct line, thaa that 
from Humaguaca to Oran, occupied about six weeks, owing to 
the circuitdus route, the hardships encountered, and the nu- 
merous barriers opposed to our advance, in the shape of 
streams, mountains, ravines, ^c. Our food, too, instead of 
being all beef, as had often been the case, was, after a few 
days, on the opposite extreme, consisting entirely of the 
nuiuF molido. Our extreme change of diet, added to the 
toils of the march, caused much sickness in the corps, and 
at the end of three weeks the whole command, being mosdy 
compo^d of recruits, was in a state of actual suffering, widi 
no means of relief at hand. Sometimes the streams that we 
encountered were fordable, and were accordingly passed in 
that manner ; but they were often deep, and only passable by 
swimming ; where these occurred, the sick and disabled, as 
also our arms, were carried across in canoes, made of bul- 
locks^ hides, each canoe being capable of bearing but one 
man, which rendered the operation slow and exceedingly 
tedious. As we approached the province of Tarija, we took 
prisoners, as a measure of precaution, a number of guachos, 
or idle countrymen, who came in our way ; and from these 
we learned that the village of Carriparee was strongly garri- 
soned, under the command of Col. Mendes. We at length 
halted on the borders of a noble stream, within the province 
of Tarija, but still about fifty leagues from Carriparee, and 
took every means in our power to ascertain the strength of 
the garrison. As near as we could learn, it was found to 
consist of about one thousand iive hundred men. This was 
a severe check to our anticipations, and deprived us of all 
our sanguine hopes of success. It was impossible to proceed 
on our enterprise without first reducing this place ; and where 
we had expected to find a garrison of five hundred men, we 
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foood one of more than doii^)le our own number, wiUiout tak- 
ing into the account the exhausted and sickly condition of our 
tnx^. 

At this place we were visited by Lieut. Col. Roues, who 
owned and occupied a farm not far from us. He was a na- 
tive of the province, and a sincere patriot at heart, but at 
that time living in retirement. Perceiving that we were in 
a suffering condition, this gentleman immediately sent us pro- 
visi(Hi4 of sheep, <&c., from his own farm, which our people 
paid their respects to without ceremony. Di^es were un- 
kiuywn in our camp, knives and forks we were not encum- 
bered with, and camp kettles were a thing unknown. Our 
mode of cooking our mutton was by cutting a stick about four 
feet long, of which we made a skewer. This was forced 
kagthwise through the whole side of a sheep, and the end 
of the stick driven into the ground near the fire. As the 
Bieat was turned, and gradually roasted, each man helped 
himself by cutting, with his sword or clasp knife, a long slice 
from the part most cooked, eating it from his hand ; and thus 
the process was continued until the meat was all gone. In 
this way, washing down our meat with water from the bold 
and clear stream beside us, we fared sumptuously. Roues 
cheered us too, in mind as well as in body. He told us not 
to be disheartened at what we had heard of Mendes' force ; 
said the pe(^e were with us, and eager to throw off their 
Spanish thrall, and expressed a firm conviction that if we 
should proceed, and strike a blow at Carriparee, a great por- 
tion of Mendes' troc^s would immediately join us. When he 
was about to leave, we asked when he would come to us 
again. He replied, that it was necessary for him to be ex* 
ceedingly cautious, and not be known as having any com- 
munication with us whatever ; inasmuch, as that all the 
property he possessed was in the power of the Spaniards. 
« Nevertheless," said he, ** my whole heart is with you 
in your efforts to liberate our country; and nothing that 
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I can consistently do, under the circumstances, sfaaii be 
left undone. On the day after to-morrow, at the hour 
of oracidn, (evening prayer,) I will visit you agam ; 
and, in the mean time, you shall not want fwr jwrovi- 
sions." 

The company of wretches that he had found us in the 
morning — dejected, hungered, and worn down with toil and 
sickness — ^he now left in a perfect cdSgre, for a more happy, 
comfortable, and jovial set of fellows never were met to- 
gether. 

A consultation of the officers was now held ; whereat it 
was agreed to act upon the advice of Roues, and make an 
advance so soon as our men should be sufficiently rested and 
improved to continuiB their march, notwithstanding our cc^o- 
nel, Buteres, who was an old mia,n, urged the adoption of 
more cautious and prudent measures. He pointed out no 
particular course that he would wish to see pursued, but 
spoke in a manner discouraging, and, as I thou^t, timid ; 
though I must do the old man the justice to say, that his 
bravery had never been questioned. I replied, stating thftt 
this alternative alone was left to us, either to attack the post, 
and fight it out, or return with the mark of disgrace upon us. 
" We have every reason to believe," said I, " that we shall 
gain powerful reinforcements from the people, and even from 
the ranks of the enemy ; and, with such prospects, it becomes 
our duty to advance. For myself, I will never return to Gen. 
Urdemeni untd the object of the expedition is accomplished, 
or else honorably defeated." The officers seemed pleased 
with the position that I had taken, and Col. Buteres finally 
acquiesced. 

I was much mortified at the position assumed by our eo- 
mandante. The imputation of cowardice could not lie at his 
door; for he had time and again proved that cowardice 
formed no part of his composition. But our expedition w&s 
of a nature that required not only courage and experience, 
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iHit perseverance, indomitable resolution, and fortitude ; and 
when I perceived that our leader faltered under the weight 
of privation^ and difficulty, my mind almost misgave me ; 
because I well knew that on his firmness and energy our 
success must in a great measure depend. 

7 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Siegp of Cam'paree, in Tarija — Battle of Carriparee. 

On the next morning, immediately after breakfast, t^ 
regiment was formed, and addressed by Col. Buteres in the 
right spirit. He told of the encouragement that we had re- 
ceived from the statements and opinion of Col. Roues, ex- 
plained to them the ground upon which we hoped for and 
expected success, and finally announced the determination of 
the council to move forward, at an early day, towards Cam- 
paree. The announcement was hailed with cheers by the 
true-hearted fellows, and afler a short parade the regiment 
was dismissed. 

Soon after the parade was ended, Buteres came and in- 
vited me to ride with him, saying that he should like to have 
a conversation apart. We mounted, accordingly, and having 
reached a distance of half a mile, threw the reins on the 
necks of our horses, and seated ourselves upon the ground, 
under the shade of a large tree. He commenced the con- 
versation by sapng — 

" Major, I have never had an opportunity for private con- 
versation with you, and I desire that we may now have a 
confidential talk over the affairs of our expedition. I know 
that neither your fidelity nor your bravery can for a moment 
be doubted, and while I would not question the patriotism of 
our officers generally, there are many among them who are 
Peruvians by birth, and *I know they are very anxious to get 
back into their own country. There is one, too, whose sin- 
cerity I doubt — I allude to Capt. Tinicares ; he has entirely 
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too much of ih© amor propio, (self-love,) and appears to me 
more devoted to personal interest than to the general good." 

His object in making these remarks I could not compre- 
hend, unless it were to show me that a selfish interest, viz., 
a wish to reach Peru, and thus get back to their homes, was 
the governing principle that induced the officers to resolve on 
an immediate advance ; and after a moment's reflection, I 
said — 

'* Mi Coronel, I do not understand you ; speak plain, and 
without ambiguity. We are in confidence, and if your posi- 
tion embarrasses your mind, let me know it. I know you 
have much at stake in this country ; but for me, I hai^ noth- 
ing at heart but its liberation. You have wealth and family ; 
I have neither. Your fortune is already made ; mine is yet 
to be made. And wi^ this, and a good cause to stimulate 
me, my advice will always be. Onward ! onward !" 

He arose suddenly, and evidently in anger, exclaimed — 

" Young man, do you doubt me ! do you know me ! Have 
I sacrificed wealth, health, comfort, every thing, and taken 
in their stead suflering, privation, and danger, to be now 
questioned and doubted ?" 

" No, Colonel," I replied ; " but I have thought that you 
have not put forth your usual energy in this enterprise. It is 
one of extreme hazard ; indeed it is almost desperate in its 
character, and will require the firmest and most daring meas- 
ures to make it successful." 

" Fear not for that," said he, in a resolute manner ; " I will 
go as far as any, and am at this moment ready to sacrifice 
every thing that I possess, for the good of our cause. I will 
go forward, be the result to me what it may !" 

I took his hand heartily, saying — 

" We are true friends." 

Still, I could not lose sight of our different situations. I 
had nothing to lose, while his property, lying within reach 
of the enemy, was liable to confiscation, if the patriot cause 
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•bould fail ; and wliile 1 respected his poaitioa, his age, and 
his feelings, that very respect taught me that the whole en- 
ergy of the enterprise must rest on myself. Continuing our 
conversation, he said — 

'* If it should prove that the force under Mendes is indeed 
so large as is represented, wcwdd it not he advisable to pass 
him by a eircuitOy and thus, by obtaining his rear, move on to 
Potosi ?" 

To accomplish this, would lengthen our march at least 
forty leagues, through a wild and iqountainous country. I 
folt indignant, and at once replied — 

<^ It is impossible ! Our men are now completely worn out, 
and before we could reach a posiuon in the enemy's country, 
we should lose them all by death and desertion ; they are 
now recruiting their strength for an advance^ and nothing 
but an advance will satisfy them. It is now too late to 
talk of danger ; those who fear it, should have thought of it 
before, and if they had done so, perhaps the expedition would 
have been abandoned. For my own part, I well knew its 
dangers and privations ; I knew also its importance, and for 
this I gave up my position in the regular army. Have I not 
sacrificed something ? and would you have me reap a reward 
of disgrace ? It cannot be ! I am resolved to go forward, 
and meet this issue as becomes a true patriot !" 

I saw that Buteres was almost distressed by the conflict 
of his feelings, and the resolute position that I had assumed ; 
iund I immediately added, that with all my zeal I did not 
mean to be rash ; that we would hear what Roues would say 
of the project when he came to us, and afterwards talk the 
matter over again ; and with this understanding we returned 
to the camp. 

During all that and the following day our men were al- 
lowed the full range of enjoyment within the pickets ; and 
having now plenty of food, drink, and rest, they were as 
happy as need be. On the second evening, at dusk. Col. 
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Rones came according to his promise ; and repeated his 
opinion that the people and troops of the province were only 
waiting our advance and assault for an opportunity to join us, 
and, on the following morning, orders were given to prepare 
forthwith to march. The orders were heard with universal 
satisfaction, and oheyed with alacrity ; and in less than an 
hour we were on our way towards Garriparee. The whole 
of this route, although circuitous and long, was free from the 
toil and hardships that we had before encountered. Our road 
now lay through an inhabited country, with fresh provisions 
in abundance; and our marches were made short for the 
preservation of the energies and strength of the men. The 
people, wherever we passed, hailed us with marks of satis- 
faction ; and, after about eight days, we halted within seven 
leagues of Carriparee. That night some five or six of our 
trustiest men were disguised in the ragged clothing of the 
gitachos, and sent forward as espiones (spies) into Uie town^ 
with orders to learn all in their power respecting the de- 
fences of the place, and return as speedily as possible. On 
the next evening, two of x)ur spies returned with information 
that Mendes knew of our advance, and was making vigorous 
means to receive us, but as to his force they had not learned. 
In the course of the night, however, the others came in, con- 
firming all that the first had told, with the additional informa- 
tion, that the number of troops was fully equal to what we 
had before learned, viz. one thousand five hundred men, and 
also that Mendes knew of our present position. Soon itfter 
the return of these men, a stranger came to the advance out- 
post, and, on being challenged by the guard, replied '* La 
Patria" He was immediately arrested, and brought before 
me. I was at once forcibly struck with his appearance. He 
was a large man, wearing a poncha, which covered his whole 
frame, but his features and eye were what nK)st attracted my 
attention. In them I read the evidences of a fearless yet rest- 
less and acUve spirit, blended with a something which told me 

7* 



78 CIVIL WARS OF 

that that spirit might be guided and wielded more readily to 
evil than to good, and stamping the man as a master-spirit in 
whichever road his course might happen to turn. The evi- 
dences of former frays were engraven upon his face, in the 
shape of two long and shining scars, — the one upon his fore- 
head, severing the right eyebrow, and the other upon his left 
cheek ; and, as he stood before me, with a mingled expres- 
sion of pleasantry and defiance, his lip slightly curled, the 
appearance of a frown upon his brow, his gray eye firmly 
fixed, and his form motionless, I read distinctly the impress 
of a rude and daring charapter. 

" Who are you ?" I demanded, in a tone of severity. 

" You may know me for a friend, or I should not have 
come voluntarily to your camp," he rejdied, with dogged 
sternness. 

'^ Your answer does not satisfy me," said I ; " tell me who 
and what you are." 

" You have doubtless heard of me," he said, with affected 
carelessness. " My name is Panana." 

" What I have heard of you has been little to your credit, 
Senor Panana," I replied. " I have thus far known you only 
as a guacho,^^ (a provincialism, which signifies an idle, loung- 
ing fellow.) I had, in fact, heard of him, however, as a bravo 
of the worst kind. 

At this he shrugged his shoulders, and laughing, replied — 

" It is enough that I am a true patriot, and have come to 
hadl you as friends, and give you such information as I can 
to your advantage." 

" What information can you give ?" 

" Mendes knows where you are, and is preparing to re- 
ceive you." 

" That I knew before." 

" Then I have told the truth." 

" What else do you know ?" 

<< That the people of Carriparee are anxious to see you." 
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^ They shall be gratified. For what do tbey wish to see 
us?" 

" That they may join you if you are likely to succeed ; as 
it is, they dare not speak. Your enemies have represented 
you as only three hundred strong." 

'< What does Mendes himself think of our number ?" 

'' He thinks you are stronger than you really are ; and has 
sent to Gen. Onalietta asking for reinforcements." 

" And do 3rou believe that the people of Carriparee would 
co-operate with us in case of an attack on our part ?" 

" They certainly would ; if, by so doing, they could be 
sure of your success over the Spaniards. It is life or death 
with them ; and if they should fail in a revolt there would be 
little mercy shown them. This makes them cautious." 

I was fully satisfied of his honesty, and subsequently found 
him of essential service to us in the matter of procuring pro- 
visions, and acting as a spy, going, as he did, even into the 
enemy's stronghold. He repeatedly expressed a conviction 
of our success, if we would but make the assault. A coun- 
cil was finally called, and it was determined that the attack 
should be made. Our regiment moved on imtil we arrived in 
sight of the town, and again halted. From our new position, 
we discovered that every avenue to the town was barricaded, 
but the only demonstration of a military occupation that we 
saw, was the sentinels outside the barricades. The troops 
were, as we subsequently found, garrisoned in the Plaza, or 
market-square, which, in the South American villas, always 
occupies the centre of the town, and which was now strong- 
ly fortified with cannon, ranging through the streets in two 
directions from every corner. Our force was so distributed 
and located as to conceal its true extent, and Mendes still 
supposed that it was far beyond the reality. Every thing 
was ready on our part for the assault, but Buteres held back, 
as if in dread, and it was not till two days had passed, and 
after repeated solicitation, that he gave orders for the attack. 
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We advanced in two columns, each numbering about two 
hundred and fifly men, and leaving a reserve at the entrance 
of the town of two hundred more. Buteres commanded the 
right flank ; the left was given to me, with orders to unite at 
the first opportunity after passing the barricades. As we 
approached within musket-shot, Buteres' clarion gave the 
signal to charge, and the columns moved forward at a quick 
step. At the barricades we met a small guard, who re- 
treated before our fire : breaches were soon efifected, and 
both columns entered. Our reserve not being yet on the 
ground, each left, a small party to raze the barricades, and the 
columns moved on towards the Plaza, or square, by the near- 
est route, the people shouting from the windows, " Viva la 
patria /" As we approached, the enemy kept his position, 
and commenced a raking fire upon both columns, having 
however but a single gun on each range, and that badly 
mourned. We reached the square nearly at the same mo- 
ment, without loss, and began the assault at the same time 
upon the right and left of his line. Our men behaved nobly, 
rushing up to Iheir very guns, and wresting the sponges from 
the gunners' hands ; but the whole body of the enemy seemed 
as resolute as our own, not the slightest appearance of 
revolt was manifest ; and after a fierce struggle of half an 
hour, during which we lost several men, our little force fell 
back in order, and retired to our position, without calling up 
the reserve. Buteres now determined on laying a siege, and 
by cutting ofif supplies, to bring them to terms of submission. 
After six or eight days, during which we ha(i made several 
faint assaults, a flag of truce was sent in to Mendes, demand- 
ing a surrender, or that no quarter would be shown, while at 
the same time we knew he had a force of more than double 
our own numbers. His answer to our summons was, that he 
would never surrender while he had a man left. 

Early next morning we discovered evident demonstration 
of preparation for a sortie, and prepared to receive it by fall- 
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ing back about a quarter of a mile, and taking a commanding 
position. At about ten o'clock, a3 we anticipated, Mendes 
came out, at the head of about one thousand men, and charged 
upon our line ; but after a short skirmish, in which we lost 
fifteen men and two officers, Uiey were forced back into the 
town. On the afternoon of the same day he made another 
sortie, and was again driven back. 

We had held them under siege for about two weeks, 
and it was apparent to all that a decisive blow must be struck 
now or never. Our troops were in fine order and high 
spirits, the en^ny had been harassed and weakened, and we 
had now to expect their reinforcement from Onalietta in the 
course of two or three days : but one alternative indeed pre- 
sented itself ; and at a council of officers, it was determined that 
a vigorous and final assault should be made at daybreak on the 
following morning, be the result what it might. Our men, 
feeling sure of victory, were overjoyed at the announc§ment 
of the order, and congratulated themselves on the prospect of 
rest and pleasure ; and though onost of our officers were less 
sanguine of success, I had believed, from the time of our 
first repulse, that an energetic attack would have carried the 
town ; but all my efforts could not persuade Buteres to the 
attempt. 

At daybreak, having embodied our whole force, except a 
small squad of infantry, to take charge of the wounded, we 
advanced in a single column, numbering six hundred men, to- 
wards the caUe ancha, or wide street of the town, leading di- 
rectly to the market-place, and upon the strongest point pf the 
enemy's position. We entered the town, Buteres and myself 
at the head of the column, and soon discovered that we had not 
caught them napping, for at the distance of near }ialf a mile 
we could see their match-lights already burning. Moving at a 
quick pace, -we were soon convinced that the whole garrison 
was under arms and ready to receive us, although the only 
force that opposed us in the range of the street was a single 
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company of artillery. Passing through a wide street, there 
was no room for strategy ; we had but one course, and that 
was directly upon their guns. At a distance of about three 
hundred yards we received their first fire, which cost us about 
thirty men, when the signal was sounded for a charge, and 
the whole body sprang forward at a gallop. As we reached 
the very muzzle of their guns, the head of our column poured 
in a volley from their carbines, and wheeled into the square, 
the successive squadrons firing and wheeling in the same 
manner. 

We now saw at a glance the admirable position of the 
enemy. A line of cavalry was drawn up at about eighty 
yards distant, at a right angle with the street, by which we 
entered the square, its left resting on a line with that street. 
The infantry were drawn up parallel with the line of cavalry, 
upon a high embankment, about fifiy yards in rear of the 
cavalry, and upon either fiank of the square were platoons 
of cavalry in reserve, the whole square being surrounded by 
houses. 

Our first fire was returned by their infantry, which was 
now unmasked by our turning from the street into the square. 
By this discharge Buteres received a wound in the groin, 
which disabled him, and he was carried to the rear. The 
conmxand devolved on me. The senior captain, Ponci, was 
inmiediately ordered to conduct the left wing; and the fight 
continued, hand to hand, for half an hour, presenting a per- 
fect m^l^e of slaughter ; both parties being hemmed in a square 
covering not more than six or eight acres of ground. Their 
numbers were evidenUy overwhelming us — ^for fresh men 
from the reserve filled the places of those who fell, and after 
spiking the guns which covered the calle ancha, I sent orders 
to Ponci to draw oflT his wing to a distance of about ten 
squares,* where I would follow, and, after taking breath, 

* Small distances are measured by quadros, or squares, each about one 
hundred yards. 
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ffbaage our mode of attack. He did as directed, passing by 
the rear through the caUe ancka ; and, as soon as my flank 
was uncovered, I followed with the right wing in perfect or- 
der. At a distance of five hundred yards, I found Buteres 
suflfering in agony, where his attendants had halted with him 
under a tree. I hastened to him, and dismounted, ordering 
my wing to proceed and join the left. He looked upon me, 
and said sadly — 

" Ah, mi mayor, you are beaten." 

"No! mi coronel ; we do but pause. We shall renew 
in a moment." 

" I will join you," said he, attempting to rise. 

" Impossible, senor ; remain where you are. We shall 
beat them yet." 

" My friend," said he, " I know you will do all that man 
can do ; but their numbers overwhelm you." 

" Fear not, senor ; we are in good heart, and, despite their 
numbers, I am sure of success." 

" Go, and God prosper you !" 

I Joined the regiment in a moment, at first intending to 
make the second assault on two points ; but, although Ponci 
proved himself brave, I dared not trust him to lead an assault, 
well knowing, that if either column faltered and fell into dis- 
order, we should be hopelessly lost. The calle ancha I knew 
was now uncovered, and I felt that if 1 could but force their 
cavalry, the line of infantry could be easily broken, and thus 
the whole mass would be thrown into disorder. I determined 
therefore to charge again, with a strong front, up the calle 
ancha, directing Ponci to amuse their right with a small force, 
while myself would make a vigorous eflfort to turn the ene- 
my's left, and, if possible, make a breach, through which the 
whole of the right wing should fall upon their infantry. 

We advanced to the charge. Ponci was faithful to his in- 
structions ; the men fought as though each considered the 
cause wholly his own, and even the very horses that we rode 
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seemed to exert themselves. In five minutes the plan 
successful. The breach was passed, carrying death in our 
way — ^the infantry fled before us like sheep, and took refnge 
in the houses, while the people, from )their windows, cheered 
us with their cries of " Viva la Patria !" The day -was 
clearly ours, when, to our horror, the cry, "£/ Refuerzo I El 
Refuerzo /" was heard from those of the infantry, who had 
reached the house-tops, whence they had poured their volleys 
upon us, whenever they could do so without endangering 
their own cavalry. 

The reinforcement ! thought I ; — oh, heavens ! — and at 
such a moment ! I would not believe it ; and fought on. 
Our foes were encouraged, and renewed their efforts at the 
very point of surrender. In fifteen minutes the reinforcement 
entered the town, and came to the square by two avenues, at 
the top of their speed, some seven hundred strong ! 

Hope was now lost, and I gave the order to retire ; but 
the carnage that followed, I cannot describe. Enough, they 
gave no quarter to any that fell into their hands ; and, taking 
the route through the calle ancka, eighteen escaped from the 
town in the direction of our old camp-ground. On the way 
we found Buteres, ready mounted, with four others ; and the 
whole, numbering twenty-three, the remnant of our regiment, 
escaped by reaching a forest, and eluding the vigilance of our 
pursuers. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

FUgfat after the Battle of Carriparee — Arrival and Sojourn among the 
Chirivkme Indians — ^Their Habits and Customs — Singular Escape. 

Our flight continued daring that day, scarce knowing or 
caring whither we went, so hopeless had all become. Du- 
ring the day we crossed the river Tarija, and at night halted. 
Nobody slept, and each sat upon the ground, holding the hal- 
ter of his horse, while the animal ate the grass around him. 
Buteres was the only wounded man among us, and he suffer- 
ed sadly, from the nature of his wound, which was a severe 
contusion on the groin, rendering the act of riding on horse- 
back excessively painful. He had the S3rmpathies and kind 
offices of us all ; for with him, as a soldier, the error was 
only through the infirmities of age. He was a brave and a 
good-hearted man, and we aU loved him. 

Our corps of officers was now reduced to nine ; among 
whom were Col. Buteres, Captains Tinecares, Ponci, and 
myself; but, notwithstanding our discomfiture, the system of 
rank and authority was preserved as befcnre. During the 
night, our conversations were naturally upon our condition, 
and the mode necessary to be adopted to relieve ur from it. 
One proposed an attempt to reach Oran ; but that was de- 
clared impossible, on account of the almost certainty of fall- 
ing into the hands of the Spaniards, who would surely mas- 
sacre the whole body ; still we were left to choose between 
that risk, and the mercy of savages, most of the tribes of 
whom were known to be deadly hostile to the whites. On 
the one hand, there was certain death, if taken, and but little 

8 
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hope of escape ; while on the other hand, there was at least a 
chance for mercy. Among our band there were two soldiers 
who were somewhat acquainted with the country, and they 
advised that we should fall back upon the cinco pueblos itiuro^ 
(or five towns,) of the Chiriviones. They were known to bo 
a quiet naUon ; but what their dispositions towards us might 
be, none could tell. We, however, concluded to adopt that 
course, and in the morning set out under the guidance of the 
two men. 

Taking a northeasterly direction, we entered a territory 
known as the Granckaco, The entire western portion of 
this territory is inhabited by various tribes of Indians ; but in 
&e southern region of the river Pilcomayo, and eastward of 
that river, civilization has begun to build its habitation. The 
territory is bounded on its whole eastern line by Paragua, and 
is separated from that country by the river Paragua, into 
which the Pilcomayo empties by two large branches. 

The journey, as we made no haste, and probably travelled 
a good deal out of our way, occupied about one month, du- 
ring all of which we saw not a human being except our- 
selves. Our route lay across one of the most beautiful coun- 
tries that I had ever beheld. The face of the country was of 
rolling prairie, similar to that of some of the western of the 
United States, clothed with short grass and myriads of flow- 
ers, interspersed with wood and stream, and covered with 
herds of wild cattle and game, on which we found a conve- 
nient subsistence. 

As we neared the towns, which we had seen at a distance, 
we saw occasional plots of growing corn, as also flocks of 
sheep ; and finally encountered a small body of their warriors, 
each armed with a short spear, and with no covering except 
a cloth about the loins. The only ornament which they wore 
was, singular enough, a button fastened so as to cover the 
hollow of the under lip, by passing the eye of the button 
through die lip near the roots of the teeth, and securing it 
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with some small object <m the inside ; this every man wore. 
Their complexion was of a clear, light copper color, and theii 
features and forms regular and symmetrical. By this baod, 
y^ho kept at a respectful distance, we were notified to halt; 
and, without a word or sign further than that to us, they im- 
mediately dispatched a messenger to the towns to make 
known our approach. The messenger soon returned with 
others, and by signs we were directed to advance, the In- 
dians still keeping their position at about forty paces from 
118. We followed as they led, and at about half a mile, on 
reacMng the summit of a high roll, we discovered the entire 
body of their warriors, numbering about five hundred, drawn 
up in a single line to receive us. What would be their dis- 
position of us was of course a mystery, and the source of 
much surmise ; but, accustomed as We had been to the mer- 
ciless usage of our own race, few of us expected any thing 
but death at the hands of the savage. Having arrived within 
about fifty yards of their line, a sigaal was given that we 
should again halt. We obeyed ; and immediat^y four of 
their body advanced about fifteen paces towards us, and made 
a sign of friendship, by placing the right hand upon the left 
breast. We replied, by making the same sign. They then 
ordered us by signs to dismount, which was instantly com- 
plied with. Ponci and myself then advanced, and as we 
neared the chief, he pronounced the Spanish word " Amigo ! 
Amigo /" (Friend ! friend !) I answered with the same word 
He then demanded, in broken Spanish, that we should give 
them our horses. This was evidently a test of our sincerity. 
I replied, that he should have them, provided they would be 
restored to us ; and immediately had the horses led forward, 
and placed in their hands. After about ten minutes, during 
which time they conversed among themselves, the horses 
were sent back ; and, having secured their entire confidence, 
we were at once admitted to their hospitality. 

We found here a people, numbering about two thousand, 
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and living almost in the primitive simplicity of nature, inof- 
fensive and happy ; their home a seeming paradise, and 
their wants but few, and easily gratified. Their women were 
perfectly beautiful, with skins clear and transparent, softened 
only by the color of their clime ; their features oval, and 
without the high cheek-bone of the North American Indians ; 
their graceful forms, which had never known the restraint of 
stay or bodice ; their lithe and active limbs ; and, above 
all, an air of chaste and modest purity, commanded alike the 
admiration and respect of our whole company. Although liv- 
ing in five distinct communities, each of which planned ^^d. 
executed its own municipal regulations, the whole planted, 
reaped, and shared their subsistence in common. They were, 
in fact, one common brotherhood, acting in perfect unison of 
attachment, and each contributing its quota to ^e general 
good. Their huts were built of logs, thatched with long 
grass, and without any floor except the earth, yet they were 
always kept surprisin^y clean. In a comer of each -hut was 
placed a large earthen jar, (which they manufactured among 
themselves,) measuring about four feet in depth, and nearly 
the same in diameter, in which was made a beverage called 
by them chichi. The drink was made by the fermentation 
of maize, and bore a strong resemblance to pure ale. Their 
towns were all built upon high knolls, at distances of about a 
quarter of a mile ; and at about the eighth of a mile from the 
nearest we were pointed to a spot for our own head-quarters. 
Nevertheless, though we cooked, ate, and slept, by ourselves, 
we were permitted very soon to visit their different towns, and 
mingle indiscriminately with their people, receiving from 
them at all times the most perfect hospitality and kindness. 
Like all primitive people, they had their superstitions, one of 
the most singular of which was, that if they should eat the flesh 
of sheep their noses would become flat, like what are called 
netHoes. Being ourselves free from this dread, we did iH>t 
hesitate to pay respect to their mutton, which was furnished 
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in abandance. Another of their phantasies was, that they 
most never fight between the evening and the morning, lest 
the spirit of the night should be ofiended and destroy their 
warriors. This proved a fortunate circtunstance to ns, as will 
be seen in the sequel. The beauty and health of their place 
of settlement were much enhanced by the flashing and limpid 
waters of the Pilcomayo, a considerable stream, which wound 
directly among their towns, and in which it was the custom 
of all, of both sexes, to bathe, at least once every morning, 
and generally once also at evening. 

I have often reclined upon the soft and verdant bank at 
the side of the river, and watched them in their periodical 
ablutions. The old and the young gliding with the utmost 
grace and ease, and sporting in the clear element, their 
forms flashing in the sunlight, and their pliant limbs imparting 
&e very eloquence of motion. 

I believe that I was the first foreigner who had ever been 
among them, so at least they informed me ; and their inof- 
fensive life and simplicity of manner charmed me much. I 
felt more than once that here was found the first scene of 
real, unalloyed happiness, that I had ever witnessed ; and I 
thought, too, that to live thus a man might well forego the 
luxuries of civilization, which, with all their splendor, pomp, 
honor, equipage, and fame, must ever be embittered with poi- 
sons worse than that of the upas. Here was no guile, no 
selfish considerations to enslave the mind and warp the con- 
science, no aspirations for a higher destiny, but all was con- 
tentment and peace ; and I was almost tempted to say, that 
henceforth " their people should be my people, that their God 
should be my God." 

By their knowledge of the Spanish language, I was ena- 
bled to converse with them so as to bd readily understood ; 
and, on one occasion, I broached the subject of religion to 
one of their chiefs, and asked him if he would not like to be- 
come a Cluristian, and see his people converted. His reply 

8* 
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was truly ckaracteristic. Speaking in a low toue, and slowljr 
shaking his head, he said — 

" Christian ! no, no, no. Christian very bad — Christian 
fight his brother. CMrivione fight his enemy — Chirivione 
live happy." 

Ca^t. Tinecaras, of whom I have before spoken, was a 
man who had littl^ to recommend him anywhere, save a 
smooth face and a careful exterior ; and it so happened that 
an innocent girl of the tribe became seriously attached to 
him. This was noticed and laughed at by our comrades, 
and without further thought, dismissed from our minds. 

We had been with the Indians about two weeks, mingling 
with their people, and enjoying their utmost confidence and 
generosity, when we discovered a coldness of demeanor 
growing up towards us. Their hospitality was in no degree 
lessened, but there was a want of that freedom and open- 
heartedness that we had before experienced. This was, 
however, attributed to our more perfect acquaintance, which 
seemed to render less necessary the marked courtesy that 
they had extended to us as strangers. But the evil increased 
from day to day, to such a degree as to excite our attention 
and surprise. Our visits to their towns became evidently irk- 
some to them ; and instead of kindness, we met with frowns. 
Still, as we had given no cause for enmity, we -rested in the 
expectation that their apparent ill-feeling would pass away, 
and determined to make ourselves less obtrusive. 

The leisure afforded by our stay among these people had 
given me time for reflection, and I began to feel the true situ- 
ation in which fate had placed me. I looked back upon my 
roving career from its conunencement, and felt weary of life, 
weary ^f the service, harassed in mind, and sick of every 
thing about me. For years I had fought and suffered in a 
foreign land ; for years I had sacrificed health, comfort, and 
quiet, and now^ what was my condition ? Hopeless, home- 
less, cheerless. Turn which way I would, ftll was hopeless 



THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 91 

sad dreary beyond account, and all the sympathies of life 
seemed to have forsaken me. In this frame of mind, strol- 
ling away by myself, I had unconsciously reached the sum- 
rait of a small rise of land. Here I paused ; and casting my 
eyes around, I reflected that at that moment I was at least 
one thousand five hundred miles from the ocean. In the des- 
olation of my soul I could have wept ; but amid that desola- 
tion, bright pictures of home and kindred cast a light across 
the gloom, the cheering spirit of hope looked with a smile 
upon my heart, and, resting upon my sword, I exclaimed, in- 
voluntarily, in the English language, " My Grod ! shall I ever 
see the sea again ! My God ! shall I ever see my country !" 
My revery was broken by the voice of a sargento, who 
saluted me, saying — 

" SefufT mayor /" 

" What do you want ?" said I, sternly ; for by this time 
the horrors that I had witnessed and shared had corrugated 
my brow, and warped my manner. 

" Senor mayor f^ said he, submissively, " Col. Buteres would 
speak with you." 

Without further words, I turned towards the camp, and was 
soon with the old ojfficer. 

** Major," said he, '* what can be the meaning of the treat- 
ment that we are now receiving from the Chiriviones ? It 
grows worse and worse every moment. Are you aware 
of any thing that we, or any of us, have done to ofiend 
Aem r 

«* Nothing, Colonel." 

" Something is wrong," he c(Hitinued ; " and I am growing 
apprehensive for our safety. Within half an hour, one of 
their people was so violent as almost to give me a blow. 
This change in their demeanor is unaccountable !" 

<< It is indeed very strange. Colonel, and we must be on 
our guard. I have some time thought that we should move 
on towards Oran, instead of idling here. I am ready to start 
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to-morrow ;. and, if necessary, fight oar way through die 
Spaniards. I am weary of this monotony.** 

^* It is clear we cannot remain here much longer, at tMs 
rate, if we would," he replied ; " and as you propose a move, 
we will, if you please, set out in the morning." 

I agreed. Orders were given to our men to avoid the In- 
dian settlements ; and at night, after setting a watch for the 
first time, we lay down to sleep. All remained quiet until 
about midnight, when our guard was startled by a footstep in 
the grass, and at the next moment an Indian girl approached, 
and, in broken Spanish, asked for our chief. Buteres being 
quite ill, the guard awoke me, and by the light of our flicker- 
ing camp-fire, I recognised the maiden who had formed an at- 
tachment for Tinecares. 

'* Amigo ! amigo !" she exclaimed, hastily. 

" My girl," said I, " why do you come here ?" 

" You must fly !" she exclaimed, trembling from head ta 
foot. " Fly ! all fly ! Our peojde have held council, and 
will kill all, all, at daybreak !" 

« But why is this ? Tell me !" 

" No ! no ! no ! Fly, all fly — escape T' 

But you must tell me the cause of this, my poor girl. Do 
n<H tremble ; you are safe. Tell me why we must fly !" 

" Oh ! oh !" she exclaimed. " One has wronged me, and 
my people kill you all !" 

I immediately aroused every man, and bade them stand up. 
They looked with amazement at the girl ; and I hastily re- 
lated what had passed. 

" Now, my girl," said I, " tell me which one has wronged 
you." 

" No ! no ! no !" she exclaimed, wringing her hands. 
" Fly !" 

Several voices at once called out, and insisted on having 
the culprit exposed. The poor creature bent her e)res upon 
the ground — ^the very personification of modesty and despair; 
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baft m a moment, slowly raising her head, she glanced tim- 
idly from face to face, until her eyes fell upon Tinecares ; 
th^, shriiddng from his look with averted face, her eyes 
again feU upon the ground, and, with her graceful hand pointing 
at him, she said, in a voice scarce articulate with emotion, 
" JSsto es el," (that is he.) 

Boming with an indignation that I could not and would not 
suppress, I approached him closely, and, with folded arms, 
looked him in the face. Coward as he was, he quailed be- 
fore my gaze. His qrime was comprehended, and need not 
be told. 

<' Villain," said I, in a slow and emphatic tone, " what 
have you done ? Col. Buteres has long told me that you 
prized your smooth favor above your honor, and I find it true. 
What have you done ? what is your desert? Death! Shame! 
shame ! You have betrayed the generous hospitality of this 
people by the basest ingratitude ! Not content with the 
pareservation of your life, and regardless of all that is due for 
the many open-hearted kindnesses that they have bestowed 
upon us, you have violated their confidence by a shameful 
insult to this poor girl ! And see the result ! By your vil- 
lany, for it deserves no better term, you have jeoparded the 
lives of this brave band, who have, every man of them, fought 
at your side in honorable battle ! Now, sir, can your wits 
discover the means of their preservation from the toil in 
which you have placed them ? No ! You are only a breeder 
of mischief; and it were but just to send your lifeless trunk 
to the people you have wronged, as a guarantee of our own 
innocence of any participation in your crime." 

Here I was interrupted by the voice of the trembling girl, 
who understood the purport of my words, and exclaimed, in 
beseeching terms — 

" No lematar ! no lematar ! yo te dirk comopuedes scdvar vita,^ 
(DonH kill him ! don't kill him ! PU tell you how to save your 
lives.) " Our people will not harm you now, they know the 
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spirit of the night will oppose them if they do ; and you may 
escape before day without danger. Fly ! fly !" 

The girFs manner assured us that she spoke the truth ; and 
had come, on behalf of the very man who had caused all the 
mischief, to warn us of our danger. In the simplicity of her 
heart she had, like many others of more refinement and edu- 
cation, been allured by the exterior of an Adonis, to throw 
away her aflections upon a roost worthless object ; and with 
that fulness of devotion, found only in woman's love, she 
had, even after discovering her error, jeoparded l^er own 
safety, by stealing into the camp of the stranger, to screen 
the villain from a merited punishment. Without hesitation, 
we proceeded to act in accordance with her advice, and or- 
ders were immediately given to inarch. Our guardian angel 
stood by, seemingly impatient of delay, until every man was 
in his saddle ; then, turning from the spot, she moved silendy 
away. 

We tode directly and safely through the nearest of the 
Indian villages. Their people looked upon us with astonish- 
ment and in silence, under a full belief that the spirit of night 
had warned us of their intention. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Elficape from the Chirivionea — Expulsion of Capt. Tinecares — Arrival at 
Oran — ^Promotion under Col. Garrere — Surprise and Capture of the 
Town of Pascaye in Tarija. 

We proceeded rapidly on our way, under the positive ne- 
cessity of placing as much distance as possible between our- 
selves and the Chiriviones before daybreak, our men all the 
while muttering their imprecations upon the cause of our 
flight. Nothing loud or boisterous was said ; but it was plain 
that a deep feeling of indignation and hostility had grown up 
against Tinecares. As the day dawned, each grew more 
loud and bold in the expression of his thoughts, despite our 
interference, which was now put in, until they actually de- 
clared that he should be sacrificed. The indignation of the 
officers had been as deep as that of the men towards him ; 
and, while their words bore only the shape of complaint, or 
expressed their contempt for his conduct, they were not op- 
posed, because our own hearts responded to all they said ; 
but the matter had now assumed a shape so serious as to 
require the decision of authority. Buteres, through infirmity, 
had lost all command ; but it was found necessary, in order 
to save the life of Tinecares, that the officers should step be- 
tween him and our chafing comrades. This was done, and, 
with a determined effort, we suppressed, for a time, the ebul- 
lition of their vengeance. 

Our ride, which had been rapid, was a sore trial for our 
poor colonel. He suffered excessively from his wound, and, 
in an agony of pain, exclaimed — 
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** Oh ! mi mayor, I should find relief, if yon would order 
them to put four balls through my body !" 

" Be cheerful, my friend," said I. " We shall reach Oran 
safely, where you will find comfort and attention, and I hope 
you will then speedily recover from your injury." 

" I fear not," he replied ; " the terrible fatigues of this 
campaign, with the injury that I have received, will bring me 
to the grave." 

" Nay, be cheerful ; the fatigues over, with rest and care 
you will forget what you now suffer, and, i trust, live long to 
be an aid and an ornament to your country." 

My effort to rally his spirit was not without effect. His 
eye brightened with hope, and he replied — 

** I will do my best." 

We rode for about a week, travelling slow for the comfort 
of our suffering comandcmte, and subsisting on such game as 
fell in our way, when the spirit of revolt began again to man- 
ifest itself towards Tinecares. From the start he had been 
shunned by officers and men, but now he came to me trem- 
bling with dread. 

" Mi may or, ^^ said he, " I have done wrong, I confess ; 
but—" 

" Well, be silent !" said I, interrupting him. " Why do 
you come whining about it now ? It is too late to mend it. 
If you have done wrong, keep it to yourself." 

" But I fear the men will murder me," he continued, with 
agitation. 

" You need not fear ; the men shall not harm you. Ride 
on with us till we find something like civilization, and then 
leave us." 

I conversed with the men, and pacified them by saying 
that Tinecares should leave us at the first houses we should 
find ; and on this condition alone they consented that he 
should remain with us. 

The tenth day of our ride brought us to a little cluster of 
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ehosas, (huts.) And here Tinecares must leave us. He ex- 
pressed a wish to say a few words on his own hehalf, which 
was granted ; and, our company having halted for the pur- 
t)ose, he hegan hy addressing the soldiers. 

" Comrades," he said, " I have been to blame ; but, al- 
though guilty of one great error, wherein I have endangered 
all your lives, I am still, and ever shall be, a patriot. The 
act that I committed was unworthy of my station, and I can- 
not be surprised at your feelings towards me ; for, although 
it was the result' of impulse, that does not excuse it. I 
should have reflected, if not upon its impropriety, at least 
upon the danger that it would bring upon you." 

He then bade them farewell ; and, expressing a wish to 
address the officers apart, the soldiers retired a short distance, 
when he said — 

" Brother oflfcers, and especially to you, mi coronel, I owe 
acknowledgment of my error. You, sir, reside at Cinte, 
and I hope to meet you again, or at least you will see my 
friends. Do not make knowi^ to them this disgrace. But 
for mi mat/or, he is from a far country — I may never see him 
again ; therefore I desire he should know that what is passed 
will be a lesson to me ; and that henceforth I am resolved to 
act as becomes a man. He has fought bravely for Peru, 
I respect him ; and should he in after years visit Potosi, my 
native province, he shall learn that I have kept my resolu- 
tion." 

" Tinecares," said I, " should I ever visit Potosi, I hope 
to hear well from you. I will forget the past, and look only 
to the future. I regret that we must part thus ; but it is ne- 
cessary that you should leave us, lest our men should do that 
which we might all regret. Go, then, in God's name," 

He left us at that place ; and what became of him after- 
ward I know not ; I never heard of him again. 

After a little rest, we proceeded on our march, which was 
prolonged on account of the danger of meeting with Spanish 

9 
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pckets, and to avoid wMch we were sometimes compelled to 
take loBg and Gircuitoiis routes. Occasionally our men and 
officers to^L leave at villas where they were known, or had 
friends, until, on our arrival at Oran, about forty days from 
the time of leaving the tribe, our number consisted of bat ibur 
officers and ten men. We arrived at about sundown, worn 
down with fatigue, covered with dirt, and with garm^its in 
a deplorable condition. The men were placed at a public- 
house, with orders for their comfort ; and, having conducted 
Buteres to the house of a friend, Ponci i^d myself waited 
immediately upon our old friend. Gov. Civilia. Having no 
means of changing our dress, we were obliged to present 
ourselves in our travelling plight, presuming that the circuna- 
stances would serve as our apology. 

As we entered the hall of his residence, our heavy spurs 
and chains clanking upon the floor, the sounds of festivity 
reached us from above. We were shown into an anteroom ; 
and, having sent our cards, were soon invited to see the gov- 
ernor in an adjoining parlor. 

He received us with an exclamation of pleasure and sur« 
prise. * 

'^ I am delighted to see you," he said ; " but how is this ? 
You have been discomfited !" 

" True, seiior." 

" And Buteres, where is he ?" 

" In the city of Oran, senor ; but too ill to wait upon you.'* 

** I am sorry to hear it ; but he is alive, and that of itself 
is good news. Come, you must join us at the bata^ and to* 
morrow we will talk over the affairs of your expedition." 

" Pardon, Senor,** said I ; " our costume is not altogether 
sstahlecido,** (fashionable.) 

" Never mind,'* he replied, with a smile ; " brave men are 
fashionable anywhere, now-a*days. And they who fight our 
battles are always welcomed by the ladies. Come." 

With a very awkward grace, we followed his ei^cellenza 
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ID an apartment of magaifieenee, wbere glittering forms of 
beauty flitted across our rision, causing a contrast with the 
scenes from which we had just emerged, that was to me 
even painful. As I entered the room, a lady, with the form 
of a syl]^, left her seat and came hastily towards me with a 
aweet smile, saying playfully — 

" Cavallero, Pll wash your shirt." 

I now perceived it to he the Dona Cacinta R , who 
bad recognised me ; and I replied in the same strain — 

** Senora, 'tis but half a one." 

She drew back, and, with a look of pretended shyness, 
placed both hands before her face, with the palms turned oat- 
ward, exclaiming — 

" Oh ! oh ! So fine a cavalier, with only half a shirt ! 
The governor shall answer for tMs." 

And sure enough, much to my annoyance, she bounded 
across the room, caught his excellenza by the arm, and led 
him towards me, saying — 

*' Shame ! shame ! Senor ! that our brave Cavalleros should 
come to such indignity ! Only half a shirt !" 

After a few moments of conversation, two or thr6e presenta- 
tions, and a cup of matk, served in silver, and drunk through 
a sucking-tube of the same material, I made my excuse to 
the Governor, and with Ponci, beat a retreat, and went to our 
lodgings ; escaping from the arena of sjdendor with a degree 
of satisfaction, differing, it is true, in its character, from that 
which we had experienced at the escape from Carriparee, but 
at the same time quite as sincere. As I was obliged to remain 
here, awaiting orders from Salta, Civilia supplied me with means 
to detain a change of apparel, and also to meet my immediate 
wants ; and at the end of a month, I received orders from Gov. 
Gorete, directing me to report to Col. Garrere, who was then 
raising a corps in Oran. I replied, without complying with 
his instructions ; complaining of the indiflerence and neglect 
with which I had been treated ; told him of the sev^ties of 
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the duties which I had been called upon to perfonn, mder 
sickness and without pay ; that I was at that moment indebt- 
ed to the charity of Gov. Civilia for the clothes which I 
wore ; and requesting that a remittance might be made, to 
enable me to make some suitable preparation before joining 
the regiment. To this I received a prompt reply, enclosing 
an order for ten doubloons, and a commission as Lieutenant* 
Colonel. In his letter, the Governor stated that he deplored, 
as much as myself, the necessity which required the gallant 
men of the army to perform their duties under the restraints 
and privations of poverty ; and expressed a hope that La 
Patria would ere long be free^ and able to give a just com- 
pensation to the brave men who were now fighting her bat- 
tles. The Governor also spoke in terms of high approval, 
of the course which I had taken in urging the advance upon 
Carriparee. He stated that the resolute stand taken at that 
time had been indirectly a source of great advantage to the 
patriot cause in Alto Peru, because the reinforcement sent 
by Onalietta, to sustain Mendez at that place, had so weak- 
ened his own force as to leave him an easy prey to the Pe- 
ruvian general from the North. 

Garrere, with whom I was now to be associated, was one 
who I well knew would never be an agreeable associate for 
me ; he was an old man, as surly as a bear, and as indolent 
as surly ; fond of gayety and dissipation, he was constantly 
at balas and conversacionesy never going to his recruiting sta- 
tion, which was about five leagues from town, and apparently 
neither knowing nor caring what was its condition ; yet, when 
in the field, he was known to be as fearless and furious as a 
tiger. 

I now reported myself to him, presenting a letter from the 
Governor ; and, with very little ceremony, was ordered to 
proceed forthwith to the station, which I found to be any 
thing but agreeable, for the situation of the encampment sub* 
jected i|s tp aq annoyance worse than the predatory parties 
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^ an eaemy. At sunrise we were served with m3rriad 
swarms of minute gnats, whose poison set every man's blood 
in a perfect fever ; these remained with us until the heat of 
the day. At noon came armies of flies, as voracious as vul- 
tures ; and ' these were succeeded, at evening, by perfect 
clouds of moschetoes. In vain did I apply to Garrere for 
permission to change our location ; he never came near us, 
and of course suffered nothing from the annoyance. I was, 
however, often in town, and never ceased to importune him ; 
at last, in order, I suppose, to get rid of all annoyance, he 
directed us to form an outpost at Baratn, about twenty leagues 
feem Oran. We were all glad to go anywhere, to avoid the 
continued annoyance of these insects, and were soon at our 
new quarters. This post was also left to my command, as- 
sisted by acting major Capt. Bacca. We had been but two 
or three days at the outpost, when a stranger on horseback 
presented himself to the guard, and inquired for me. This 
proved to be no other than our old spy, Panana, of Carripa- 
ree. I was surprised, yet pleased, to see the fellow ; and 
made him sit down and relate the condition of Mendes, his 
army, and the town, after the battle. This he did briefly, 
sapng, in his own quaint way, that the slaughter was tre- 
Hiendous, the town disheartened, and Mendes loud in his 
praise of the foreigner who led the last assault. 

" Then he was pleased with the assault ?" said I. 

" Better pleased with the manner than its effect," he replied. 

" Was it severe upon him ?" I inquired. 

" He says nothing but el Refuerzo saved him, and promises 
that,^ with your assistance, old Spain shall never lose her au- 
thority in Alto Peru." 

" Indeed !" 

" Yes, Senor ; and if you will join their service, you msj 
get high rank and high pay." 

" Are you authorized to tell me so ?" inquired I, with a 
look that was intended to go through him. 

9* 
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'' No, Senior ; but yoa may be sure of it, for I hsard bw 
say as much." 

** Panana, what is your business here ?" 

" To take my place in the service, under the only man 
that ever had the tact to command me. I heard you were at 
Oran, and came to serve under your orders," he replied, 
drawing a paper from his pocket, and placing it in my bands. 
I examined the paper, and found it to contain his commisaieii 
as ensign in the patriot army. 

" You are a singular fellow, Panana," said I. " What in- 
duced you to enter the service ?" 

*' I join it because I can do nothing out of it. Spanish op- 
pression has driven me into a comer, and I will fight ray 
way out of it, under the promise of a constitution." 

" You really do not love tyranny, then 1" 

'' No man loves tyranny ; but, more than that, 1 owe the 
Spaniards a grudge. They have ruined me, and in one wiky 
or another I will have satisfaction." 

" Very well ; Major Bacca will assign you a place in the 
line." 

He was about leaving, but turned again, and stated that a 
good oj^rtunity now offered to surprise the village of Pas- 
caye, lying in the province of Tarija, at a distance of about 
sixty leagues. He said he had passed through the village, 
which was without a garrison, and that it would form an im- 
poi^nt position, if secured while it was in our power ; " Be- 
sides," said he, *' it will give us a handsome share of botin^ 
({dunder.) I told him I would think of it, and dismissed 
him. 

I knew this fellow to be a villain ; but it was too often the 
case that our officers were selected for their daring rather 
than their moral worth ; and as I believed that he could be 
made of essential service to us, I had no objection to his 
entering the corps. That, however, was of lit^e conse- 
quence ; because the appcnatinent once made was conclu- 
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^re, and it only remained for me to make the best use of the 
man that I could. 

From subsequent conversations I determined to write to 
Garrera, advising him to act on the suggestion of Panana. 
After some days he replied, saying that he would consult at 
head-quarters on the subject ; but, as I heard nothing from 
Urn for a long time, I wrote again, urging him to take com« 
inand, and order the movement. Still hp declined. At last 
I asked permission to proceed with the regiment without him. 
This he did not forbid, nor yet sanction ; so I determined to 
take the responsibility, and go forward, for I was weary of 
the life of inaction at the encampment. Our force as yet 
amounted to a mere battalion of about three hundred and 
twenty men ; and, leaving a guard of about forty men at the 
post, I set out with the remainder, resolving in my own mind 
to take the village, and form a garrison, without going into 
the plunder that Panana had counted as among the (Ejects 
of the surprise. The men were in high spirits ; and we pro- 
ceeded towards the Monte de Baratu, progressing but slowly, 
as the route lay through a rough country ; and as none knew 
the direct course, we were often far out of our way. 

On passing through the wood of Baratu, our advance-guard 
suddenly came in, stating that from a noise ahead,they were 
sure that a body of men must be approaching. Their report 
led me to suppose that the enemy had anticipated our move- 
ment, and were coming to meet us. I immediately ordered 
every man to his post, and continued advancing. In a few 
minutes the sound was distinctly heard ; but it bore no re- 
semblance to the sound that would arise from the movement 
of a body of men. There was no clattering of horses' hoofs, 
no distinct voice, but a continuous Babel-like confusion of 
sounds, as if a regiment of old women were all chattering to- 
gether. Still we advanced at a slow pace ; when, lo ! on 
turning a sharp promontory, we beheld about two hundred 
monkeys, swinging thenuelves from tree to tree, twisting 
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iheir long tails around the branches, and all enjoying th^ 
most perfect freedom of speech and action. As we came ia 
sight, however, all was suddenly as silent as death — not a 
creature among them moved — each several monkey stopping 
in his career of fun, in the precise position in which we dis- 
covered them. Some hung pendent by their tails from the 
branches, some lying outstretched upon a limb, and others, 
in the act of climbing, remained with their long arms cling- 
ing to the tree. Each played the part of a dead monkey ; 
and, after the first moment of mortification at having arrayed 
and rallied my men for such a piece of ridicule, I could not 
resist joining in the universal roar of laughter that followed 
the discovery. Some of the least subordinate men levelled 
their pieces at the innocent creatures that had produced a 
temporary excitement among us, but I instantly ordered that 
they should not one of them be harmed ; and we left them, 
no doubt congratulating themselves on their fortunate escape. 

Passing the dense wood of Baratu, we came upon an 6pen 
country of rolling prairie, in the province of Tarija ; and on 
the evening of the fourth day of our march, encamped on the 
borders of a small piece of woods. The camp having been 
set, I strolled away from my companions, and, alone in the 
bright moonlight, gave scope to my own thoughts, as they 
wandered afar and returned to me again, freighted with sad 
yet sweet memories of kome^ kindred^ ^nd friends. Wrapt in 
thought, a tear standing in my eye, I remembered the thou- 
sand acts of kindness and love that had been lavished upon 
me by a mother or a sister, and I reproached myself that my 
" truant disposition" had led me to return, by my deserticto of 
home, so unworthy a response to the fulness of their affection. 
The voice of Panana recalled me to myself, as he addressed 
me with the words — 

" Sehor coronelJ'^ 

Vexed at the interruption, I demanded — 

" What do you want ? Why am I followed ?" 



THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 105 

" Sehor coronel" said he, "our picket has sent in a pris- 
oner, who awaits your order." 

" Let him be brought to me." 

I went to my quarters, for, although we had not tents, a 
luxury seldom enjoyed at that time by the troops in South 
America or Peru, the camp arrangement gave each officer, 
and the various squads of men, their separate and distinct 
positions. 

In a few minutes the poor fellow was fairly dragged before 
me, trembling from head to foot like an aspen, and imme- 
diately began entreating of me to spare his life. Our men 
had handled him rather roughly, as their hatred of any thing 
belonging in any way to the Spaniards was sure to find vent 
whenever a luckless wight happened to fall into their hands. 
I ordered them to unhand him, which was done. 

" Now," said I to the men, " leave us alone." 

The men retired, and the prisoner fell upon his knees, and 
clasping his hands, exclaimed — 

" No me mates ! sehor, no me mates /" (Don't kill me ! 
sir, don't kill me !) 

I told him to rise. He obeyed. 

" You are my enemy," said I. " Now, if I spare your life, 
will you tell me the truth ?" 

" Yes, senor, yes !" 

" Where do you live ?" 

" At Pascaye, senor." 

" How far is it from here ?" 

" About one league, senor." 

" Is there a garrison at Pascaye ?" 

" No, senor, none." 

" What are the employments of the people of Pascaye ?" 

" Some are farmers, senor, some are mechanics. They 
are very quiet people, senor." 

" What is your occupation ?" 

" Senor, I am a farmer." 
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" Hare joa a fwnily !" 

" I have, seiXor.'' 

'* Has Pascaye contributed ai^ men to the Spanish anay V 

" It has, senor ; but few." 

" I am going to take possession of the town," said I, " in 
the name of los Patriotas. Will you show me the road ?" 

" Yes, senor." 

" Very well, you are a great coward, but if what you have 
told me is true, your life shall be spared." 

I directed Bacca to prepare for an immediate advance, and 
we soon after proceeded directly into the wood, led on by our 
prisoner. The men had tied him upon a horse, with his feet 
ftistened under the animal's belly. When I saw this, I Mx 
that it was an act of unjustifiable cruelty, and was about to 
order him loosened, when it occurred to me that, as the men 
were not permitted to take his life, they wndd use aome 
means of annoyance towards him, and that this was perhaps 
as bearable as any that they would put upon him. They 
were men who could never be guided or held in check by any 
means of moral restraint, and were governed only by fear of 
their superiors. At about midnight we emerged from the 
wood, and saw the town at the distance of half a mile. 
Well knowing that if I entered the place at night, no earthly 
power could prevent a saqueo, (pillage,) I called a halt, 
retired again into the wood, under pretence of reconnoitring, 
and sent a couple of men for that purpose. These soon re- 
turned, and reported every thing perfectly quiet, and no sign 
of a garrison. Bacca was now anxious to go forward. I 
told him that I should not move till daylight, ordered the 
watch set, and forbade any man's leaving the camp on p^in 
of death. This was received with manifest dissatisfaction ; 
but the order was complied with, and I lay down on my 
bull's hide, not without serious misgivings for the result of 
the morrow. I could not sleep ; and with the first streaks 
of dawn, the camp was in active commotion. I drew my 
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gmrro over my brow, and pretended to i^e^» waitiag Um stow 
i^l^roaeh of light, until the 8(^ beams of morning had found 
their way into the very recesses of ^ wood* As soon as I 
arose, Bacca came to me, and said that erery thing was 
ready for the adyance. 

" Where is the prisoner ?" I inquired. 

<' He is under a ^ard at the rear," he replied. 

*< Let him be released, liien ; he has told us the truth, t nd 
kept his promise as a guide. I have given my word to spare 
kis life ; release him at once, and we will proceed." 

I afterwards learned, that on releasing die poor fellew, he 
was stripped naked, and whipped into ihe wood, where he ran 
for a place oi refuge ! 

As we approached the village, the people were seen nnif- 
Bing in every direction thixiugh the streets, apparently in the 
most fearful excitement ; and no opposition was made to our 
advance. At the spot where we entered, was the eoJd, or 
fording-place of a small atream ; this we passed, and rode 
through the town to the square, or market-place, in the centre. 
Apprehensive that in the absence of a garrison there might 
be an organization of militia, I directed every adult male to 
assmnble at the market-|dace ; and the town being small, my. 
orders were so<hi promulgated and obeyed. Here I ran up 
the patriot flag ; and leaving a small guard over our prison- 
en, I marched slowly through the streets of the town. On 
every hand the unprotected women and children came to the 
doors of their houses, holding in their hands pieces of plate, 
and other valuables, as peace-ofierings for the safety of their 
persons. My heait bled, as I witnessed the terror that was 
pamted in ^ir looks ; and 1 thanked Grod that Garrere had 
not come in person. Hapless indeed would have been their 
fate in his hands. 

Having returned to the market-place, I summoned the 
Ms^trado ; told him that he was a prisoner to the army of 
La Patriae and demanded his arms. He assured me tlwt 
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there were ho arn» in the place — that they were never a&m^ 
^ ed to have thism ; and expressed a hope that as they were oar 
prisoners, we would respect their families. Ae I left him, 
Panana rode up to me, and said — 

" Senor mayor, the men wish to know what license you 
give them." 

'* None ! Tell them the first man that dismounts, dies !" 
..He hesitated, and was about to speak, but I interrupted him — 

" Am I understood ?" 

He returned to the corps. Giving direction to the officer 
of the guard, whom I had determined to leave with about 
one hundred men, I remained apart, but kept my eye on the 
corps, to ascertain the effect of my order. I saw that it pro- 
duced considerable commotion ; the ranks were gradually 
broken, the men riding hither and thither, conversing, and 
a{^arently very much disposed to revolt. I perceived, too^ 
that Bacca made no effort to restrain them. After some fif- 
teen minutes, Panana, who had the iII^)udence of the devil, 
came to me again, and said to me as before : 

" Senor mayor, the men desire to know what license you 
give them in the town 1" 

"I tell you,nontf/" I replied, fiercely. "No man shall 
touch the value of a pin ! Tell Major Bacca to form the 
corps instantly!" 

He retired. I again saw the Magistrado, and informed 
him that I should leave the villa, for a few days, under a 
smaU guard, whom he must respeet and treat well, or his 
town would be made to answer for it ; that the private rights 
of his people should be respected, and that the prisoners 
were at liberty to return to their homes. I now perceived 
that my order to form the corps had not been obeyed ; and 
putting spurs to my horse, I sprang towards them. The first 
man that I encountered was Panana. 

" Villain !" I exclaimed, seizing him by the collar, " you 
have not given my order !" 
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And as I hurled him to the groand, he replied^ like a 
8chool4>07 under the whip — 

" I hixoe, Senor ! I have r 

I left him, and went on. 

*' Major Bacca," I cried, speaking so loud as to be heard 
by every man, and in a tone that could not be mistaken, *' did 
that officer deliver my order ?" 

'' No, Senor ! he only said yon ordered that we should not 
touch the value of a pin." 

" Well, sir, I said it ! Form the column instantly, and 
cross the vado /" 

The order was as quickly obeyed as given. I remained 
at the vado until the last man had crossed ; then, as look- 
ing back upon the town, I saw the upstretched arms, and 
clasped hands, of women who were invoking blessings, 
and returning thanks to God for their unexpected {Mreserva- 
tion, I may safely aver that at that moment, without a che- 
Un in my purse, my coat made of patches, and ^ith scarce 
two shirts in the world, I drank in the purest draught of hap- 
piness &at my heart has ever known. Without a single soul 
to assist me in my endeavor, I had, through the influence of 
rabordination alone, saved a defenceless villa from the saqueo, 
and its helpless women from violence. My situation,. during 
the first twenty-four hours of our return march, was far from 
safe. Panana himself, had he dared, would have murdered 
me at night ; but he feared me, and was even heard to swear 
that he did not believe I ever slept. This opinion indeed 
became almost a superstition with my men, for in truth I 
never slept soundly when on service ; and as the slightest 
noise aroused me, they almost believed that I never slept at 
all. A custom which I had, of walking about the camp at 
night, served also to strengthen their opinion. 

10 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Intubordinttioii of Ci^ Baooa, and Lou of the B>ttaiionr-8m poi M»oa 
of Grarrere — ^New Regiment at the Banda San Francisco— a Jealooi 
Husband — Interview with Crasey— The Mattaca Indians — ^Visit to 
Jajuy — Supremacy of the Church — Persecution and Imprisonment. 

On my r^tam to the outpost, I left the troops in oamp, sod 
proceeded immediately to Oran, where I reported to- dA. 
Garrere what I had done, and advised him to follow up tb^ 
ftdvantage by immediately establishing as strong a gatriaon 
fts possible at Pascaye. He replied by stating, as beforei 
that he would consult at head^quarters upon the subject, ani 
continued his frivolities in the city. Gov. Civflia continued, 
as he had ever been, my most cordial friend. He apphtuded 
the course which I had taken, and joined with me in advi- 
sing Garrere to garrison the place ; but it so happened that 
a little private hostility existed at this time between them, 
and Garrere refused to be advised or directed by him. I had 
been about two weeks in town, when we learned that Bacca 
(who, by the way, had complained to Garrere of my refosal 
to allow the saqueo and pillage of Pascaye) had left ^e out- 
post, taking every man with him, and moved towards that 
town ; and subsequently we received information that after 
committing numerous atrocities in the scattered hamlets about 
the country, he had arrived at Pascaye, and was received 
upon the swords of a detachment of the Spanish army, and 
nearly the whole corps butchered. When this announcement 
arrived, Gov. Civilia was loud in condemnation of Garrere's 
neglect, sa3ring, that had he performed his duty, this sacrifice 
would not have occurred, and declaring his determination to 
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ivpcnrt tbe whole mttter to our commaodiiig gf^taal Gortte. 
Tkis he did, speaking at the same time in the highest terms 
of my course, and indeed of my services generally, adding, 
also, that by this act I had been again thrown out of active 
service. 

The general immediately denmnded of Col. Grarrere the 
cause of his neglect, which led to a short correspondence 
between them, the precise character of which I could not 
kno^but which fiiutUy terminated in the suspension of Oar- 
rere. 

Civilia at this time sent a request that I would call on him 
in the evening at his house. L ^d so ; and we cimversed 
at length upon the subject of the existing wars in Peru, and 
also the more immediate matters of Garrere's suspension, and 
the creation of a new regiment then recruiting at Utte Banda 
San Francisco, about fifteen leagues from Oran ; and finally 
lie said to me — 

« What would you think if I should obtain for you a c<nii* 
imssion as colonel of that regiment ?" 

I replied, '*Seiior Civilia, should such good fortune be 
mine, I should perform my duties with fidelity, and strive, 
with renewed energy, to secure to the people of Peru that 
independence for which they are struggling. I desire," said . 
I, " to see the whole American continent freed from foreign 
dictation and misrule. I believe man to be capable of self- 
government, and sincerely wish that every nation under the 
sun might, like my own, enjoy the blessings of constitutional 
freedom." 

He said he would, if possible, obtain that command for me, 
notwithstanding Garrere had set his hopes upon it, and in- 
deed expected to receive it. I thanked him for his interest 
in my behalf, and again assured him that I would never dis- 
grace the trust should it be bestowed upon me. I subse- 
quently found that he had been some time engaged in paving 
the way to this appointment, and in less than a week my 
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oommissioA as ci^nel arrired, with orders to take command 
of the division of the army then forming on the Banda San 
Francisco. 

Here was a promotion be3rond my most sanguine hopes ; 
and it was with no small degree of pride that I rode down 
the Banda to see my new regiment. I found an encampment 
of about five hundred men, and every thing in most complete 
order. 

In the vicinity of our camp lay a farm owned by Doi^ran- 
cisco Sombrano, a little phlegmatic individual, about sixty 
years of age, with a wife of about twenty-three. I often 
visited their house by invitation of the Don, until he took it 
into his head to become jealous of my politeness to his young 
wife, of which he did not hesitate to inform me in terms the 
most threatening. It was in vain I protested that he wronged 
the good lady by his suspicions ; he would have his own 
opinion of the matter, so I left him to enjoy it, and went into 
a train of reflections, which led my mind to inquire by what 
rule of philosophy a man must necessarily travel to reach, 
perversely, that hell of existence which is found in the burn- 
ing doubts of conjugal fidelity. This man, conscious perhaps 
of his own infirmity of age, looked ever with a suspicious eye 
upon the wife of his bosom, ever doubting, and ever seeking, 
yet never finding cause for his foolish distrust ; his mind 
was chained to a continual anticipation of evil, and his i^ole 
life converted into an existence of torment. He might ap- 
propriately have exclaimed with Othello, 

<* I swear 'tis better to be much abused 
Than but to know't a little." 

His hostility to me became inveterate ; and, as I frequent- 
ly rode to Oran, passing through a close wood for a distance 
of about four miles, he was heard to say that " some day 
they would find my body in the woods." His threat, how- 
ever, had no effect upon me — I rode as before ; and, true (so 
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far as it went) to his promise, I one day met him, when ob 
my way from town to the camp. He had with him two of 
his own servants, all well armed, and they with himself were 
posted in the middle of the road directly in my way. As I 
came up to them, the Don put on a fierce look, and placing a 
strong emphasis on the first word as he spoke, said — 

^*WeU, my young colonel !" 

The word " wjcW," as here employed, might have meant 
any thing but the legitimate purport of the word. It seemed 
to say, as plain as a monosyllable could say it, " Now I have 
you, sir." So I put on a face as fierce as his own, and, at 
the same time laying my hand on the hilt of my sword, pro- 
nounced with an equal emphasis, but with a different inflec- 
tion, the same word, "Wie//?" by which I meant to say, 
" Now that you have me, what do you intend to do ?" 

The question, however, together with my attitude and look, 
he did not seem prepared to answer. He glanced at his 
men, then at me, and, as he seemed undecided, I said — 

** Don Francisco, you are bound to Oran, I to my encamp- 
ment — I wish you a very good day." Then putting spurs to 
my horse, I rode past him, glancing over my shoulder to be 
prepared for an assault, but it was unnecessary : he did not 
follow, and from that time I heard no more of his threats. 

I had been in camp but a few days, when I heard that an 
Englishman resided about a mile off, on a tobacco plantation. 
As I was always happy to find a person with whom I could 
converse in the English language, I determined to visit him ; 
and, accordingly, on the next day rode to the spot. But what 
was my surprise and joy on finding my old friend and fellow- 
sufiferer, Luke Crasey, whom I had left in the occupation of 
setting diamonds, when I was escorted to a prison at the city 
of San Juan. His joy was equal to my own, and each had 
a thousand things to say to the other. He complained bit- 
terly of his fate ; said the convulsions of the country had 
driven him almost to beggary, and that he was then about to 

10» 
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•tart whk a company under Don PaUo Sma, to •Z{4ore and 
survey the river Vermeio, a small river which passes the 
Banda San Francisco, and empties into the river Puragcuay. 
The Yermejo was supposed to be navi^ble throughout the 
whole distance ; and, in order to determine its ci^pacities, 
Don Pablo had built a small vessel, and engaged the oo^ 
operation of a number of Frenchmen, who, like himself, were 
owners of property on its banks. 

Prior to his leaving, Crasey and myself exchanged courts* 
eies, and passed most of the time together, either at the camp 
or the plantation ; but in a few days, their expedition bekig 
ready, he departed. 

N^r San Francisco was a tribe of Indians, known as the 
Mattacas. They often visited us in small numbers ; and I 
occasionally amused m3rself by going into their camp, and 
studying their habits and customs, which afforded a strong 
contrast with those of my friends the Chiriviones. The one 
was cleanly, almost with religious scrupulousness ; the other 
on the of^site extreme. This tribe, unlike any other race 
of men, worships a living deity ; and that is always the old- 
est male member of the tribe. But in order that their deity 
shall not become common-place, and lose the devotional re- 
spect that is due to his character as a god, he is required by 
their tenets to absent himself from his tribe, and become a 
recluse ; never appearing to them, except at certain stipulated 
periods. In case of his non-appearance at the appointed 
time, he is accounted dead, and the next oldest takes his 
place. I was present at one of those periodical visitations ; 
when the deity no sooner appeared, than all present fell upon 
dieir faces in the most abject humility. He remained among 
them one or two days, giving counsel, and inquiring about 
their necessities, and again disappeared. Their mode of 
courtship and marriage is brief and singular, yet differing 
but little from the manner of some of our North American 
tribes. It is thus : Whenever a Mattaca becomes touted 
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'wkh- tke tffioder flame, ke takw «oiii» oonyemciit mode of aif- 
xdiyiiig the same to his ** object ;" bat the method of ^ pojH 
ping the questi<m,'' is by jdacing before her door at night a 
hfundle of sticks. If the sticks are taken and burned, he is 
accepted, and the marriage ceremony is over ; he has noth- 
ing more to do but take his wife. If, however, he finds the 
bondle of sticks lying in the morning where he placed them 
at night, he takes his fuel, and goes in search of another 

Their mode of treatment of the sick, in certain cases, is 
indeed any thing but Christian ; for, whenever one of their 
people is taken with small-pox, he is placed within the centre 
€f a circular yard, made with pickets for the occasion, sup- 
|[4ied with food and drink, and left to his fate. If he recovers, 
well ; if not, he is never sought for by man, woman, or child : 
•o complete is their dread ff the disease. The Mattacas are 
a wandering and indolent race. 

I had now been several months at the Banda. My regi- 
ment numbered seven hundred good men. But as I had no 
immediate service on hand, I determined to spend a mcmth 
ia visiting some friends at Jujuy, and other places in that di- 
rection : a determination which changed the entire curreitf 
of my affairs, and set me again on the down-hill road. 

I set out one fine morning, with an attendant on horseback, 
leading a mule, which bore my valises strapped across his 
back. As a measure of precaution, in case the mule should 
at any time get from his fastening, and rove away into the 
woods, a small bell was attached by a strap around his neck, 
by which his whereabout might be known ; for, thus equipped, 
at every step the bell responded with a continuous ^' tinkle, 
tinkle, tinkle J' We proceeded first to Oran, where I learned 
that the Donna Cacinta was at that time on a visit at Jujuy ; 
and I felt gratified that I should thus have the privilege of her 
society during my few days of leisure. I proceeded imrne*- 
diately on my journey, stq^ng at Ladesma and San Pedro, 
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where I had formed acquaintaQoefl on my former mardi 6<nn 
Humaguaca to Oran ; and at length arrived at Jajuy. My 
attendant with the mtde had not yet arrived ; and as he 
often travelled slower than myself, I knew not how far be- 
hind he might be $ so I gave my horse in charge, and with a 
friend started as far as the market-place, in which direction 
I knew my servant would pass. Here I waited, expecting 
every moment to hear the *' tinkle" of his bell. 

It is proper here to remind the reader that I was in what 
is very significantly termed a Catholic country ; or, to bo 
more explanatory, a country governed by the Catholic reli- 
gion : for although ^e civil authority of the country is stem, 
and the military sway almost boundless, the ecclesiastical is 
supreme; and wo to the luckless wight who falls into its 
grasp. All must own submission and pay obeisance to the 
church ; and the governor, the general, or the judge, what- 
ever may be bis own private tenets, must hail the passing 
hast with bended knee, or su0er the severest punishment of 
an offended priesthood for his temerity. The holy host, as it 
is termed, is borne by a procession of friars, headed with one 
bearing an image of the Saviour. At his side is another, 
carrying a small bell, which, by a continual tinkle, gives no- 
tice of their approach. These are preceded, at a distance of 
forty or fifty yards, by priests, with soldiers on either side, 
ready to strike down all who are not kneeling at their ap- 
proach. 

I was at the market-place, as before stated, in conversation 
with my friend, awaiting the arrival of my servant, and ex- 
pecting every moment to hear the tinkle of ihe bell attached 
to his mule. I'he sound of a bell at length reached my ear, 
but I was in earnest conversation and gave it no heed, when 
suddenly I received a blow from behind, which threw me a 
little forward, and knocked my garro into the dirt. I turned 
to resent the insult, and met the frown of an exasperated friar. 
He was preceding the host, accompanied by his guard ; fnnn 
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&e musket of one of whom, I had received the blow. But» 
adi I always scrupulously conformed, outwardly at least, to the 
customs of the country, I instantly feU upon my knees, by the 
side of my friend, who had discovered the cause of our inter* 
raption in time to escape the holy displeasure of the advanced 
guard of the host. 

The procession passed on. I felt that I had committed a 
crime sufficient to draw a watchful eye towards me^ yet 
trusted that no further note would be taken of the circum- 
stance. It was a vain trust, however ; for, in the space of 
eight hours, I was arrested for contumely towards the holy 
i^urch, and, without trial or examination of any kind, cast 
into a loathsome cell. The Donna Cacinta had no sooner 
learned of my arrival and imprisonment, than she wrote to 
Gov. Civilia, urging him to demand my release ; but that of- 
ficer, after various vain attempts, was forced to declare, in a 
letter, (which was clandestinely conveyed to me,) that his 
intercessions were totally disregarded, and that it was impos- 
sible to effect my liberation. He also deplored my detention 
from the regiment ; and stated* that nearly all the provinces 
were in seditious commotion. Nothing, therefore, remained 
to me, but to submit to my miserable imprisonment, and abide 
the result. My offence had, of course, been magnified a 
thousand fold. The friar who caused my imprisonment, very 
naturally, in making his complaint, made it strong enough to 
accomjdish his object ; and from that grew a mountain of of- 
fence in the public mind. The friend who was near me at 
the time of the occurrence, very wisely remamed silent ; 
well knowing, as I did, that to attempt to excuse an offender 
against the church, was but to become an abettor and share 
his imprisonment. 

For three months I bad been in this horrible confinement, 
which had almost deprived me of reason, when one night I 
was awakened from a feverish slumber, by the drawing of 
bolts at my prison door. Lifting my head, I saw, indistinct- 
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I7, the fenn of a friar, with his cowl ch>sely drawQ, aad hold- 
ing in his hand a lamp, whose flickering flame served onlj 
to make mi&re dreary the desolation of my prison. As he 
entered, the door was closed and bolted behind him. Resting 
on my elbow, I looked upon him from the dark comer wher# 
I lay, without speaking a word ; bnt, as I gazed, the thought^ 
'* Is this an angel of lignt, or an angel of darkness 1^ crossed 
fny mind. Throwing back his cowl, and shading with his 
hai^ the light from his eyes, he looked for a moment, with a 
straining effort, into the dark recess ; then, without moving 
forther, pronounced my name. I at once recognised the maa 
whom I had encountered at the market-j^ace, and on whose 
complaint I had been thrown into this gloomy dungeon ; and 
I replied, in a bitter tone — 

*' Well, holy father, what would you have of me now 1*^ 

" My son,** said he, " this is no hour for irreverent blas- 
phemy ; but I forgive you. The punishment of your orime 
has already exceeded my intent ; yet I fear the worst has not 
arrived." 

** Well, I can bear it all, be it what it may. My life and 
these walls have become wedded : if I should part with them 
at the same time, it would not go hard with me." 

" My son !" said he, in an exclamation of reproof. 

<' Look at me," I continued, " and answer to my bonesy 
which speak to you through the parched skin, whether it is 
possible for you to make a punishment of death. The poor 
machinery of my body, worn as it is by sickness and dis- 
tress, hangs together but by a single thread, which barely 
keeps the soul within its tenement. Twould not cause one 
^ pang to sever it." 

** Still I would save you, though I fear it is too late. The 
people are greatly excited towards you, and whether you shall 
die or suffer banishment to Casas Matar, is not yet determined." 

" If I die on this issue, you may account yourself my mur- 
derer," I replied, in a calm but decided tone. 



THE AUGBKTIlfE REPUBLIC. 119 

^ I can pitnrent sueli a catastrophe/' said he, " on one con- 
&tton» whkh is in your povrer to meet." 

" And what is that conditimi, holy father ?" 

** Remember, my son, that life is sweet, and dear to those 
who loye you in a distant land. Think of them, ray son, and 
fiwr their sake strive to preserve it." 

'* Bnt the condition, holy father ; what is the conditiim ?" 

" That yon become a Cadidiic," 

** Friar, you do not know me. My life is scarce worth 
the holding at any price ; surely; I will not buy it so dearly 
as that. Will nothing but apostacy serve me in my ex* 
^emity !" 

" Nothing but that can save you." 

" Then let me die !" 

" At least you will say you are a Catholic, that I may tell 
it to the holy fathers, and thus subdue your enemies ; say 
that, and your prison doors are open." 

** Father, I will not even lie to save a wretched life. While 
I have sojourned in your country I have observed all the re- 
quirements of your public customs and ceremonies. I have 
fought for your country, I have bled for it, I have suffered 
for it, and now I am ready to die, if it please ye ; but, if it 
must be so, I will die as I have lived — a man of honor !" 

" You will not say it ?" 

" No !" 

Crossing himself devoutly, he said — 

" Then / wiU ;" and with these words he left the cell. 

What course he pursued, I know not ; but for seventeen 
days longer I remained in all the horrors of suspense, when 
at length a person, whom I had not seen before, entered the 
prison, bearing in his hand an open letter, which he handed 
to me. On looking at the letter, I found it to be an order for 
my release, with directions to leave the town in twenty-four 
hoars ; upon which I was immediately conducted to the^ street 
and set at liberty. 
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I proceeded directly to the bouse where I had left the little 
all that I possessed, in hopes of obtaining a change of ap- 
parel, and a little money to assist me on my return to Oran, 
but I found nbthing. My valises, with their contents, horse, 
mule, every thing had been swept away by the confiscating 
power of the church — and I stood once more penniless. 

I determined to hasten direct to Oran, weak and emaciated 
as I was, in hopes of there finding leisure and means for the 
restorauon of my health, before taking command of my reg^i- 
ment. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Fate of Godfrey Pananio— Return to Oran — Gov. Giyilia deposed — Inter- 
view with the new Grovomor — Journey towards the Frontier — Salta — 
A Friend in need — Reconciliation between a Jealous Husband and 
his Pretty Wife — Earthquake — Ruins of La Suldad cPEstaca— The 
Nymph of the Woods — Modes of Pastime at the Celebration of Nu- 
estra Senora de los Dolores, 

Being released from prison, I directed my steps to the 
bouse of a man named Pysanio, whom I had before known. 
Pysanio, though a native, was no Catholic ; and, after hear- 
ing my story of suffering and injustice, he told me of the fate 
of my old acquaintance Godfrey Pananio, whom I have be- 
fore mentioned to the reader. This man having been taken 
ill, and, as was often the case, left almost friendless, (for it 
seemed as though the sympathies of every heart were frozen 
up,) was in his last hours visited by a friar, who exhorted 
him to confession. Pananio replied that he was a Protestant, 
and did not believe in the efficacy of confession to man, and 
begged that he might be supplied with something that would 
relieve his pain and suffering. He was told that by embra- 
cing the Catholic religion and confessing, he would secure 
attention, but that if he refused to do so, he should be left to 
his fate, and none should approach him. He replied that he 
would die as he had lived, a Protestant ; and so, all succor 
being withheld, he died. His miserable death did not, how- 
ever, satisfy the cold and heartless spirit of intolerance. His 
lifeless body was denied burial, and cast uncovered upon the 
liver's bank, from whence it was removed, and interred by the 

U 
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direction of Richard Orrs, Esq., at that time a merchant of 
the town.* 

The time allowed me to remain in the place left but little 
opportunity to look about, had I felt able and so disposed ; 
but as it was, I cared for nothing but to get away. How I 
should do so. Heaven only could determine ; suffering, feeble, 
and friendless, for I sought no S3nnpathy, and was too much 
acquainted with privation and endurance to shrink from my 
physical inability to proceed. I left Pysanio, and went to 
the suburbs on my way to Oran. Here I was met by an- 
other, who had slightly known me before. He expressed a 
sincere regret at seeing me in such a condition, and urged 
me to go to his house, which was near at hand, and remain 
until I should be in better condition to travel. I told him of 
the impossibility ; for I well knew that to have accepted his 
hospitality would have brought down upon his head the ven- 
geance of the demons who had persecuted me. I was anx- 
ious, too, to reach Oran, where, with Gov. Civilia, I was sure 
of such treatment as would tend to restore my strength, and 
fit me once more for the duties of my profession. Finding 
that 1 could not remain, he said, that at least I should not go 
on foot ; and very generously gave me a mule to convey me 
on my journey. I thanked him heartily, and left the town, 
utterly disgusted with every thing save this one act of kind- 
ness. Here, where 1 had anticipated a short season of relax- 
ation from the duties of my camp, and the attendant sweets of 
social life, I had been, for a term of near four months, iuha- 
manly and unjustly incarcerated in a vile and loathsome 
prison, and this too under the sanction of what is called Chris- 
tianity ! I thought of the reply of the Chirivione chief, and 
envied his pure and ^appy people the blessing which they 
enjoyed under their simple and unostentatious manner of so- 
cial existence : and, with an earnest prayer that my native 

f This gentleniaii was a native of \h^ United States 
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land might never be brought under the curse of a p(^tico-re« 
ligious government, I set out on my lonesome journey^ 

After a few days I reached Oran, having shunned as much 
as possible every place and person on my way, in the antici« 
pation of a good home and generous friends when I should 
reach the city. But here I was doomed to another disap- 
pointment. During my absence Civilia had been deposed, 
and left the city ; my regiment had been disbanded or broken, 
by neglect and desertion ; and I found myself, so far as the 
government was concerned, a total stranger. To the suc- 
cessor of Civilia I presented myself, and witnessed a forcible 
illustration of the rule of contrast. Instead of that urbane 
and courteous gentleman, I found myself before a gross and 
surly man of about fifty, whose manner and appearance were 
rendered doubly disgusting by the exhibition of an immense 
and unsightly wen, which protruded from beneath his chin, 
occupying the whole space between the chin and the chest.* 
To this man I reported myself, and asked for orders ; to 
which he repUed, that if I wanted a command I might get 
troops where I could find them. This cavalier answer left 
me fortunately in no state of uncertainty : it was plain that I 
need look for no aid from him, and as to my raising a regi- 
ment without a chelin in the worid, that was 'equally out of 
the question. 

I remembered having left an old sword and some half- worn 
clothes at the house of a friend in the city. I called on 
him — ^found all safe ; and, after remaining a few days to 
gain strength, I concluded to go on as far as Salta, in hopes 
of finding some means of getting into active service. I ac- 

* These singalar excrescences are very common in this part of the 
country, and sometimes grow to an astonishing size. I have seen them 
hanging so large and elongated beneath the chin, or on the side of the 
neck, that the persons suffering with them have laid them upon the shoul- 
der to relieve the head from their cumbrous weight Their bulk ie often 
as great as would fill a half-peck measure. 



124 CIVIL WARS OF 

C4»rding^y made a second visit to his ExceUenza, tbe govemof , 
and told him of my intention, presuming that he would at 
least offer me a horse for the journey. He told me, with an 
air of indifference, that I was at liberty to go as soon as I 
pleased. 

I said, " Will your Excellenza have the goodness to order 
my passport made out ?" 

" Yes." 

His surly manner almost forbade me to ask another favor ; 
but I must have the means of transportation, and, moreover, I 
felt a serious inconvenience from the perfect vacuum which 
existed in my purse. I spoke again. 

** If your ExceUenza would be so kind as to insert in the 
passport an order to the commandants of the posts which I 
shall pass, to furnish me with horses, I shall take it as an 
especial favor ; for, I assure your Excellenzay I have not the 
means to purchase, or even to hire one for the journey." 

« It shall be done," said he, gruffly. " What more ?" 

" Nothing, senor," said I, completely insulted with his 
words and manner ; and withdrew, determined to get along 
as well as a man conveniently could, without a medio in his 
pocket. 

I left the city of Oran, hoping for the last time, for I was 
wearied with reverses, disaster, suffering, and ingratitude ; 
and was now fully determined to work my way, step by^ step, 
to Buenos Ayres ; thence to embark for my native land, 
where I could at least be free from persecution. As I left 
the town, I turned back, from a small eminence, to take one 
farewell look, and was struck with admiration at the magnifi- 
cence of the scene before me. Almost every house in the 
town has its orange-garden ; some containing ten, twenty, 
and even fifty trees. The fruit was just ripe ; and, from the 
position which I then occupied, the whole town seemed 
buried in one perfect mantle of green and gold, waving and 
flashing in the sunbeams. " Ah !" thought I, " how inviting. 
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kow lovely is aatore, when unperverted by the dark and fear- 
ful influences of human passion ! Here is a country fitted 
for man's enjoyment comparable even with the Eden (^ 
creaticm ; yet ^11 is lost, all is absorbed in the hideous vortex 
of ambition.** 

The people of Oran are remarkably small in stature. In- 
deed I do not think that I ever saw a native of that province 
exceeding four feet in height. The face of the country is 
low and level, and the cUmate excessively hot ; by which, 
during summer, the inhabitants are mostly confined to their 
houses or orange-groves, after about seven o'clock in the 
morning ; and to this cause is attributed the Lilliputian di- 
mensions of the people. Sugar-cane grows abundantly, and 
furnishes the staple product of this region of country. 

Proceeding on my journey, the various petty commandants 
upon the route provided me with horses, as directed, always 
taking pains to give me the worst horse in ^eir possession, 
until 1 arrived upon a nag at the city of Salta, completely 
worn down with fatigue, and even hunger. I determined, in 
my adversity, to seek none who had known me in my upward 
career to fame, for, with all the other evils then .pressing up- 
on me, I had grown misanthropical and sternly proud. In 
the suburbs of the town I rode up to a shantee, in the door oi 
which stood an old woman. The sun was just setting in the 
west ; and as I drew up the reins of my broken steed, the old 
woman noticed my dejected and wo-wom countenance, as 
also my military dress, and exclaimed — 

" Ah ! mi military what is the matter ?" 

" I am hungry and weary," said I, " can you give me food 
and rest ?" 

" Si, senor, come in." 

I alighted ; and the old woman, calling a boy, to whmo 
she gave charge of my horse, led the way into her hut. I 
told her that I was penniless ; but she only uttered an exclama- 
tion of pity, and proceeded to prepare for me a dish of 
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mBsani&ray or mush and milk. "^ Duxuag my repast, she asked 
if I wished to obtain a room. I told her that any place 
would do for me ; and after supper she showed me an unoc- 
cupied room, in a shantee adjoining her ow|i, and asked if 
that would suit me. The apartment was about four yarda 
square, with a brick floor, unfurnished, and dreary enough. 
It was, however, in keeping with my mood, and I said I 
would take it. The boy brought my saddle into the room ; 
and the old woman having found '* keeping" for my horse in 
the neighborhood, I sat myself down upon a bench, and re- 
flected upon the best means of pursuing my journey over a 
route with which I was comparatively a stranger. I reflect- 
ed also upon the contrast of my condition here and hereto- 
fore. I thought of the words of the Supreme Directcwr of 
Buenos Ayres, when he gave me my first commission as a 
bandero. " Go," said he, " and make your own way up the 
ladder of fortune." Alas ! I found myself still on the first 
round, or perhaps even beneath it. All my efibrts had been 
unrewarded. I was a foreigner ; and although, in order to 
secure my services, I had been loaded with rank and tempo- 
rary power, .no emolument had followed my services ; and 
now, after years of toil, privation, danger, imprisonment, 
and suffering of every kind, I found myself in the city of 
Salta, dependent upon the charity of a poor old woman ! 
Need I say that I looked out upon the town with a feeling of 
more than contempt ? or that I shunned the society and con- 
tact of man, as he appeared to me in his hideous deformity 
of soul ? Will any ask why I sought not those who had 
known me in the glow of my seeming prosperity ; preferring 
rather the communion of my own sad thoughts, in solitude 
and in gloom ? Let him be answered when he has known 
the thousand stings of ingratitude and neglect, for in that hour 
shall he find a response which cannot else be given. 

I thought, now, how contented would I be, could I but look 
to some spot, however obscure, however humble, and call it 
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by the blessed name of home. All my gorgeous aspirations 
of honor, rank, fortune, and fame, had vani^died from my soul ; 
and I thought, that if I could but escape from the turbulence 
of the world, and sit quietly down in the peaceful retirement 
of private life, I should h6 happy. 

I had been two days in my seclusion, scarce going beyond 
my own premises, when a shoemaker, who worked at his 
trade in the neighborhood, approached my shantee as I stood 
in the door, and, ¥f\th hat in hand, pronounced, with a tone 
and look of surprise, the words, " Mi Comomdante P* As- 
tonished and mortified at being discovered, my mind at the 
same time diverted by his tone and manner, I did for the in- 
stant assume, in fact, the feeling and bearing of the officer. 
Looking at him with a searching effort, I demanded, " Who 
are you ?" But the words were scarce uttered, when I recog- 
nised him as one of my outpost at Humaguaca. In an in- 
stant my feelings came down, or rather up, from the comon- 
dante to the man. Extending my hand to him, 1 said — 

'' Ah ! my brave comrade, I am glad to meet you. Put on 
your sombrero, my man, and come into my quarters ; we are 
equals now." 

I took him into my hut. He was a poor and humble man. 
He had never wronged me. We were indeed equals ; or, at 
least, I was not his superior — ^perhaps he was mine. After 
exacting from him a promise of secrecy, very much against 
his wish, I told him of my reverses, and my wish to proceed, 
unknown, to Tucuman, in hopes that he might be able to learn 
of some caravan or person going in that direction, with whom , 
I could travel. But my object was no sooner known, than 
the generous fellow declared that he would himself be my 
guide, my companion, and my servant ; saying, at the same 
time, that he would do work at the ranchos on the way, to 
obtain the necessary means of defraying our expenses. He 
said he was a single man, knew every inch of the road, and 
begged that I would take him into my service. " I have got," 
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said he, '* a good mule, a pair of saddle-bags, which I can 
fill with corn and chorea moUda, (jerked beef, roasted and 
pounded,) and I am sure we can get along very well." 

It is needless to say that I accepted the good fellow's of- 
fer, resting on- the hope that it would be some day in my 
power to reward him. We set to work forthwith in our prep- 
arations ; and as I could not leave the old woman who had 
sheltered me, without just remuneration, I sent my sword by- 
Diego, (who insisted on being my servant,) into the town to 
be sold. It was a good weapon, with a silver-mounted hilt 
of curious workmanship, and had stood by me through my 
encounter at Carriparee, and in many a skirmish at the out- 
post of Huraaguaca. I parted with it with almost as much 
regret as though it had been a limb of my own body ; but 
there was no alternative, and I consoled myself with the re- 
flection that it was sacrificed in an honorable cause. With 
the proceeds I purchased a weapon of less pretensions, and 
had sufficient money left for immediate use. 

On the day after that on which I was accosted by Diego, I 
walked a short distance, at about sunset, from my hiding- 
place, and was met by another, with whom I had formed a 
slight acquaintance when in the city before. This man was 
a resident of Salta ; and upon our exchanging salutations, he 
informed me that serious difficulties had occurred in his do- 
mestic affairs : such, indeed, as to cause a separation from 
his wife. As is usual in such cases, jealousy was the mov- 
ing cause of their difficulties ; but, although he was the jeal- 
ous party, the separation was caused by the determination oi 
the wife : a thing quite unusual in that country. When I 
say unusual, it is perhaps well to explain why it is so. 

I will therefore state, by way of premise, that the Spanish 
descendants, like the genuine Castilians, are extremely scru- 
pulous as to their domestic rights ; and an act of known in- 
fidelity on the part of the wife, is generally followed with 
impunity by the death of the oflending party. And when a 
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Imsband strongly suspects liis wife, without baring, however, 
any positive proof, it is very common for him to say to her, 
" Senora, we must part ; I believe you are unfaithful." The 
lady will of course protest her innocence, and weep floods of 
tears. But be only responds by sa3dng, " Go ; 1 do not wish 
to conmiit murder, and that is the only means by which it 
can be prevented." When his mind is thus made up, further 
remonstrance becomes useless ; the lady returns to her 
friends or her paramour, and there ihe matter ends. But in 
this instance, the lady had left her husband against his direct 
wisb, notwithstanding his own suspicions ; and this very 
course had evidently tended to shake his doubts, and, as he 
loved his wife, create a desire for reunion. All this he told 
me, and expressed a wish that I would intercede to bring 
about such a result. I told him of my unfitness at that time 
to perform such a duty, but he insisted that I should see her ; 
and as the lad3r's residence was not far distant, I consented. 

Calling therefore at the house, and inquiring for the lady, 
I was shown into a neat apartment, where I was soon after 
joined by a lady about twenty-four years of age, and very 
beautiful. Her hair and eyes were jet black, the former fall- 
ing in long and sweeping ringlets over her graceful neck and 
shoulders, which were slightly exposed, and the latter speak- 
ing at the first glance a volume of playful sweetness. Her 
whole appearance was voluptuous ; and my mind was irre- 
sistibly drawn at once to the conclusion, that my friend had 
not been mistaken in his suspicion. 

" You inquired for me, senor ?" she said, in a most gracious 
Ume and manner, as soon as the usual salutations of politeness 
had been exchanged. 

" I did, senora, if you are the wife of Pon — — ," I replied. 

" I am his wife, senor ; please to be seated." 

" And you do not live happily with him, as I learn ?" 1 
said, as we took seats upon the sofa. 

" I regret to say, seiior^ that you have learned truly," she 
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replied, glancing at me with an air of uncertainly, and evi- 
dently annoyed by my inquiries. 

" Pardon nae, sefiora," said I, perceiving her embarrass- 
ment. " I visit you as the friend of your husband ; I am also 
your friend, and would gladly see one so beautiful restored to 
the arms of him who loves her." 

" Since you are my husband's friend," she replied, with 
more of ease in her manner, " Mid since you have been frank 
with me, I will be equally so with you, senor. My husband 
does 710^ love me." 

" You mistake him, I do assure you." 

" He is always jealous." 

'* His wish to remain with you, under such a circumstance, 
is the best proof of his love. Love, they say, makes a man 
a fool, and he must be a fool indeed who will remain with a 
wife when he believes her unfaithful." 

** And if he has no cause for suspicion, senor, is it the du^ 
of his wife to remain forever subject to his taunts and abuse ?" 

" If he has no cause he deserves punishment for such sus- 
picion and treatment, most certainly." 

"And do you believe that my husband's suspicions are 
well founded?" 

" Pardon me, senora, / do. But that is no part of my mis- 
sion. I have not come to arraign you. Your husband has 
suspected you, but his suspicion has passed away. He now 
believes you innocent ; and for your mutual happiness it were 
well that he continued to believe so. That must depend upon 
your future conduct." 

" I would cheerfully live with him," she replied, without 
attempting to cast aside the imputation which I had so fully 
placed upon her. " I would cheerfully live with him, if he 
would treat me with becoming kindness ; but heretofore I 
have received nothing but what is the reverse of that." 

" I am sure, senora, that nothing but jealousy could induce 
him to treat you unkindly. Men of sense are not prone to 
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make themselves miserable wi^om cause, or at least a tan- 
gible appearance of cause. So ymi perceive that as he loves 
you, the power is in your own hands to make him your slave, 
in the tender bonds of affection, instead of your tyrant. Upon 
yonr own deiheanor depends every thing, and if you love him 
there is now no barrier to your mutual happiness. I pray 
you, therefore, allow me to convey to him die gratifying in- 
telligence of a full reconciliation." 

*' You tell me that he has laid aside his foolish suspicimis ?" 
she inquired. 

'* Entirely, senora ; and if you give him no further cause 
of complaint, he will be to you an affectionate husband." 

" In that case you may say that I forgive him this time, 
and that I expect to see him this evening." 

** Nay, seiiora ; I cannot say that to my friend, for how- 
ever much I desire a reconciliation, I will not place him in 
the attitude of a culprit. In my opinion, it is he that should 
forgiver 

" What, then, will please you, senor ?" she inquired, with 
a litUe of sarcasm in her tcme. 

'' It will please me to see you meet on equal terms, as hus- 
band and wife. The past forgotten, the future filled only with 
promises of pleasure." 

" And how shall we arrive at so desirable a conclusion ? I 
am sure I wish to be happy with him." 

*' And you may be so by mutual concession. He has al- 
ready expressed regret for the past, and a desire for recon- 
ciliation ; and surely, senora, under the circumstances that is 
doing a great deal. Yet even more than this is due from you 
to him. You have injured the feelings of a most excellent 
man, and an affectionate husband ; one who loves you so 
deeply as to cause him to forget his own honor, and it would 
be more becoming in you to ask his forgiveness." 

" To do that would be to acknowledge myself in error, 
which I am certainly not willing to do." 
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« Neyertheleas, it is no more than you should do ia a wpint 
of perfect conciliation ; but I will not ask that of you. I 
shall only a^k that you will express, as he has done, your 
sincere regret (for I believe you feel it) for what is past, snd 
at the same time allow me to convey to him an assurance of 
your continued affection, and your determination to deserve 
his confidence hereafter." 

" I love my Francisco, senor," she replied, with downcast 
eyes, ^' and assure you that our separation has given me great 
uneasiness. Oh, if he would but be kind to me, and treat 
me as becomes a gentle husband, we might indeed be happy.** 

" And you desire such an issue ?" 

" I do, with all my heart, senor.'* 

^' Then it shall be accomplished. Francisco will see you 
widiin the hour, and I pray you receive him as the husband 
that you love and honor." 

*' I will do so, amd shall await his coming with anxiety. 
Senor, accept my thanks. You have made me once more 
happy. You have shown me myself. I feel that I have 
been to blame ; and when my husband comes, I will not only 
assure him of my affection, but ask his forgiveness for the 
past. Will he forgive me ?" 

" He will, senora, and he shall do it soon. I vnll at once 
inform him of your desire." 

" Thanks, senor," she replied. " This interview will never 
be forgotten." 

I then took leave, and returned to my quarters, where the 
husband was in waiting. I told him of my success ^ but, as 
he was about hastening to meet his wife, I advised him, as a 
measure of precaution, that hereafter, however earnest might 
be his affection for his wife, he must never forget the true 
dignity of his position as a husband. 

On the fourth day after my arrival, all things were ready 
for departure. Diego appeared with his mule, fully equipped, 
with well-filled saddle-bags, and a tin kettle, wherein to pre- 
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pare o&r moUda, And haviog oon^[>e&sated the old woman 
to ber satisfaction, we set out; our joint stock of funds 
asnonnting to a few cheUns, (shillings.) I was, however, in 
amch better spirits th«a when I arrived, four days before ; 
thanks to the hospitality and sympathies that I had received 
from those who regarded me as one far above them in the 
scale of human existence. 

Avoiding the town by passing around the suburbs, the 
city of Salta was in ten minutes behind me, and I felt a se- 
cret thrill of pleasure at having escaped recognition. We 
proceeded without any interruption or occurrence of impor- 
tance, halting at night, and making our meals of the chorea 
moUda in the little pot, until the fourth day, when, the weather 
being excessively hot and sultry, we rested near the banks 
of River Passage, unsaddled our beasts, who had for some 
time showed a restiff disposition quite unusual, and lay 
down under a tree. The animals were no sooner relieved 
from restraint than they darted from us, running from place 
to |dace, and snuffing the air in every direc^n, occasionally 
returning to the spot where we lay, and &gam darting off, 
neighing, staring, and trembling, evidently overcome with 
profound terror. Fearing that danger might be near, more 
palpable to the acute instinct of the brute creation, &an the 
reason or perception of man, I was about to rise, when I was 
suddenly thrown prostrate by a convulsion of the earth, which 
seemed to quake from its very foundation* If ever I knew 
the sensation of fear, it was at that moment. To describe 
my feelings is impossible. It seemed as though the concen- 
tration of all that is dreadful had been found in that one min- 
ute of time during which the shock lasted, and my thoughts 
turned instinctively to God, freighted with a prayer for oui 
preservation. 

As soon as the shock was over we caught our horses, who, 
like ourselves, were still trembling with fright ; and throwing 
on the equipments, hastened .from the spot, without pausing 
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to reflect thftt we w«re perhaps aj^^nroaching, instead of leav- 
ing, the point of greatest danger. It was near sundown 
when we reached the river, which we crossed, the horses 
swimming part of the distance, and continued our journey &r 
into the night. Our first alarm being over, our conversation 
natinrally turned upon the subject of earthquakes ; to the de- 
structive effects of which South America has been peculiarly 
subjected. My guide informed me that we should soon reach a 
spot where the ruins of a city which had been destroyed by 
one of these visitations were still to be. seen ; and on the next 
evening we arrived at the place to which he alluded, and 
there spent the night. Here were to be seen evident traces 
of a ruined city, in the remnants of walls, masonry, and 
broken columns protruding from the earth. It was the site 
of La Suldad de Esteca. 

On the next evening we arrived near the little village of 
Cancho, and approached a substantial farm-house, which I af- 
terwards found to be the residence of el Comandante Don 
Francisco Boedo, father of the unfortunate young man 
of that name, who was murdered by Echagua while carrying 
a flag of truce, at the time of our fearful fight near die Villa 
de Ranches. Without ceremony, I entered the house and 
threw myself into a chair, asking for food and rest. The 
old gentleman, surprised at my manner, demanded who I 
was. I told him ray name and condition, to which he imme- 
diately responded with a hearty welcome. My name brought 
to his mind reminiscences of the past ; and he informed me 
that his son, Capt. Boedo, had been in the service with me. 
" He was killed," said the old man, ** at the Villa de Ran- 
ches. Were you there ?" 

I told him that I was : but in order to spare the father a 
description of the scene of his son's murder, I evaded his 
numerous questions as 1 best could ; saying that Boedo was 
a brave and a good man, that he died with hundreds of others 
in the good cause of the republic, and that what was past 
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oouU not be recalkd. His daughter, D<»ma BuenaTentnrft^ 
a lovely maiden, when ihe learned that I had been the com- 
paoion of her brother even to the moment of his death, was often 
at my side, for she loved to speak of him ; and it seemed as if the 
companionship of one he had known, afibrded some consola* 
tion to her bereaved and gentle heart. This lady's perfection 
of person and mind had won for her the soubriquet of " La 
ninfa del Monte" (the beauty of the wood ;) and it will 
readily be believed that the softening influences of her pres- 
ence tended to restore me to my true nature, and chain me to 
the spot. 

Some days after my arrival I was informed that a feast or 
fair was to be held at a little place about twenty leagues dis- 
tant, on the occasion of the celebration of Nuestra Sefiora de 
los Dolores, and as the whole family intended making a holi- 
day, I was of course invited, and very cheerfully determined 
to make one of the party. As these celebrations consti^ 
iute a feature in the habits and customs of the people, a short 
description may not be uninteresting. 

Passing over our preparations, ride, &c., I will state that 
on the day appointed our family party reached the place of 
the celebration, and found a gathering of people of all ages 
and sexes, and from all quarters, for a distance of thirty and 
even forty leagues. The number of visitors far exceeded the 
accommodations of the little hamlet, so that hundreds slept 
and lived in the open air, while a part of those only who 
were willing or able to pay enjoyed the privilege of a table • 
for their meals, and a covering from the night air. As this 
was a religious festival, great numbers of infants were brought 
in for baptism, and the little capUla (or church) was literally 
crowded with mothers bearing in their arms the precious ob- 
jects of their religious as well as maternal solicitude. 

The ceremonies each day began with early mass j after 
which came the mati and breakfast, and next gambling, horse- 
racing, and other sports, in all of which the priests partook 



136 CIVIL WAES OP 

witk a relish equal to that of the most ^K>fane. Merch«ffite 
were also there, who brought goods in their plataeasj (a kind 
of leathero trunk,) which were opened upon the ground, and 
their valuables thus oxposed for sale, and a good mart they 
made of it ; inasmuch as the lovers and maklens of the 
interior seldom met with so fair an opportunity for the pur- 
chase of the numerous little et oBtenB attendant upon courtship 
and marriage. 

The higher class of visitors, with the priests, did their gam- 
bling in-doors ; but the more common people (and of these I 
shall now write as characteristic of the country) were under 
the necessity of making a bull's hide their table, and of con- 
ducting their play in the open air. Let us describe One party 
as characteristic of the whole, and indeed of the whole inte- 
rior of the country, for what was seen here may be seen in 
all the country places of the republic. The reader must im- 
agine a bandy-legged, clumsy, hard-featured fellow, with no 
pantaloons, but with drawers neatly ruffled about the ankle ; 
his poncAa wound into a sash, and tied about his waist inst^id 
of hanging in its usual grace from his shoulders ; his sword 
hanging or {»'ojecting from beneath its folds ; his spurs, with 
rowels measuring about three inches from point to point, and 
the heavy chains attached to them clanking at every step, as 
he moves along with a lazy, swinging gait, and, with an 
equivocal smile, accosts another, who is perhaps the outward 
counterpart of himself. He says to the other — 

" AmigOf will you play ?" 

" Yes ; but we are only two. It needs four." 

" Let us find others, then." 

The other two are soon found, and they make a party of 
four — trough fellows, but good-natured. A bull's hide is pro- 
duced, and thrown upon the ground, upon the four corners of 
which they seat themselves, each taking the precaution to 
throw his knife upon the hide beside him, as an intimation 
that there is to be no fovi play during the game. The cards 



THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 137 

ore then produced, the money put up, and the game proceeds. 
A Yidry small quantity of gin or ram is sometimes used by 
these people, but never to excess. While some were thus 
amusing themselves, others were engaged in horse-rachig, feats 
with the lasso, &c. The Dona Buenaventura and her mother 
were of our party, and seemed much interested in the last 
mentioned sports^ and, in truth, it was a pleasing sight to 
witness the guacho, who had, as it were, been bred upon the 
back of a horse, spring upon the graceful form of his noble 
and high-mettled racer. These men are so long accustomed 
to Tiding on horseback, even from their infancy, that the con- 
formation of their lower limbs often grows conformable to 
their habit of riding, and the result is, that they never appear 
to advantage except when mounted. Once in their saddles, 
however, the deformity disappears, and horse and man pre- 
sent together a picture of the •most perfect grace and 
ease. 

The fair lasted three days, and our party remained to the 
end ; when, the family having made a number of purchases, 
we all returned safely to Cancho. 

For some^me I was detained in the family of Boedo, part- 
ly by ill health ; but day after day I remained, and night af- 
ter night did I sit beneath the porch of her father's house, 
with the sweet Buenaventura at my side, drinking the elo- 
quent music of the Spanish language, as it flowed untainted 
from her ruby lips, bound to her presence by a sensation to 
me hitherto unknown, and struggling in my heart to rend the 
charm which held me ; happy in her presence — miserable in 
her absence ; yet, unable to fathom the cause of my own feel- 
ings, I lingered and lingered still, until two months had 
flitted away, and it seemed but as yesterday when I ar- 
rived. 

At length, as we were sitting alone as usual, she one eve- 
ning told me that her father had spoken of removing to Salta. 
And here occurred the first serious thought of a final separa- 
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tion. Without knowing what impelled me to speak as I did, 
I replied in a peremptoiy manner, *' He can't go !" 

" Why not ?*' she inquired, with a start. 

" rU not let him go," I replied. 

" Pray explain yourself," she exclaimed. 

" I cannot," said I ; " but he ipust not go." 

At that nK>ment a light passed the window near which we 
sat, and as its rays fell upon her face, I perceived that she 
was in tears. 

" Why do you. weep, my dear girl ?" said I. 

" I cannot tell," she replied, wiping away her tears and 
hiding her face. 

" Tell me, ray dear Ventura, do you love me ?" 

" I know not," she said. " Alas ! I only know that I am 
miserable !" And with these words, she arose and entered the 
house. # 

In a few moments her father came out ; and seating him- 
self near me, said — 

" Cdonel, you look melancholy." 

" I am so, indeed," I replied ; " and with good cause. 
Your daughter has just informed me of your iii0»ntion to re- 
move to Salta, and I do not feel willing to part with her. In 
a word, Don Francisco, I love your daughter." 

" I know it," he peplied ; '* and further, my daughter loves 
you ; but you must part. This is the principal cause of my 
hasty resolution to depart for Salta. In your present fortune, 
you should not think of the encumbrance of a wife. You 
are an officer of the patriot army— one whom I respect and 
honor ; but you must banish forever this hope from your 
mind. My daughter can never be your wife." 

In this manner, and with various modes of reason, he 
strove to convince me of the impropriety of any thought of 
marriage on my part at the present time ; and concluded by 
saying that his family would depart for Salta on the follow- 
ing day. " My lease of this land upon which I have built," 
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said he, ^* is now nearly expired ; and as the proprietor re- 
fuses me any allowance for the building, I am determined to 
remove my family and furniture, and bum the house to the 
ground." 

I told him that if this, my first attachment, afforded any clew 
to what might occur in the future, my hopes of domestic hap- 
piness were in a fair way to arrive at a fate similar to that 
which had thus far attended my military career. 

True to his resolution, Don Francisco, on the second day 
after, commenced the removal of his valuables, which were 
safely deposited on carrosy for their journey to Salta ; and at 
last the carriage that was to bear the object of my first love 
forever from my sight, drove up to the door of the mansion. 
It was a beautiful equipage for that country, and appointed 
with postillion and attendants in livery ; and all being ready, 
I handed the trembling and weeping girl to her seat. The 
door of the vehicle was closed ; the driver cracked his whip, 
and the carriage drove off, bearing from me the only object 
that I truly loved on earth. My heart fell heavily ; and fold- 
ing my arms across my breast, I watched the receding equi- 
page, until it was shut from my sight by in;tervening objects, 
and in a state of mind almost bewildered. At one moment I 
felt disposed to condemn what I conceived to be the hard- 
hearted cruelty of Boedo : at the next I blamed myself for 
permitting such deep-rooted passion to get possession of my 
mind : and then I strove to laugh at my own weakness. I 
had been in ill health for a long time ; and as I turned from 
the spot with a kind of half-delirious sensation, I felt the op- 
pression of a rising fever throbbing at my temples. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Severe Illness at Cancho — Intenriew with Sir Edmund Temple— Don 
Pablo Latorie — Catholic Superstition — ^Tucuman — ^Fate of Gov. Aroax 
— Santiago — Don Miguel Sovage. 

When the family of Don Francisco had left, himself alone 
remaining, I went to the house of a farmer by the name of 
Gonzales, distant about one-eighth of a mile from Boedo's 
residence. I was now fairly too ill to travel, and determined 
to spend a few days with the farmer to recover. 

In the evening I walked out with the view of visiting the 
scene of my ill-starred love ; but, ere I reached the spot, I 
discovered volumes of smoke rising from the building, and in 
a few moments the whole edifice was wrapped in flames. 
True to his resolve, Boedo had fired his former dwelling, and 
in one hour the whole mass was reduced to a heap of glow- 
ing cinders.* This done, Don Boedo followed his family, 
with one attendant, on horseback. 

At the house of Gonzales, I was soon confined to my bed 
with a raging fever, which, for some time, rendered my life 
almost hopeless. While in this state, the old farmer and his 
family, who were Catholics, often urged me to confession, 
but I as often refused to listen to them, and begged of them, 
unless they wished to see me die, to cease their annoyance. 

* The burning of an isolated building, as in this case, was no ofience 
against the laws of the country. The house belonged to Boedo, but the 
land upon which it was built belonged to another. He was at liberty to 
bum the building, upon the principle that a man may do what he likes 
with his own. 
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Mj faitbftd Mend and fellowHBoldier, Diego, remained con- 
stantly wkh me, supplying my wants as well as lay i^ his 
power, smoothing my pillow, and using every exertion for 
my comfort. At last I became delirious ; and I was after- 
wards told, that while in this state a priest was brought to 
my bedside, who persuaded me that I must die, but that if i 
hoped for mercy I must confess. He wevA through certain 
ceremonies, as the burning of incense, &c., telling Diego 
that by this means he would cast out the evil spirit, and pre- 
pare his master for death. Of dl this I was unconscious ; 
but after a few days my delirium passed away, my fever sub- 
sided, and I soon found myself rapidly recovering. At the 
end of about a month my health and strength were so far 
restored as to enable me to renew my journey to Tucuman. 

Very much to my delight, I learned frpm the farmer that 
my old friend, Don Pablo Latorie, was then residing near the 
village of Arenas, which lay immediately upon our route. I 
now felt anxious to see some old faces. My acquaintance 
with the family of Boedo, my detention, sickness, and espe- 
cially the kindness that I had experienced, made me feel like 
myself again ; and I looked forward to an interview with Don 
Pablo with much satisfaction. Diego accordingly made 
ready, refilled bis saddle-bags, the materials for which were 
generously supplied by old Gonzales, fastened his little pot 
to the saddle, and with our simple accoutrements and hum- 
ble stores we again set out. We had now only about three 
days' ride before us, with but a single small range of hills on 
the whole distance.. 

On the morning of the first day, I met with a gentleman, 
who, on learning my name and rank, introduced himself as 
Sir Edmund Temple. If ever a man was in a state of mind 
to regard with scorn an empty or hereditary title, it was my- 
self at that particular time. I could not help contrasting the 
life of ease and indolence through which this man had 
probably arisen to the honor and distinction of an English 
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k&ight, (?) with the toil and gweat which I had endeared, in 
working my way to the rank of colonel in the army of a 
government that could not or woold not provide me with even 
a mess of pottage. 

I inquired of Sir Edmund the ohject through which the 
Argentine had been honored with his presence. He replied 
that he was on a travelling visit to the country, seeking for 
information. 

" And do you discover any thing worthy of the trouble that 
you have taken ?" 1 inquired. 

" Not much," he replied. " I did, however, fall in with a 
very extraordinary large bird called the condor." 

" Oh, yes," said I, " there are great numbers of them about 
the Cordilleras." 

" But this was one of extraordinary size : it measured 
sixteen feet from wing to wing, and would have carried off 
an ox," he replied. 

" My dear sir, you exaggerate." 

" Well," said he, " perhaps I do ; but it would certainly 
have borne away a calf." 

I thought it would have been difficult for any bird to bear 
away so large a one as I could name ; nevertheless, I acqui- 
esced. 

We were now approaching a house near Arenas, which, 
from description and location, I believed must be the resi- 
dence of my friend ; and, as it so proved, I invited Sir Ed- 
mund to halt with me. 

Don Pablo we found at home, and apparently much grati- 
fied with meeting me. He at once ratified my invitation to 
Sir Edmund Temple, and we all dined together. I subse- 
quently informed Latorie of my intention to return to the 
United States, and the causes which induced me to do so ; 
9t which he expressed much regret, but was constrained to 
admit that there was little dependence to be placed in the 
ability of the government to meet its indebtedness to me for 
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seme time to come. Our guest left us on the same day, but 
I remained with my friend until the day following, when 
Diego and myself again set out towards Tucuman. 

Another little incident occurred on this route, which, as it 
illustrates the influence of superstition upon a certain class, 
is perhaps worth mentioning. At another house, where I 
made a short stop, I got into conversation with a Catholic 
priest, whose fraternity were and are still strolling in numbers 
over the whole Argentine Republic. While conversing wi^ 
him, a countryman entered, carr3ring in one hand a large ox- 
horn, the opening of which he covered with the other hand. 
The man approached the priest in great humility, and stated 
that the country where he resided, a distance of twenty miles, 
was overrun with locusts, which were destrojring every thing ; 
and added, that he had secured about twenty of the creatures, 
which he had confined in the horn, and had brought them the 
whole distance in order to obtain the curse of the holy father 
upon them. With the utmost gravity, the priest complied, 
by mumbling over the incarcerated locusts a string of hard 
words ; and the countryman departed with a look of satisfac- 
tion. When he had gone, I asked the priest what e£^ct was 
anticipated from his curse upon twenty poor locusts. 

" Oh !" said he, " when the man gets home he will liber- 
ate the locusts, and these going, with the curse upon them, 
among their flock, the whole will feel its influence, and leave 
the place or die." 

" But suppose they do not leave the place or die, on ac- 
count of this curse,^ I inquired, anxious to discover how far 
his hypocrisy would lead him. 

" Oh," he replied, " if they do not leave, it is because the 
Virgin is offended with the people." 

We soon after reached Tucuman in safety ; but, before en- 
tering the town, I directed Diego to find a place in the sub- 
urbs, where we might stop, until I could learn the position 
of public affairs in the city and province. He went before, 



144 CIVIL WARS OF 

and obtained a room at a small inn, where we put up. Here 
I soon learned that during my absence this province, like 
Oran and many others, had passed through an ordeal of the 
revolutionary spirit, to which my old friend, Gov. Arouz, had 
fallen a victim, and been publicly shot. In this state of 
things I determined not to make my situation known ; and, 
af^er three or four days spent at an obscure inn, I told Diego 
that I should continue on to Santiiago. He said he would go 
with me wherever I went, and theji^ faithful fellow, who always 
found something to do with his a^l and bristles, paid our little 
expenses ; and we proceeded yn our way to Santiago, with- 
out having encountered an individual who had known me in 
Tucuman. J 

From this place to Santiago, our course lay nearly along 
the banks of the Rio Santiago, a distance of about twenty- 
five leagues, with a fine level country, and good ]:oad8 
throughout the whole route ; and three days more brought 
us conveniently to this point of my journey. 

When I first visited this place, with Lieut. Col. Oalderon, 
on our route from San Juan to Humaguaca, we made but a 
short stay, and consequently a limited acquaintance. Here I 
felt that the contrast of my condition would not be known. 
I felt, too, that I was entitled to auonlio, or aid from the gov- 
ernment ; and with this view I called on the governor. Col. 
Ibara ; first making known to him only my person, rank, and 
the country where I had been engaged during the last few 
years. He told me that during my absence the whole re- 
public had been shaken with civil commotion ; each province 
making war upon its neighbor, and the country suffering the 
extreme of distress. I informed him that I was proceeding 
towards Buenos Ayres, intending to take Cordova in my way, 
but as I learned that the country was overrun with ladrones, 
or banditti, and as a great part of the direct route was a 
wilderness, I should first go to Catamarca and thence to Cor- 
dova, by which means I should pass through an inhabited 
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c&aniTy, at the expease of a greaUy-increased dktance. i 
also took occasion to bint to him, as fully as my pride would 
allow, the impoverished condition of my exchequer, believ- 
ing Uiat he would at least give me some hopes of obtaining 
auxUio, The governor Was one of those who had obtained 
their rank through commissions held in the militia ; and as 
it was usual to give the government of a province or city to 
the commanding officer of the force that subdued it, the com- 
mandant of a militia regiment, as in this case, was eligible to 
the place, and sometimes obtained it ; jbut as the operations 
of the regular army sometimes interfered with the opportuni- 
ties of the ambitious citizens, besides the existence of a de- 
gree of provincial jealousy, there was always a sort of an- 
tipathy entertained towards it by those men. This antipathy 
Gov. Ibara felt to its fullest extent — a circumstance which, it 
was soon apparent, stood directly between me and my wishes. 
He gave me no satisfaction on the score of the assistance 
which was so much needed, so I requested that he would di- 
rect commandants on the route to provide me with horses. 

" That," said he, " I cannot deny you." In^lying, I sup- 
pose, that he would deny me if he could. 

" When do you start ?" he continued ; evidently desirous 
of getting rid of so poor a customer. 

I felt disappointed, and not a little piqued at his manner, 
and replied bluntly, that if 1 got assistance I should start 
forthwith ; if not, I should be compelled to remain until I 
found the means. 

" Then," said he, " if you do not get assistance, you will 
probably remain forever ?" 

" God forbid," I answered, and immediately took my leave, 
^ad to get away from his presence at any rate. 

In this place Diego had found quarters for us, at a post- 
house, or a place where stage-drivers change horses ; and 
there I went, on leaving the house of the governor, pondering 
on what course it was necessary to pursue. I was deter* 

13 
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mined stiH not to teek for pmate aid, snd avoided the few 
persons of rank that I had known on my former Tisit ; yet 
■ib&xe was one whom I would gladly have seen, and this was 
no other than Don Miguel Sorage, at whose hoiMe I had 
spent two or three erenings^ in the midst of his happy and 
amiable family. This man was a chemist and astronomer ; 
and I had taken much pleasure in listening to his e^qdanalioB 
<rf the fdanetary system, and in learning from him the names 
and locations of the most prominent of the starry galaxy; 
and when, at the end of a few days, I bade adieu to him aad 
his diarming wife, it was with m<nre of regret than was usmd 
in my many partings with the transient acquaintances that it 
was my lot to make in the course of my rarions journeys. I 
now thought of him again, and believed that in his socieQr, tf ^ 
anywhere, I could eojoy a shati season of social pleasure } and 
accordingly inquired for him at the post-house where 1 lodged. 

<' Don Miguel Sovage P' said tl» person whom 1 addressedt 
speaking in a low tone, and echoing the name that I had just 
pronounced. 

** Yes,'' I replied ; ^ I knew him many years ago, and 
should be much pleased to see him and his lordy wife, the 
Dmma Ck)nstancia." 

" Ah ! poor Constancia \^ was his only reply. 

*' Is she dead ?" I inquired. 

" No ! poor lacty ! 'twere better that she werel" he aa- 
$wered. 

" What do you mean, my friend ?" I again inquired ; " has 
any evil befallen them ?" 

" Yes," said he ; '* poor Miguel is dead, and Constaneia is 
a maniac. Sit down with me, if you were his friend, and I 
will relate the story of liieir misfortunes." 

We sat down, and he proceeded to relate in substance as 
follows — 

** It is now about a year since our present governor, Ibani, 
imagined that a conspiracy was on foot to take his life, aad 
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hm began Unresting and putting to de^th all that he aatpecte4 
w^re concerned in it. There was a great deal of ^Ecite- 
nrent, I assure yon, on account of his proceedings, and pec* 
pie used to talk openly, and express their dissatisfaction ; but 
^is mily made Wngs worse, and many of our most^inoffea- 
sive men, who had dared to blame the goyemor for whaf th^ 
called murders, were in turn arrested and put to death, until 
at hist no man felt safe for a moment. Poor Sovage was (me 
of those who spoke their miikls freely ; and at length he 
heard, by some means, that an order had been issued for his 
arrest. He well knew that to be arrested on this charge, (kv 
erery one who spoke was called a conspirator,) was about 
equal to being condemned and executed. ' So,' said he, ' if I 
must die, I will at least make an effort to end this whdesale 
murder.' He went to his house and loaded two pisU^, in 
^ presence of his wife. She asked him what use he was 
going to make of the pistols ; and he told her that he was to 
be arrested as one of the conspirators, and he was determined 
to murder the man who was preparing to murder him. The 
poor thing wept like a child when she heard this, for she saw 
that she must soon be a widow ; still she did not attempt to 
dissuade him, as in the death <^ the tyrant she alone had 
hope for her husband. Sovage managed his work well ; but 
as the devil is always interfering to make mischief and spoil 
a good deed, so he did in this case. The weather at ib» 
time was almost too warm to live ; and Sovage knew that the 
governor slept all night with doors and windows open, 
but with a guard at the front porch. He also knew die room 
in which he slept, and that the secretary slept on a small cot 
on a veranda, close at the door of the governor's chamber. 
Now it so happened that Ibara, in passing sdcmg die veranda 
to enter his chamber at night, saw the cot of the secretary 
lying unoccupied outside, and threw himself upon that, as the 
night was very warm, instead of going to his own bed. The 
secretary came afterwards, and, seeing the governor on his 
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cet, passed by without disturbing him, aud retired to sleep ia 
the chamber. After this came Don Miguel, who reached the 
rerauda by climbing <me of the pillars ; and when he saw, as 
he supposed, the secretary asleep outside the door, he passed 
through one of the open windows, and approaching the gov- 
ernor's bed, fired a bullet into the brain of its occupant, who 
was no other than the unfortunate secretary. Supposing that 
he had killed the governor, and being satisfied, Sovage made 
no effort to escape, but surrendered to the guard, who in a 
moment surrounded him ; but when the poor fellow discov- 
ered his error, and found ^at he had killed an innocent man, 
he became frantic on the spot, and tearing his hair with horror 
at his deed, he called upon them to shoot him at once. They did 
not gratify him^ however, but kept him in all his torment till 
the next day, when he was led to the market-place and shot, 
in the presence of his enemies, for none of his friends would 
witness it. His poor wife was crazed on hearing his fate, 
and has been, ever since, a raving maniac." 

Tears were in my eyes when the recital was ended, and I 
exclaimed, " Poor Sovage ! Poor Constancia ! You are but 
two of the many innocent who have suffered in this distract- 
ed country to gratify the doubts or spleen of some petty and 
irresponsible tyrant." 1 asked my narrator if he could lead 
me to where Constancia was confined. He replied that he 
could ; " but," said he, " you will not be pleased with seeing 
her. It is too mournful a sight." 

I felt that it would indeed be a mournful sight ; yet I could 
not leave Santiago without seeing her. It was many years 
since we parted, and although she would not know me, I felt 
a melancholy desire to visit her. We accordingly went to 
the place of her confinement. As we entered the apartment, 
the hapless creature gazed on me for a moment, and then 
ran towards me, exclaiming, " Poor Miguel ! poor Miguel !" 
My heart throbbed with emotion ; for it was plain that she 
recognised me as the friend of her husband, even after years 
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of separation. I took her hand, and, in reply to her exclama- 
tion, could only say, " Yes, I knew him." 

** Oh ! I remember you, senor,"*he said, in a most ration- 
al manner. " I remember when you came to visit us ; but 
it's a long time ago. Yes, Miguel was here then, and he 
was so good, and he loved me .so well, and" — ^then lowering 
her voice, she added, " but he's gone now. They've mur- 
dered him ! — ^in the market-place ! — and he's gone ! gone ! 
gone to the stars!" and as she uttered the last words in a 
perfect scream, her voice having risen higher and higher at 
each exclamation, she pointed frantically upward ; her 
youthful and still beautiful face glowing with animation ; her 
sparkling eye made doubly brilliant from the fire that was ra- 
ging in her brain, and her long black hair hanging in tangled 
masses about her form, shading a neck of perfect loveliness, 
and apparent health. The scene was too painful to witness 
longer ; and, as she continued to rave, walking to and fro 
about the room, I withdrew unobserved, bearing upon my soul 
a load of oppressive and unyielding melancholy. 

After remaining some three weeks in the city, uncertain 
what course to pursue, and still hoping for some assistance 
from a government that was largely my debtor, I concluded 
to obtain my passports, and proceed as I best could. I had 
got thus far, and, with the blessing of heaven, I could in some 
way accomplish my journey. The keeper of the hostelry, 
where we stopped, appeared to me to be a worthy man, and 
one who had at heart the tranquillity and interest of his 
coimtry. I had often conversed with him ; and one evening, 
as we sat together with Diego, in the kitchen of his estab- 
lishment, he- said to me, with a significant shrug — 

" Colonel, I understand you are bound to Catamarca ?" 

" Yes," I replied. " But what do you mean by that shrug 
of your shoulders ?" 

" It is a dangerous route," said he. 

" True ; but I have nothing to lose," I replied. J* 

13* 
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<* Yes, you have a life to lose, and that is worth presenr- 
ing. Nothing would tempt me to travel in that direction at 
jNresent." . 

" But I must reach Cordova," said I, " and the direct roule 
is worse than this." 

" So it is ; but neither is safe." 

'* My friend," said I, " I know little of the dissensions in 
the provinces, and have no desire to mingle with them. I 
have been up to Tarija, in Alto-Peru, fighting for freedom, and 
my sole object now is to reach the sea-coast. To Catamarca 
I must go, let the consequence be what it may." 

I here discovered evident signs of uneasiness in the looks 
of Diego, and (Changed the theme. The keeper understood 
my object, and spoke no more on the subject. In a few 
minutes Diego arose and left the room, and our host renewed 
the conversation. 

«' To speak plain with you, colonel," said he, " the whole 
road from here to Catamarca is infested with ladrones. 
Bands of discontented soldiers are now scattered through the 
hills, and in fact ransacking the whole country. It is im- 
possible for you to get through ; they will respect neither 
your person nor rank, and the result will be, if you persist, 
that you will be murdered on the road." 

" What else can I do ? The government for which I have 
fought will give me no assistance, and go I must !" 

I left the apartment, and found Diego sitting on a bench 
near the window outside. 

, ** My friend," said I, addressing him, " I am going to Cata- 
marca ; are you willing to go with me ?" 

" Mi eoronelf^ he replied, " as I sat near this window, I 
heard all that has been said since I left the kitchen ; and 
now, that I know the whole danger, I would be ashamed to 
leave you." 

" You are a noble fellow, Diego," said I, " and between 
ourselves, I don't think the danger is quite so great as our 
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friend imagines ; at any rate, the fellows that we are to 
fear are but poor soldiers, and they will not harm ns when 
they know that we too are soldiers, and as poor as them- 
•^ves." 

We determined then to set out immediately. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Journey to Catamarca — Arrest and Detention — Gen. Quiroga — Oppres- 
sion of the English Miners in Rioja — ^Thrilling Instance of Self-Sacri- 
fice by a German. 

Our passports obtained, Diego and myself set forward un- 
der the same arrangements as before. We were both well 
armed ; and although I expected to fall in with more or less 
of the roving banditti, I had little thought of any real danger. 
About ten leagues brought us from the open country into a 
range of abrupt and ragged hills ; our course sometimes 
winding through dark and narrow ravines, with lofty, over- 
hanging cliffs, again along the circuitous and narrow passes 
upon the brink of a precipice, and again at times over the 
very peak of some towering eminence. Never was a coun- 
try better calculated for the operations of ladrones, for they 
had not only the advantage of concealment and close pas- 
sages, but they had the choice of their point of attack, and 
could without difficulty, after scanning the strength of their 
object, surprise him at places where there was no opportuni- 
ty either for retreat or defence. However, although we oc- 
casionally saw small bodies of men at a distance, we met 
with no banditti ; but on the fourth day of our journey, as we 
were moving slowly up a steep pass not more than six feet 
wide, with a precipice rising perpendicular on the one hand, 
and another falling into a ravine on the other, I was start- 
led on hearing above me the word " Rendicion /" (surrender.) 
1 halted, and looking up saw at the top of the pass some five 
or six men with their muskets levelled at us. I replied, that 
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as we were not in an enemy's coimtiy, it was difficult to 
know whom we were to surrender to. 

" Rendician r was their answer. 

*< Withdraw your muskets, then, and let us come dp. We 
are but two ; and when I see who you are, I will surrender 
if it is proper." 

They did as desired. We accordingly continued our way 
up, and in a moment reached a small table of land, occiqpied 
by sixteen men. 

•* Where is your eomandante .?" I inquired. 

^ I am eomandante^ said a little fellow who had met us 
at the top of the pass. " Who are you ?" 

" A eomandante of regiment from Alto Peru," I replied. 

" Very well ; you are now my prisoner." Then turning 
to the men, he added, " We have got one of them." 

This I did not understand, and inquired what he meant. 

He said that he was captain of militia in the province of 
Catamarca, and was with others posted on the road, with or* 
ders to secure any persons that might be found coming from 
Peru, and to take them to the governor. 

" And who is now the governor of Catamarca ?" I inquired, 

" Senor Caril," was the reply. 

I was of course duly grateful to Senor Caril for his cour- 
tesy in providing me with an escort through the hills ; and 
the little eomandante seemed decidedly pleased with the tro- 
phy of his valor, which he was about to present to his mas- 
ter, in the person of a penniless colonel from Peru and a 
cobbling servant. 

We soon commenced our march ; and, on the whole, I 
was pleased with my change of condition. We were well 
fed, treated with respect, and, in consideration of my rank, I 
was allowed to wear my sword. The same consideration 
probably induced the captain to make an escort of his whole 
command, if command it could be called, where all seemed 
striving to excel in insubordination. Ranging in every direc- 
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tkn, and yellunf like so nMmy BSTftgety foor Dm^ not fni^ 
ened, and more than once expressed to me his fears that th#j 
would shoot us. I told him^ however, to fear ii(Hhing, for we 
were not in the hands of ladrones ; but, at the worst, in some 
shi^ or other only prisoners oi war. Anticipating a release 
as soon as we should arrive at Catamarca, I had no appre-^ 
henstons. These ignorant fellows had made an arrest, for 
which they would probably get no thanks, while, in the mean 
time, I was sure of a safe escort to the town. 

We at length arrived at the capital of the province of Cat- 
aiBarca, and were most nnceremcmiously para^d through the 
streets like criminals, until we reached the hoose of the gov- 
ernor, a i^ce which the reader must have discovered, ere 
tUs, was the fountain-head of all justice, or, more properly, 
ir^tistice, in most of the cities and towns of the so-called r<e- 
pttbHc, each functionary of that grade dispensing life and 
death at his own {^asure, without let or hinderance. At this 
place, however, I found a slight exception : the governor was 
evidently in awe of a certain general, then not far distant, by 
the name of Quiroga, a name well known as belonging to 
<mB q{ the most ruthless men the coimtry had thus far ever 
known. 

Having arrived at the governor's house, our cavalcade 
halted, and our captain entering the mansion alone, left us to 
the gaze of a gaping populace. He soon again appeared, 
and ordered us to be taken before his Excellency. Accord- 
isgly, our horses were taken in charge by the troop, and 
having entered the house, we found the Don very quietly but 
ostentatioudy sacking his mat6 through the silver tube. Not 
feeling altogether {leased with the manner of my escort, I 
approached him with an air of hauteur equal to his own, and 
said — 

" Senor, I presume you are the governor of. Catamarca ?" 

^* I have that honor," he replied, scarce taking the tube 
from his mouth to speak. 
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** Yow Exeellenza will {^ase inftHnn me, dieii^ whal eria» 
I htre committed tlist myself and serraiit are thus b<»fte, like 
criminals, ^urongh the public streets of your city." 

^ It is enough for you to know that you are arrested, and 
wM be imprisoned in the quartel^ (barracks,) until I know 
who you are," he repHed, pompously. 

^ That I can inform your Exeellenza without further de« 
lay," I said. '* My name is Quino. I am eomandmUe of 
regiment, and have recently been engaged in the patriot 
service of Alto-Peru ; hare served as an officer in the regu- 
lar army of the Argentine Republic, am now on my way to 
Buenos A3rres, and am going from here direct to Cordova." 

The governor removed his sacking tube for a moment, and 
with a smile of self-complacency, replied — 

*' That win depend upon the answer that I receive from 
Don Gen. Facundo Quiroga, who is now either at San Juaa 
or Rioja. Perhaps you will have the hcmor of going there, 
and being introduced to him, in which isase he will know 
better than I how to dispose of you. For the present joiat 
will renmin at the quartel,^ 

I cast upon him a look that was intended to convey the whole 
burden of contempt which my soul at that moment entertained 
towards him. I had heretofore dealt with men who had soids 
ei their own — this fellow was a mere tool ; and I turned away, 
under my escort, towards the place of ccmfinement, mentally 
exclaiming, " When shall I get from this accursed country ?" 

Diego and myself were now separated. I was placed in 
the quartely but allowed the range of the building and yard* 
Few of the officers approached me, and those I shunned, 
preferring always solitude to such companionship. 

The distracted condition of the country, and perhaps the 
best evidence of a rotten organization, maybe understood 
from this one incident. The principle of state rights, or per^ 
haps rather of state sovereignty, was here exercised with a 
vengeance. The province of Catamarca, through its guber« 
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imtohal igfloramiis, assmied the power(aiid exeiciMd it to«r) 
of detaining and imprisoning an officer of rank attached io 
the (so-called) repubKc ! The reader may jndge to what ex-r 
tent it might justly lay claim to such a title. I was an officer 
of die regular army ; for although my field of operatUHis lad 
been latterly in the territory of a neighboring nation, ray a«* 
thority was derived from the Argentine ; and ray commission, 
received from the hands of Gen. Gorete, ran to that effect 
Nevertheless, the governor of a distinct and remote province, 
professedly a part of the great Confederation, deliberately, 
and without assigning even a reascm, detains imd imprisoiis 
an officer of the general government ; and yet there is no 
power that may call him to account. In fact, as I may have 
before stated, and as I may inadvertently state again, there 
existed no sympathy of feeling or action, morally or politi- 
c{^ly, either between the goremment and its com^oeot 
provinces, or between the provinces one with another. £acb 
petty governor was irresponsibly supreme in his province, 
and totally unaccountable to any other authority; and the 
various provinces were permitted to declare and wage war^ 
against one another, as in the case of Salta and Tucuman, 
without the intervention of a word ; and all this arose from 
the fact that no sufficient pditical unity had been effected^ 
and no political head, that should command the confidence 
of the pec^le, established. 

Here I remained several weeks, when the governor at 
length sent an order to bring me before him. I was now 
escorted by two soldiers, one on eiUier side, each armed only 
with a bayonet, which he carried in his hand. 

The governor received me this time more graciously ; and 
after a few inquiries as to my former course, told me that he 
had heard of me, and expected soon to receive an order 
for my release. I was then remanded to the quartel^ 
where I met Diego, who was now permitted to remain with 
me. I soon discovered also a more decided inclination to* 
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wwds fanslinitf on tbe pavt of the a&omcB at the •tstkm, bu% 
I conreived with them as little as cooibmh) pc^teness woidd 
admit of. There was one among them, however, in whom I 
had foond more congeniality of feeling than in the rest ; and 
oae evening this man sought my quarters, and began oon^ 
-rwEBing about the Greneral Quiroga. 

*• Do you know the general ?" I inquired. 

** I know him well," he replied, with a shrug of the shoul- 
ders. " I served a year in his immediate command/' 

*' What manner of man is he ?" said I. 

This was answered with another shrug of the shoulders. 

*^ Speak plainly, my friend," said I ; " you have nothing to 
fear from roe. I have been many years upon the borders of 
Peru, and have had little opportunity to know what has been 
going on in the provinces. I have heard the name of Qui- 
roga — I should be glad to know more of him. Speak out, 
and speak freely ; you have nothing to fear from me." 

" I believe you," said he ; " and I will give you an ac- 
ccmnt of one incident in the life of this man, by which you 
may judge <^ what may be the fate of a people under his 
rule." He ]m>ceeded. , 

" It is now about three years since some persons from 
Buenos Ayres went to England, carrying with them spe<^i- 
mens of ore from certain valuable mines in the province and 
Ticinity of Rioja. These mines they represented a,s belong- 
ing to them ; and by (grating with persons on this side, they 
succeeded in disposing of them for immense sums of money. 
The En^ish purchasers formed a joint-association, and sent 
out, at vast expense, men and machinery, for the purpose of 
working the mines ; but on their arrival, they discovered that 
they had been duped into the purchase of land belonging to 
the government Quiroga, who was then governor of the 
province, was applied to, and finding that there might be a 
possibility of turning their operations to Ms own account, gave 
them permission to work the mines, but withheld the title of 

14 
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poM«Mk». Thsy aecoidiiigly piwcd a d w^ tkeir ' 
ejqpeadiiig large mmis as they progrMsed, until iheir all 
was staked in this one enterprise. They had begun to reap « 
realization of their hopes from the product of the mines, when 
Qmroga commenced throwing obstacles in their way, aod ex- 
acting large amounts fen: the privilege that he had gruited thesa, 
flogging and even imprisoning the workmen, and annoying 
them to such a degree that at length the operations were sus- 
pended, and the whole company became totally ruined. 
There was no means of redress,^ and those who could get die 
means returned to Europe ; but there were many who were 
compelled by necessity to remain ; and among those were 
two Germans, whose Christian names were Frederick and 
Wilhelm. These two were dev<^edly attached to each other, 
and might always be seen together, sharing their means and 
striving for each other's comfort and enjoyment. 

" Tyrants are always suspicious of those about them, and 
Qtuioga, to be in the fashion, imagined that a conspiracy was 
on foot against his life. Many persons were arreted undep 
this suspicion ; and as he knew that none could be raofe 
likely to entertain hatred towards him than the poor foreign* 
ers whom he had ruined, our friend Wilhelm was arrested 
and imprisoned with the rest. It was in vain that his more 
than brother, Frederick, pleaded the innocence of his friend, 
and begged his release. Quiroga only smiled, and told him 
that he wasted his words. The poor fellow became almost 
distracted ; and in this state of mind, was one morning in- 
formed that his friend was to be shot in the aftemoc^. Those 
who knew hkn, feared that this announcement would drive 
him to madness ; but it was no sooner made to him, than a 
change of a very di^Perent nature came over his mind in an 
instant. He had entreated, worried, and fretted himself iato^ 
a feverish excitement, going from person to person, and from 
place to place, to obtain influence, and often, too, with tears in 
his eyes ; yet all had been without avail. But ^en he 
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h— ri the ir rtv o c a bie teiilence i^ deatk, a delibente calm 
seemed to tske podseesion of bis soul ; and with it came, as 
will be seen, a settled determination to sare his friend, even 
at the sacrifice of his own life. 

^ He immediately procured a fleet hoi^e, and riding to the 
guard^house, where Wilhelm was confined, uid which stood 
near the residence of Quiroga, he dismounted, and leaving 
hie horse with the captain of the guard, said calmly — 

*^ < Captain, I am going to the governor to obtain a reprieve 
for my friend ; should the governor send an order to that ef- 
fect, 3POU will please give him my horse.* 

^ Having obtained a promise of compliance,^ he proceeded 
to the house of Quiroga ; aad passing the guard at the en- 
trance, found him alone. 

*« • Governor,' he said, * you may know the object of my 
-visit ; it is to intercede once more for my friend. You have 
b^en naisinformed respecting him ; he is not capable of join- 
ing in any conspiracy, and is innocent of this charge. I beg 
<^ you to release him.' 

'< Quiroga looked upon him, and with an infernal smile, 
said — 

*< ' You must f<Nrget your friend, he has but a few hours to 
live. Do you not know that when I condemn a man I sel- 
dom f<Nrgive him ?' 

" * But he is my only friend !' exclaimed the poor fellow, 
fiBLlling upon his knees and bursting into tears ; ' he is my on- 
ly friend ! and if you kill him you will kill me. Senor I 
se^T ! he is incapable of this act ! He has not the heart ! 
he has not the power ! Even now he cannot speak the Span- 
ish language. Senor ! I entreat you, spare him !' 

'' ' If he does not understand the Spanish language,' said 
the cold-blooded tyrant, * he will not need to learn it now. 
Go— leave me ; you can say nothing that will alter my de- 
termination, or save his life.' 

" * Is it so. Monster !' exclaimed Frederick, springing to 
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his feet, and levelling a pistol at the very breast of Quirogpa. 
^ Speak one word, and yon die ! I have come to liberate my 
friend, and I will do it !' 

** He then approached the door, and turned the key. The 
tjnrant saw resolution in his eye, and trembled. 

" * See,' continued the German, * I have saved you the 
trouble of drawing the order for his release ; it is all ready, 
together with his passport, and wants only your signature, 
which you will please affix to it instantly.' 

*' Quiroga knit his brows, and hesitated. 

" * Come, seiior, there is no time to lose. My life you may 
have, and you shall be welcome to it, but you must sign these 
papers ! Hesitate one minute longer, and I swear that I will 
deprive yoii of the power to commit more murders.' 

" There was no alternative : the papers were signed. The 
German went to the door, still keeping Quiroga at bay, beck- 
oned one of the guard, and handing him the paper, said 
calmly — 

" * Here is the governor's order for the release of the 
foreigner Wilhelm ; he commands you to deliver it instantly 
to the captain of the guard.' 

" Then returning, he again fastened the door, and taking a 
seat, said, in the most quiet manner possible — 

" * Now, governor, I will have a half-hour's conversation 
with you.' 

** Upon the margin of the order of release, Frederick had 
written a few words in the German language, directing his 
friend to take the horse that the captain would deliver to him, 
and escape, without a moment's delay, from the province. 

" This self-sacrificed man conversed with Quiroga for a 
foil hour. He spoke of the injuries that himself and com- 
panions had so unjustly suffered at his hands, and entreated 
him to adopt a different course of conduct towards his fel- . 
low-men. * By humanity and goodness,' said he, 'you will 
win their confidence and love to such a degree that you need 
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fear no conspiracy against your life ; but by pursuing your 
present course, be assured that the sword of Damocles will 
foreyer hang above you, ready at any moment, even as it now 
isy to fall and destroy you.' 

'* Wearied with his imprisonment, Quiroga at length 
said — 

** * Well, Senor Frederick, you have accomplished your 
object, your friend is seciure, and I suppose you are ready to 
retire/ 

'' ' After I have obtained from you a single promise,' he 
replied. 

" * Well, what is that V 

*' * I wish you to promise, on your honor, as a Spanish 
American, that you will order no pursuit within one hour 
from this moment.' 

*' * I promise it,' said Quiroga, taking out his watch. * Go ; 
if you can escape in that time, you shall not be harmed.' 

" Bowing politely, the German retired ; but he had been 
more thoughtful on behalf of his friend than himself. He had 
provided no horse for his own escape ; and rather than lose 
the time necessary to obtain one, he trusted in his ability to 
reach the hills and thus elude pursuit." 

As I have before stated, the Spaniard regards his word 
as more sacred than his life, and even Quiroga would not 
break his. 

*< With his watch in his hand," continued my informant, 
" he paced his apartment in frantic impatience ; and on the 
moment when the hour had expired, he sprang to the porch, 
exclaiming — 

" * Pursue the foreigner ! A hundred ounces to him who 
brings me the head of the foreigner, Frederick !' 

" Pursuit was instantly made in every direction, and it was 
not long before the poor fellow saw the hunters on his track. 
He had just reached a passage in the hills, as they perceived 
him. Entering the first recess that presented itself, he ran 

14* 
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forward and took refuge in the narrow cleft of a buge rock, 
hoping they would pass without discovering him ; but it was 
a rain hope : there he was found, and there^ fighting for his 
life, he fell, pierced with a dozen weapons, 

'' Wilhelm escaped into the province of Catamarca, and 
finally returned to Europe." 

The substance of the interview between Quiroga and 
Frederick was made known by Quiroga himself, who okem. 
laughed over it, saying that it was the best-managed a&ir 
that he had ever witnessed. a 

Such was the man of whom I had before but little heard, and 
who subsequently became a prominent character in the coun- 
try. In the hands of such men the people Irave suffered, and 
c<Hiiinue to suffer, without possessing within th^nselves tlw 
moral strength and mutual confidence necessary to rid ibeffir 
selves of ^e incubus. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

CoidoYa under Gov. Bastes — Independence of the Banda Oriental — Gov. 
Porago of Buenos Ayres deposed by Gen. Layalia — Battle of the Pun* 
ta Mareu9 and Execution of Dorago— Bustes deposed by Gen. Paz — 
Elntrance of Paz into the city of Cordova — Marriage of the Narrator — 
Journey to Baenos Ayres — Depredations and Cruelties of the Pampas 
Indians. 

After a few day» ^e governor gave us liberty to proceed 
oa oar journey, and with my passports, ordering as usual 
horses for our accommodation on the route, Diego and my* 
self set out afresh. I now found the evidences of civil com- 
motion growing daily more apparent. Every hamlet and 
village was in arms, and squads of militia were moving in 
various directions throughout the province. Preparations for 
war seemed to be the ruling employment (^ the people, yet 
thus far I had gained no definite idea of its object. Passing 
along the range of hills which skirt the eastern side of the 
province, and thence across the southwestern point of San- 
tiago, we reached, after several days of hard travel, the prov- 
ince of Cordova. Here the manifestations of coming trouble 
were as apparent as what we had before seen. We contin- 
ued on direct to the capital, and there, to my infinite satisfac- 
tion, I found my old friend. Gen. Bustes, at the head of the 
government. This man, it will be remembered, was in com- 
mand of a division of the army which rescued a number of 
prisoners, myself among the rest, from the hands of Echagua, 
soon after the massacre at the Villa de Rancho^. 

Soon after my arrival, I presented myself, and was re- 
ceived with demonstrations of the kindest remembrance, al* 
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though some ten years had now passed since the time of our 
separation. This was in the year 1829. 

I had before learned that after the independence of the re- 
public had been folly established, the force of her arms, under 
the command of the brave Gen. Albia, had been directed 
towards the liberation of the Banda Oriental (Uruguay) 
from the hands of the Emperor of Brazil. I had also heard 
of the establishment of a dictatorial government in the Ar- 
gentine ; and I now learned from Gov. Bustes that on the 
return of the army to Buenos Ayres, under Gen. Lavalia, 
(the commander-in-chief, Gen. Albia haA'ing retired from 
public life,) that ofEcer had turned his power against Don 
Dorago, then governor of Buenos Ayres, and, having driven 
him from the city, pursued him to the Punta Marcus, a dis- 
tance of about seven leagues. Dorago, having been there 
reinforced with troops, provided by Gen. Rosas, made a stand, 
and after a severe battle, was again defeated, taken prisoner, 
and shot by the order of Lavalia. 

" Now,** said the governor, " I am expecting a visit from 
Senor Paz, who was a colonel in the army, and who, I learn, 
has been dispatched by Lavalia, with the rank of general, to 
subdue this province, and relieve me of the burden of my 
government. You have, therefore, arrived at a most op- 
portune moment, to aid me in sustaining the legitimate 
government ; and, if you please, shall at once have a com- 
mand." 

I felt satisfied in my own mind, although I was not yet 
familiar with the occurrences that had taken place during 
my abseface, nor of the motives that governed them, that the 
movement of Lavalia had been in the cause of freedom ; that 
the people, in ridding themselves of their Spanish oppressors, 
had but paved the way for a new set nearer home ; and my 
heart instinctively leaned towards the cause in which they 
were engaged. It was with sincerity, then, that I expressed 
to the governor the pain with which I listened to these state' 
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meiits, but, at the same time, assiBred him that I must now be 
h%A " a looker-on in Venice." 

** When it was my fortmie," said I, " to lend my humble 
assistance to the security oi this country from the grasp of old 
Spain, or to aid the people of Peru in securing their inde« 
pendence, my heart was ever warm — my hand was ever 
ready in their cause ; but here is a different issue. Instead of 
a people struggling against foreign oppression, I find a peo- 
ple struggling against itself. If I fight upon this side, I fight 
against Americans ; if I fight upon that side, I fight against 
Americans ; and, in either case, I war wiA my brother. Be- 
sides, I am myself a foreigner, — not the creature of a despot, 
it is true, but a free-born citizen of a glorious republic ; yet 
I am a foreigner, and well might the people of this republic 
look with a jealous eye upon one, who, not being of them, 
should venture to enlist in their domestic dissensions." 

" You are in the right, after all," said he ; " yet, although 
you will not take part in our quarrels, I hope you will make 
Cordova your home as long as may be consistent with your 
own objects and comfort." 

After this interview I soon learned that my conjectures 
were right, and that the people were generally looking for- 
ward to the arrival of Paz, as one step that would lead them 
towards their promised freedom. 

I had been about three weeks in Cordova, mingling again 
with society, and forming acquaintances, when the near ap- 
proach of Gen. Paz was announced in the city. The peo- 
ple generally said little, but awaited in silence the turn that 
affairs would take in the passage at arms, about to take place 
between the two armies ; yet so completely subdued by the 
horrors already suffered in some of the sister provinces, that 
ihey seemed ready at any moment to fling up their garros^ 
and cry viva to whichever should, by a victory, prove itself 
the most powerful. Such was the condition of the Argen- 
tine Republic. Long accustomed to the dominion of a foreign 
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power, and still in a measiife vmcaaa^mm of, yet tiiiiBtbig' for, 
their rights as freemen, the people w^re m a state of aia^*- 
lar hope and doubt : a hope which they could not whoUy 
comprehend, and a doubt which fitted them for si^miss^n to 
any power which should, per force, name to them their -dec- 
tiny. 

Paz approached with his army, and halted upon a p^ia 
about three leagues from the city. Bustes, preparing for his 
approach, had takon a position on the north side of .the town ; 
to which place Paz advanced, pMissing through the town, mad 
went at once into an engagement. The battle was seyece, 
and well fought on both sides : the cannonading was distim^- 
ly heard at the city ; couriers were constantly flying to and 
fro, until at length it was announced that Bustes was beate», 
and preparations were immediately made to receive the coik- 
queror in an appropriate and respectful manner. Wreaths 
were prepared, triumphal arches erected, sonnets and ad- 
dresses, in praise of the victorious general, were written and 
conned, and every sycophant who sought for place or favor, 
vied with his contemporary and compeer, in devising means 
and ways for pouring into the ears of the leader the lowest 
strains of fulsome adulation. Such men are ever found at 
the heels of power. 

On the following day Gen. Paz entered the town, at the 
head of about one thousand five hundred men ; and his army 
became at once the object of a well-merited and universal 
admiration. It was indeed the first well-regulated corps tliat 
I had seen since leaving Peru. The men were well fed, 
well clad, and appeared in excellent spirits ; and their en- 
trance into the town, where they were received with every 
demonstration of triumph, was orderly and creditable in the 
highest degree. 

The general was escorted to the government-house, where 
the addresses and sonnets were said and sung in a spirit of 
sycophancy that was to me supremely disgusting. 
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• AsMMig the many, I wts presented, and reeeired from the 
general honcnrable and flattering mention of what he had 
heard of my career, in the service of the Republic and of 
Tern. He also hinted to me that the army which had fought 
Uy gain the independence of the Argentine, was now com- 
pelled to employ its energies in the securing of that indepen- 
dence ; and after a short interview we parted, with a request 
on his part, that (as he would probably be some time in Gor- 
dof^a) I would visit him often. I promised to do so, and left 
with a favorable impression of the man, and an increased 
ecmviction of the correctness of die cai»e in which he was 
mgaged. 

Still recognised as an officer of the regular army, yet not 
engaged in its active duties, I drew a small auxUio for past 
•cnrvices, and remained several months in the city of Cordo- 
va, which I found to be one of the most beautiful and agree- 
able places in the whole republic. Situated on the river 
Primero, it is surrounded with every variety of delightful 
seenery ; and the artistical arrangements of the city itself are 
B0t surpassed even by ^e capital of the country, Buenos A^jres, 

The Alemandcy or public promenade, is ornamented witib a 
circular artificial lake, covering an area of several acres, in 
the centre of which is built a small summer-house, open to 
all. This spm is' attainable by a single boat, which becomes 
the property, for the time being, of the party who may be so 
kicky as to secure the possession of it ; and as the capacity 
1^ the summer-house is only adapted to the accommodation 
of six or eight persons at one time, there is oflen a scramble 
for the single means of conveyance to and fro. Having 
reached the spot, however, the party is compensated for its 
trouble, in the privilege of sucking a cup of mate, in th^ cool 
of the evening, upon an artificial island. The circuit of the 
lake is bordered by a superi) gravel-walk, about sixty feet in 
wi^h, for promenade, and the whole is embosomed in the 
massive foliage of lohy and w^tlWegulated trees. 
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The prorince is celebrated for tlw ^eat qiumtUies and su- 
perior quality of its wool and goat'i^ns, the former of which 
forms the staple of its natural products* 

During my present stay in Cordova, I became acquainted 

with and married the Dona Juana , a connection of Grov. 

Busies, of good family, finished accomplishments, and the 
most perfect gentleness and amiability of disposition. By 
this marriage, I became instantly transported from a state 
little removed from absolute poverty to one of luxury and 
wealth. But I had not counted upon my own unfitness at 
that time for the married life, and particularly when connect- 
ed with the soft luxurious indolence, the trappings, pomp, and 
splendor of riches. Reared in the field, accustomed to make 
the ground my bed, the heavens my canopy, and the rou|^ 
soldier my companion, I found myself unfitted for a life of 
ease, and could not bear the obsequious attentions of the 
slave who watched behind my chair. My wife was all a 
gentler heart than mine could wish, and to a gentler heart 
her home had been a paradise. Mine thirsted for excite- 
ment, activity, danger ; and, after a respectful term, in order 
to gratify a ruling propensity, I determined on making a jour- 
ney to Buenos Ay res ; and, accordingly, taking my faithful 
Diego as a companion, (for I had become sincerely attached 
to him,) I bade my wife a short farewell, aiid departed. The 
length of our journey would be about one hundred and sixty 
leagues, but the route lay through a more populated country 
than I had hitherto travelled ; and here were witnessed the 
most appalling scenes of desolation. 

The Indians known as the Pampas had entered many of 
the villages in hordes, committing murders, driving the peo- 
ple from their homes, destroying their property, and in nu- 
merous instances burning their houses. From the systematic 
manner and the impunity with which they performed their 
work, taking prisoners, and carrying them through the very 
towns which bad proclaimed Sox Rosas, (whq had i^c§nt|y 
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become conspieuous,) it seemed more than possible that these 
terrible scenes were enacted by his connivance, or even by 
his direction. Often, after a large body of Indians had laid 
a town almost in ruins, they would proceed, in their haste, to 
the next, leaving a few of their body to finish the work of 
destruction, and, as a signal to those behind, would mark the 
course of their route by burning tracts of the long grass on 
the pampas, which, by the large volumes of smoke ascending 
to the heavens, would show to their companions the direction 
in which they were to follow. 

After a long travel, diversified with scenes Hke these, we 
arrived at length, without any occurrence of immediate in- 
terest to myself, at a post-house called La Figurita, about 
three leagues from the city of Buenos Ayres ; and here we 
determined to t«st for the night before entering the city. 

In the course of my journey, I had fallen in with a; gentle- 
nrtin nam^d Don Freres, and as we were both travelling in 
the same direction, we had become compagnons du voyage. 
Freres was armed; but in consequence of my position, which, 
though an officer of th^ army, forbade me to take part in the 
civil dissensions, I had determined to make my appearance 
as neutral as possible, and had, therefore, travelled the whole 
ronte without arms of any kind. 

As the sun went down, the evening was delightftil. Its 
nuM shadows fell gradually and softly into repose, and all was 
tranquillity. Not a breath of air moved the pendent leaves 
of the three large trees at the hostelry. No sound was heard 
save the lowing of cattle, or the occasional neigh of a distant 
steed. Not a human being was in sight except the residents 
of the few chozas in the neighborhood ; some of whom were 
quietly enjoying their mati in the open air, and feasting, like 
myself, upon the delicious influences of the hour. Darkness, 
however, at length settled upon the scene ; and, after the 
enjoyment of a short walk with Freres, we retired to rest ; — 
he taking a coarse l^ed, and I, as wa^ my custom, throwing 

15 
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my blanket upoQ the floor, and there making my couch. I 
slept well and somidly ; but what was my surprise, on being 
awakened in the morning by a rude push, to find a fellow in 
uniform and moustaches standing over me, and holding the 
point of his lance within an inch of my throat. 

No sooner had I opened my eyes, than he exclaimed-— 

" Rendicion, vos maldito Unitarian Frances,** (Surrender, 
you damned French Unitarian.) 

This was the first time that I had heard the word UnU€h 
rian used in the sense which it was here intended to convey. 
But I very promptly answered — 

" No, I am no Frenchman." 

" Who are you, then ?" 

" An officer from the interior." 

" Is that true t" 

" Yes." 

'* Get up, then," he continued, at the same time withdraw- 
ing his lance, and walking away. • 

My toilet was soon made, having nothing to jHit on but my 
coat and poncha, Freres had awoke ; and as soon as we 
were dressed, we walked together into the road fronting the 
house, where we found an assemblage of something like a 
thousand lanceros and carhineros (lancers and carbineers) of 
Rosas' army. They had been temporarily dismissed, and 
were moving about the vicinity of the house at pleasure. 
From the road we walked into the coral adjoining the house, 
and there I was met by a boisterous fool, who drew a splen- 
did Toledo blade, and levelling it at my breast demanded — 

" Who are you ?" 

*' Me !" said I. '* I am nobody," at the same time step- 
jHug back a little from the point of his weapon. 

, He followed me up, making feint thrusts which came too 
near my person to be pleasant, and again demanding — 

" Do you know who I am ?" 

♦* No^" said I \ " but ^vhoever you are, I would thank you 



THE AftOSMTIKS HfePUBLIC. 171 

to ke^ your point further firom me. What do you mean by 
this?" 

*' I mean to let you know that I am a spy of Gen. Rosas, 
and you are one of the dunned Unitarians.'* 

By this time I had slowly stepped back from his blade, 
until I came in contact with a hide rope, that was stretched 
across the coral. Leaning my back against the rope, I said — 

** My friend, this is not fair. I am unarmed." 

At these words, my companion Freres ran to me, sa3dng — 

" Col. Quino, here is a pistol." 

I took the weapon, and, levelling it at the fellow, ordered 
him to stand back. 

But the pronouncing of my name by Don Freres seemed to 
have been quite sufficient. The fellow did stand back, at the 
same time withdrawing his blade, and as he retreated, ex- 
claiming, " Colonel Quino /" 

I immediately sought the comcmdante, and asked if he 
had any orders to detain me. He said no, that I was at lib- 
erty to proceed. 

We proceeded accordingly, and, having arrived safely at 
Buenos Ayres about mid-day, took rooms at the Fonches 
Hotel, a superb house in the Calle de Vrngt-Cing de Maw, 
kept by a Mr. Jackson. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

*BaeiMf AyrM be ri e g ed by Ramb— CapitiiUiticm of Gen. LaTaK»— -Tii- 
ninphant entrance of Ro io a T enure of the Confecteiation— The Uni- 
tarians and Federals — ^Despotic conrae of Roaas — Further aceonnt of the 
depredations of the Pampas — ^Return to Cordova — Indignation of Gov. 
Fiaz — ^Revolution of the Internal Provinces commenced. 

Whsn I arrived at Buenos Ayres, I learned that, after the 
success of Lavalia, Rosas had retreated to Uie pampas, and 
from his hiding-place sent for and obtained the co«opera^oo 
of Gov. Lopez, of Santa F€, who has been before introduced 
to the reader. These men commenced a sort of guerriUa 
warfare, by harassing the towns, inciting the Indians, and 
cutting off provisions from Buenos Ayres, which, l3ring b^ 
tween the pampas and the Rio Plata, was thus made de- 
pendent upon Montevideo for its supplies of provisions ; in 
ccmsequence of which these soon became insufficient, and so 
excessively dear as to be almost beyond the reach of thousands 
of the citizens. Whenever any parts of the besieging araues 
permitted themselves to be seen, Lavalia immediately sent 
forces to meet them ; but the guerrillas were ever active on 
retreat, and by dividing their parties, and moving in different 
directions, always eluded pursuit. 

Lavalia, after holding out in this manner for a long time, 
and finding that the people were likely to suffer actual star- 
vation, determined at some rate to relieve them. With this 
object he rode alone to the pampas, and at length finding the 
camp of Rosas, inquired for his deadly enemy the generaL 
He was told that the general was absent. He then, it is 
said, made himself known to the officer in command, declared 
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his intentioB to await the retom of Rosas, and laid himsdtf 
down to sleep. When the general retnrned, he was told the 
circnmstance, and exclaimed, " It is impossible — let me see 
the man." An interview was had between them, whereat 
certain stipulations were agreed npon, by which Lavalia 
agreed to retire from Buenos A3nes, and permit the entrance 
of Rosas and his army. This was the great victory said to 
have been achieved by the dictator. 

At the time of my arrival, Lavalia, in accordance with this 
agreement, had just retired to Montevideo, and the adherents 
of Rosas were active in their preparations to receive the 
heroy who, in fact, had never fought a battle ; and among the 
most loud in his praise, were a class of men, or desperadoes, 
the counterpart of whom are ever found engaged in what has 
been appropriately denominated " the dirty work^ of their gov- 
ernment, or their party, as the case may be. The character 
of their work under this man, was (as will be shown) such 
as to cause the blood of honesty and innocence to curdle in 
the veins. 

A day had been set apart for the public entry of Rosas into the 
city ; and when the time arrived, I went with the multitude to 
witness his reception in the market-square. No pains or ex- 
pense had been spared in preparing the gorgeous paraphernalia 
for his reception. Arches were erected ; banners were stream- 
ing ; the bells rang a merry peal ; the music of a hundred bands 
sent up their swelling strains to the sky ; and at last, when 
" the observed of all observers" approached, the horses were 
detached from his carriage, and with long ropes made of red 
silk, he was drawn forward by some two hundred of the 
wretches before-mentioned, and from whom he afterwards 
formed his horrible massorca, (club.) I looked around upon 
the vast muhitude that had assembled to do honor to such a 
being, and mourned in my heart, as did thousands of others, 
over the humiliating scene. 

It becomes necessary to explain here, in as few words as 
16* 
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possible, the groundwork of the contending interests that were 
BOW distracting the whole country, and to define the term 
Unitarian, as applied to a portion of the people of the Argen- 
tine Republic. 

A form of goyernment, unfortunately too liberal in pros- 
pective, and consequently too popular, had treacherously led 
the whole country into a snare. The fundamental principles 
of that form were, in few words, the entire independence of 
each separate province, except so far as a unity of action 
might be found necessary for the transaction of business with 
foreign powers, or for the defence of the common territory 
against foreign invasion. The idea of a perfect state sov- 
ereignty was so alluring, that the best statesmen in the conn- 
try were led away ; and the masses at first with one voice 
hailed its advent as affording the ultimatum of their notions 
of true liberty. The plan was adopted, and the people, or a 
great portion of the people, after years of trial, and after be- 
coming satisfied that the system itself, aided by ambitious and 
bad men, was the cause of all their internal commotion and 
cifil wars, determined if possible to change the form, and in 
the true spirit of E pluribus unum^ consolidate the discordant 
elements in one great harmonious whole, with an executive 
and representative head, responsible directly to the people. 

As in all countries professing civilization, there consequent- 
ly arose in this, two great political parties, each advocating 
and contending for its own separate views and measures for 
what ^ey might consider the good of the whole, or, as the 
case might be, best calculated to accomplish their own pri- 
vate ends. Juan Manuel de Rosas, who seemed to be the 
master-spirit of the time, and who was at best but an adven- 
turer, with unbounded ambition, aiming as he was at mcnre 
than a dictatorship— aiming at a power that snould transform 
his will into a law, and enable him to invade with impuni^ 
the sanctity of private rights — ^to set aside with his own word 
(directly ot indirectly) the transactions of those who bore the 
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name of law-givers ; and, even at his own discretion, and with- 
out responsibility, to take the lires of his citizens — a power, 
in fact, that should convert the government into a despotism, 
and the people into slaves — saw, in the proposed change, an 
insurmountable barrier to the success of his own plans, and, 
reckless of the cost to the people and the country, resolved 
at any rate to stay the current of popular desire. 

To accomplish this, the (so-called) representatives must 
be moulded to his will. The necessary elements of intrigue, 
persuasion, and bribery, but more especially coercion, were 
all subsequently employed, and in the year 1834 (as I think) 
he obtained from that body the concession of la suma del po^ 
der publico, (the entire public power.) 

The influence of the immense patronage thus thrown into 
the hands of one bad man, would of itself seem suflicient, if 
managed with cunning, to keep a people in subjection ; and 
when to this is added the control of the army and the selec- 
tion of its officers, it cannot be a source of surprise that he 
has succeeded in the accomplishment of his object, and in 
holding his position at the severest cost to the people. The 
representatives once subdued were easily held in a pliant 
attitude ; and as the people, if left to themselves, would nat- 
urally hurl this corrupt coalition from its power, the influence 
of the bayonet was necessarily brought to bear upon their 
consciences. Hence the cloud of civil war that already hung, 
as with a frowning curse, above the land, grew darker and 
darker ; and hence, aided by his minions, the people have 
been goaded and galled into an occasional transient quietude 
through the influence of his military power. 

The first form of government was called a Confederation ; 
and the party who, with Rosas at their head, sustained it, 
were denominated Federals. The other party, who desired 
the establishment of a government with a liberal constitution, 
and a union of the provinces after the manner of the United 
States of the North, were denominated Unitarians, and the 
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perseciitioii of these peo{de by Rosas is &e sorest eyidenc^ 
of his despptic intentions. The freedom of political discus- 
sion, and er^n of speech, was denied them, or, if exercised, 
it was so exercised (as will be seen hereafter) at the risk of 
liberty and of life. They were forbidden admission into the 
churches, denied communion at the Jjord's table, denied the 
consolation of religion at the hour of death, and when dead 
denied sepulture. Not only excommunication, but even their 
extermination, has been encouraged and preached as an act 
of reKgious duty. Their property has been given to confis- 
ciCtion to glut the desires of his greedy sat^tes, and every 
^neans of cruelty and torment has been employed to break 
down the nsing spirit of freedom, and awe them into submis- 
sion. But of these things the reader shall be his own judge. 
Let us proceed with our relation of events as they occur- 
red. 

After a few days spent in Buenos Ayres, and having wit- 
nessed the ostentatious induction of one whose past acts made 
manifest the fact that he sought for power only for its own 
sake, I turned my steps once more towards Cordova. I have 
already mentioned the scenes of destruction witnessed on my 
route to Buenos Ayres, and my return was greeted with a 
repetition of those scenes, or rather with a view of the suf- 
ferings attendant upon the winding up of that fearful drama* 
Families, that had been driven before the threatening fury of 
the Indians from their homes, were now returning, dejected 
and wo- worn, in search of their firesides and the little prop- 
erty which they had once possessed ; but too o(ten did they 
find only the spot where their dwellings had stood, or the 
broken remnants of tbeir furniture scattered along the earth. 
In some places, where not a human being was to be found, 
the desolation was broken by the presence of their domestic 
animals. Horses and cattle, which, having shared in tbe 
general flight, had, now that the tumult was over, returned to 
the places most familiar to them, and with loitering steps. 
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«Bd a lawing that was eren melaiicl«ilj» teBived ta swait and 
large tke return of human conqpanionship. 

Thua we continued, until our aniYal at the poet4u>use at 
TereeiOy the fir^ upcm our route, iti the proyince of Cordora. 
Here I dismounted ; and, ^ving my horse to Diego, entered 
the house, where a scene presented itself, so fraught with 
i;itter nuser}r,^and so illustrative of the heartless cruelty which 
ficAowed a capture by the sayages, that I w^ relate it. I 
found here a family, consisting of a man, his wife, and two 
boys, just reimited in theiir former home. Yet, although just 
reetored with life to each other, although each had escaped 
the murderous lury of the Indians, there was no manifesta- 
tion of that fulness (^ joy which would naturally attend their 
restoration to each oUier, and to the home of their affections. 
Vpen the face of the husband was painted misery — upon that 
of the wife was depicted the lineaments of despedr ; bathed 
a>n8tandy in tears, — ^whether she moved, or sat, or stood, 
that one picture was constantly before me. Knowing that 
this could not arise from the mere loss of their househcdd 
effects, and anxious to learn the cause, I called aside one of 
the boys, and asked the reason of his parents' ijorrow. 

'* Oh, I don't know," said he ; ^ only that when the In* 
dians canw, my mother was taken away by them, and carried 
to the pampas^ She has just got back, and they are so 
miserable that I am afraid she'll die if it lasts much longer." 

I gave the boy a dollar, and determined to question the 
woman herself, in order, if possible, to make myself useful in 
restoring their minds to tranquillity. I acc(»:dingly made an 
Qf^rtunity to speak with her alone. 

" Senora," said I, "you have had fearful times of late. I 
have just come from Buenos Ayres, and at almost every vi)]a, 
nay, at almost every house, I have witnessed the terribli^ ef- 
fects of our civil war." ) 

<* And have you dared to cress the pampas, s^or \? she 
' exclaimed. 
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"« WkatahoQjdiroar?" 

" The Indians .' senor, ike Indians !" 

" The Indians r said I, wishing to letd her to s^ fm, 
ther on the anbject which had evidently been the c»»e of 
her distress. . 

" Yes, senor," she exclaimed ; " they have ruined every \ 
thing. Befcnre they came we were happy. They tore me from 
my heme, and for six long months I was a miserable pns- 
oner l** 

" But yon are now restored," said I, in a sootlfflig tone. 

" Yes ! yes ! yes ! senor. But that's not all T she re- 
adied, in a voice almost stifled with emotion. ^* But I wiH 
tell you,'' she continued, after a pause ; and with an effort, that 
seemed the very unburdening of her soul, she proceeded — \ 
<< When the Indians came, their appearance was. so sudden, ^ 
that my husband and the boys could scarce escape, but they 
were from home ; and I was taken prisoner. Captivity, with 
all its suffering, I could have borne without a murmur, blesaed 
still with the sweet hope of a final restoration ; but, senor, 
their chief made me his prize ! He tied my hands, and, 
through my long captivity, forced on me his horrible ca^ 
resses ! This my husband fears, and dreads a revelation* 
I have not dared to name it ; and my poor soul, sufiering in 
the agony of concealment, has longed to find some kindred 
bosom where it could unburden all its sorrows. I have done 
so at last, and in this confession, I feel that a weigbt of 
misery is taken from my heart." 

" I am glad that you have made me your confessor," said 
I, " and I will satisfy your husband that you have not been to 
blame." 

'* Oh, thank you, senor," she exclaimed. " If you -will but 
do that, we may again be happy." 

" I will do so," I replied ; " but tell me, how did you es- 
cape iBitlast?" 

" My husband, hearing of the direction that we had taken 9 
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went kinwelf to Santa F6, and there, by ^e intercession of 
Got. Lopez, ol>tained my release." 

^ Were there others at the same time in captivity ?" I in- 
quired. 

" Yes, senor, there were several." 

" Were tiiey taken to the pampas ?" 

" The women were taken by the Indians, and the men to 
Santa F€." 

" And were they released by Gov. Lopez ?" . 

** None, that I heard of ; and what became of them I can- 
not tell." 

I thanked her for her information, bade her be of good 
cheer, and after a stay of a couple of hours, enjoyed the satis- 
faction of witnessing a return of mutual confidence, smiles in 
the place of tears, and a cheering prospect of future happi- 
ness. As they were almost entirely desti|:ute of the neces- 
saries of life, I gave'them such little assistance as my imme- 
diate means would allow, and left, but not until the good 
woman had bestowed on me a perfect shower of blessings. 

Our route now lay among the ranges of hills that form the ter- 
Biinus of s<nne of the spurs from the Andes or Cordilleras, 
which gave a diversified and wild beauty to the scenery, but 
at the same time subjected us to a great deal of toilsome and 
fatiguing travel. We arrived at length safely in Cordova, 
where I found my kind and afiectionate wife, who had been 
anxiously wishing for, now made happy in my return. 

I perceived at once that a change had come over the aspect 
€)i public affairs. The people, happy in the possession of a 
free provincial government, had contributed freely to the 
necessary means for its support, and to the support of an 
army for its protection ; and although the government had 
still the appearance of a military power, it was so only so far 
as was necessary to sustain it in its independence of the 
sway of a tyrant. Every thing about the city was orderly 
and prosperous, and the efforts of Paz to gain the confidence 
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and good-will of the citizens seemed to iiave been eatiteljF 
successful, except with the few whose* fortunes or feeliogi 
were immediately connected with the interests of the deposed 
governor, and among whom was the family with which I h^ 
connected myself hy mani^e. 

On the next day after my arriral I visited Groy. Paz, sod 
held with him an hour's conversation. He had heard of the 
success of Rosas in Buenos A3rres, and severely blamed Ida- 
valia for the course which he had pursued* 

^' His act was an act of weakness, to say the least of it,^ 
said the governor. ^* He should have held out to the end* 
Had he employed becoming energy, he would have obtained 
a full supply of. provisions from Montevideo ; or, he should 
have established strong dutposts, which would have held the 
enemy at bay ; or, at the worst, it were better that the city 
should suffer a season of distress, than faU into the hands of 
an oppressor who would chain down tl^ir very souls. I am 
sure," he continued, with energy — ^** I am sure that my coun- 
try can never be prosperous, or her people happy, under the 
rule of that monster Ros^s, and never will I lay dowQ my 
sword until the bloody t3nrant is destroyed — a tyrant who I 
believe is capable of any act that wptdd becomie a demon.^ 

I told him of the fatal ravages of the towns and hamleta 
along the pampas, and expressed a belief that the savages 
had been incited to their acts by Rosas himself. 

" Incited !" he exclaimed. " They were employed ; and 
with the promise of reward have done their work. Look at the 
course which the savages have pursued towards the peaceful 
hamlets of the pampas ! Does it look like the legitimate 
warfare of the Indian ? Did they seek only for plunder ? 
Did they take their prisoners to the wilderness ? or did they 
hand them over to the would-be t3nrant, and his accomplice 
Lopez ? These are questions, senor, that, if answered, must 
change surmise to certainty, and fix the origin of all these 
bloody acts on hinu" 
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A% mAseepieiii iatemews witk Pas, h» mfdrmdd me of Us 
deti^nmBatkm to wrest the .gubenrntorial power from the 
ima^ of Boisas' officers in the interior provinces ; and my 
«|[p«rience with the petty tyrants in that direction, enabled 
me to assure him that his interpositioQ woidd be hailed by 
the peq[>le in most of the provinces with an earnest and 
keartielt gratitude. I gave him a statement of affairs at 
Tuciiraaa, Santiago, and Catamarca ; told of the sufferings 
of the people under the despotic rule of the several govem- 
<nrs, whose will dealt deaths and often for the mere gratifica- 
tioB of private pique or malice ; of the discontent that had 
turned the soldiers into ladronesy and sent them upon the 
hif^Hi^ys in the mountains, where their depredations had 
oamsed an aknost lotai suspension of travel, thus paralyzing 
trade, and causing an entire cessation of mercantile transac- 
tions between the provinces ; and also of the preparations 
md^uig by Quiroga, who was recruitiug in the neighborhood 
of San Juan ; what his ultimate purpose was, I had not 
learned, but the known character of the man taught us read- 
ily to suppose that it was not for the good of the people, or 
the tranquini^ of the neighboring province. 

Gov. Paz had more than once desired me again to go 
into active service, and as often had I declined, under the 
same plea that I had given to Bustes, viz., that I would take 
so part in the civil dissensions of the country. The request 
was now renewed more urgently than before, and again as 
positively declined. 

The army of each party claimed to be the regular army of 
the country ; and as political opinion must, under these cir- 
cumstances, govern every officer in the choice of the service 
in which he would engage, I should, if with either, most cer- 
tainly have united with Paz, whom I regarded as a true 
patriot, and whom I hope to see some day president of the 
republic, under a constitution like our own, with men, too, 
who will respect and sustain it ; |pd yet this hope seems al- 

16 
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most beyond the prospect of a consumiiuitioii, so long as the 
goreroment is likely to exist as at present, under a politico- 
religious amalgamation. To the people of the United States 
it may seem an act of supererogation, to rehearse the evils 
resulting from a system of government so constitated. It is 
apparent to them that the time has arrived when the ming- 
ling of such discordant elements as those of religion and 
politics should be no longer tolerated by any intelligent peo- 
ple ; but the people of South America, England, Spain, and 
others of Europe, are in this matter at least two centuries 
behind the present age, however advanced some of them may 
be in the other concomitants of civilization. The philoso- 
]^y of this subject is so simple, that the continuance of «ick 
a combination has long furnished food £»r surprise to the wise 
of every nation. Of these two elements, one is spiritual, the 
other is temporal ; the one is the growth of conscience, the 
other of judgment ; and both are inflammable in their natures: 
hence, when they are combined, a fierce conflagration is the 
result — a conflagration which ever bums with phrensy, even 
in the breast of man, but often, rending the frail barrier of 
thought, it sweeps the earth in its ungovernable fury, and, 
like the hot simoom of the desert, bears destruction in its 
course. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

GoTernor Paz beset with Flatterei*— The Rey<rfiition centmned— Th«> 
Padre Aldao — ^Airest and Imprisomnent — ^The Cavildo— Modes of Ex- 
ecution. 

Governor Paz, having established his seat of govern- 
ment at Cordova, assembled around him his officers of state, 
with most of whom I soon entered on terms of intimacy, and 
being on the most friendly terms with Paz himself, con- 
versed with them all without restraint upon subjects of public 
importance. As my advice was often asked, it was as freely 
given, imtil my position became one that was regarded as in- 
iuential, and this fact caused a degree of jealousy to spring 
up among the officers of the army. No tertulias, either po- 
litical, social, or convivial, were held, to which I was not 
invited ; and while I usually shunned the latter, and attended 
the former, these men fek an unnecessary and unaccountable 
pique, that an officer not in the service, aiid a foreigaer to 
boot, should be regarded with more distinction and favor 
than themselves. The effect of this feeling will be seen by 
and by. 

The officers of the government were all obsequious to the 
govem(»r, and, by their flattery and adulation, had in a man- 
ner warped his good judgment, and rendered him proud in 
his position. He was so often called by some the Washing- 
ton, and by others the Napoleon of his country, that his mind 
seemed to become inflated with his consequence, and almost 
udfitted for the great work that he had so well begun. He 
had sprung too hastily from the rank of a colonel to that of a 
general, and from that to a governor, to be insensible to their 
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Ibacks upon that weak point in the human mind, his iranilj, 
and its effects were too apparent to be misunderstood. 

This I noticed^ and mentioned to several of those who were 
foremost in their sycophancy. I told them that if they did 
not cease their flattery, they would spoil a good governor, and 
expressed my regret that he had not already followed up with 
energy the advantages that he had gained, instead of resting 
so long u^n his first-earned laurels. These things were of 
course spoken in confidence, and with the best feeling ; but 
they reached the governor's ears, nevertheless, and were^ 
naturally, not very palatable. 

At about this time, in a conversation with Senor Liosaooi . 
the minister of finance, that gentleman informed me that h# 
was. apprehensive of the governor's intention to displace him; 
and asked my continued friendship as a means of ocmcUia* 
Uon. I inquired in what way so simple a matter as my friend* 
ship (beyond what he already possessed) could serve him in 
such an object. He replied, saying—^ 

*' Senor, there is no man in Cordova whom the governor 
would not more willingly ofiend than you. Your experience, 
your known bravery, your love of liberty, and your counsd, 
have bound him completely to you, and when he knows that 
jTOu are especially my friend, he will not, I think, be so like^ 
ly to carry out what I fear are his intentions." 

I told him (as I respected him highly) that if my friend- 
ship would aid him it was fully at his service. He requested 
me to visit him often, which I promised to do, and we parted. 

Preparations were now making, by recruiting the army» 
Ac, for the revolution of the internal provinces' ; and Col. 
Dasa, having received orders to advance on Santiago, cal^ 
on me for information respecting the country into which he 
was about to proceed, f gave him all in my power, assuring 
him that the people would be glad to receive and assist in 
deposing the tyrant Ibara, and also that he had little to fear ' 
from the miserable troq)s of the province, who I was satis^ 
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fied could nerer wiAstand the discipline and courage c^ the 
veterans under his command. In this there was no flattery, 
as most of his force was from the rery men who^ having 
fought the battles (d the Banda OrieiUal, had followed Pas 
on his triumphal entry into Cordova. They were brave f4- 
lows, and good soldiers. 

I was also visited by Col. Pedrenerez^ to whom a division 
had been assigned, for the puipose of marching against Men- 
doza, taking on his route the Punta San Luis, the spot where 
I had met my flrst military disaster, when serving under the 
unfortunate Ramsurez against Carrere, and of which Lieut. Col. 
Ortis was still governor. To him I also gave information as 
to his route, the country, and the people ; and in a short 
time the two divisions set out, moving in opposite directions ; 
that of Dasa going due north over the pampas, direct to San- 
tiago, and that of Pedrenerez crossing the ranges of hills, 
which lie westward between the city of Cordova and the 
Punta San Luis. 

My acquaintance in Cordova now extended to all the fam- 
ilies of distinction jn the city, among whom were the Fraga- 
ros, Losanos, Freres, Lastros, Dees, Ruados, and others: 
Our tertulias continued, and the usual amount of fawning and 
intrigue was carried on. In a short time we heard from Col. 
Dasa. He had been successful at Santiago, had beaten Ibara 
with great ease, established a legislative government, and 
having secured his position, and recruited his army, sent back 
a small detachment of his troops to Cordova. 

We soon after heard of the success of Pedrenerez, by the 
arrival of a detachment with prisoners, among whom was my 
dd friend Col. Ortis of the Punta San Luis. That place had 
been taken ; and subsequently arrived prisoners from Men- 
doza, one of whom was a man who had gained much noto- 
riety on account of the singular ferocity of his disposition, as 
also from the fact of his having laid aside the cowl and taken 
the sword. This was Gen. Aldao ; who, on account of his 

16* 
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having been a Catholic priest, was even now more commoi^ 
called the Padre Aldao. By his energy and influence, this 
man had raised an army, and taken the command at Mendo- 
za, and on the approach of Pedrenerez, he had met that officer 
near the city. A fiercely-contested battle was the result. 
Aldao was beaten, and himself taken prisoner. Well known 
as a cold-blooded wretch, he was denied even the common 
courtesies sometimes allowed to a prisoner of war in that 
country, (where the best courtesies of that nature were little 
better than rough handling,) and was sent in chains to Cor- 
dova. In this manner, with his gray head left bare to the 
sun, and his feet fastened under the belly of his horse, he 
entered the city ; and no sooner was it known that he had 
arrived, than a thousand voices demanded that he should in- 
stantly be put to death ; so deep was the detestation for him 
in the public mind, and so completely had the people become 
accustomed to this summary mode of dealing with their ene- 
mies. Fortunately for Aldao, the governor of Cordova was 
a man of humane feelings, or at least as much so as could be 
expected, and much more so than was usually found with the 
*toen of power who had been reared in that country ; and by {fa- 
cing his authority between the excited people and their intend- 
ed victim,*saved him from their fury. Aldao was placed in 
solitary confinement in one of the lower cells of the Cavildo, 
with a guard constantly at his door, as I had been at San 
Juan. I confess that my sympathies went with him, not- 
withstanding his unenviable reputation. 

Pedrenerez, who was a bold, persevering, and energetic 
officer, having settled a legislative government at Mendoza, 
according to the plan laid out by Paz, subsequently recruited 
his army, and proceeded to San Juan ; and having revolu- 
tionized that province, advanced to Catamarca to deal with my 
friend Caril — ^he who had held me for a few months pnsoneTi 
while waiting the orders of Quiroga. The town of Catar 
marca fell into his hands, but La Revea still held out undeir 
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Qiiiroga> wk) made his heftd-qmrters ia the moontaiosy and 
recruited his army from among the guaekos of the coun- 
try. 

About this time my wife presented me with a son, thus 
forming another link in the chain of events and circum- 
stances which held me in a country, the political conrulsions 
of which I would willmgly have avoided ; and about this 
time I discovered, too, that my friend Paz had been so 
wrought v^pon as to regard me with distrust. The jealousies 
of which I have bef(Nre spoken were employed in murmurs 
against me ; my remarks respecting him were spoken of as 
not sufficiently respectful to warrant me his friend ; my con- 
nection by marriage, with a family known to be inimical to 
the interests of his government, was pointed at as a cer- 
tain evidence of treasonous intentions on my part, and, ia 
fi»ct, that my friendship for him was assumed from sin- 
ister motives. I saw the effect of these things, without 
knowing, at the time, the cause. Paz had grown cold and 
indifierent of my society, in consequence of which my visits 
had been lessened, and finally ceased altogether ; still, con- 
scious of my own integrity towards him in every particular, 
I gave the subject but little thought. During this state of our 
affairs, I was one morning accosted, while enjoying my usual 
eaiiy walk, by a subaltern, who had with him two men ; the 
officer approached me politely, and in evident embarrassment, 
addressed me with— 

'* Good-morning, Senor Colonel. I have orders to arrest 
you." 

'* To arrest me !" said I, with unfeigned surprise ; " pray, 
sir, by whose orders am I to be arrested V* 

" By the orders of the governor," he replied. 

** Well," said I, laughing, " you must first go home with 
me> and take a cup of chocolate." 

*' I cannot do that, senor ; I have orders to take you at once 
to the Cavildo." 
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" But yen have aot got me yet^" Mod I ; " eome." Attd 
with these words I turned towards my residence. 

The guard Mowed, the officer pleading all the way thit 
be shoi^d be punished, and yet not daring to lay his hand «» 
me. 

" Come on," I replied ; ** when I have seen my wife, and 
had some chocolate, I will go wifli you to the CaviMo." 

Arrived at my home, I entered, and invited my gimrd 
to follow ; they obeyed, and in a moment we were seated to^ 
gether. My wife directly entered the apartment, and I said 
to her, gayly — 

" My dear, I am a prisoner again." 

" You are jesting," said she, with a lo<^ of inquiry. 

<' No, it is true, but you have iMHhing to £sar ; I presume 
here is some mistake. Gov. Paz has certainly no cause for 
arrestuig me, and I shall soon be at liberty again ; or if not, 
you know that I am accustomed to prisons, and a short con- 
finemem will be no hardship to me." 

She made no answer, but tears springing from her eyes, 
and coursing over her cheeks, fell to the floor. She glanced 
in silence at the guard, and at me, I met her look with a 
smile, and said, che.erfully — 

<< Come, please to order a little chocdiate for my fri^(^ 
and myself, and after taking a cup, I will go with them." 

We took our chocolate, and after again quieting the appre» 
hensions of my wife, 1 left for the Cavildo. The Cavildo is 
a large building, that is i»ed for a court-house and a prison. 
On the first floor is the large court-room, with its ante-chan»- 
bers ; above are the rooms appropriated to prisoners of state, 
of the better or higher class ; and beneath are the cells of 
those who are placed in solitary confinement. At the front 
of the building is a wide-projecting porch, supported by pil- 
lars ; and adjoining is the eoralf or yard, where prisonecs 
condemned to death are executed. The manner in which , 
the victims were put to death, varied according to tlra pro*> 
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fmmhf ol the c(»deiiming power, aad acceidin|^ to cireuim 
stances ; soraetimes ^ey were shot ; some met their fate at 
die hands of two Janeeros, who, placed on either side of the 
ptisener, would at a signal pbmge their glittering weapons 
into his hody ; others again fell by the most barbarous prac* 
tiee of drawing a keen blade across the throat. All these 
modes of execution I have been compelled to witness ; and 
in no case does the victim know his sentence, until the mo- 
meat be&re his death, and then only by the preparation made 
when he is to be shot. In the other cases, the first intimation 
of his fate is the touch of the steel. 

These things will seem to those who have lived in a land 
blessed with peace and good government, as almost beyond 
belief, but they are, nevertheless, truths. Paz, I may even 
now say, and to his honor be it said, stooped net to such bar- 
barities. His prisoners were at least awarded a trial or 
examination, with counsel to defend them, and if the punish- 
ment of deadi was ever decreed, it was so decreed upon 
good and substantial ground. I had therefore less appre- 
hension for the result of my imprisonment than on former 
occasions, when similarly situated ; still, according to cus- 
tom, I had been arrested without knowing the charge upon 
which that arrest had been ordered, and that alone was suffi- 
cient to make my position unpleasant. I knew not what 
elements had been employed against me — ^I knew not what 
stroke of policy I might have been made the instrument of, 
or that I might be reserved for ; anj I reached the prison in 
a perfect sts^ of perplexity and vexation. 

Arrived at the coral, I asked the guard where he was to 
place me ; and, on his replying that he had no orders, I said 
I would choose my own apartments ; and accordingly led the 
way to the place of accommodation in the upper part of the 
building. Here I was handed over to the captain of the 
guard, and by him placed in a large room, in which I found 
seven or eight already imprisoned, and among them my 



190 ciTiL wut» or 

old fneikd Lieut. Cd. Ortis^ who liad beto gordraor of &e 
Punta San Luis. Ortis, recogaising me, advmBced, and alm- 
kxag me heartily by the hand, said — 

'< I am glad to meet you again, seiior ; but regret that we 
should meet in a prison." 

** Ah, senor," said I, " in this coimtry, where all is commo- 
tion, every man is liable to meet ^s friend as we meet now. 
There is no law, no liberty, no order ; nothing, indeed, but 
anarchy, confusion, and civil war! For my own part, 1 
have long been weary with it." 

He appeared much dejected ; spoke often of his reverses, 
his losses, his family, and even wept over the nsunes of hie 
loved ones. *' God protect them !" he would exclaim, ^ where 
they are, I know not !" 

Each of the prisoners was provided with a small cot to 
sleep on ; but we were not so lucky in the matter of chairs, 
there being but three or four in the room. So we made seats 
of our beds ; and, after my interview with Ortis, the prison- 
ers gathered around, and were introduced. I had heard of 
them all by their titles, and known them as officers in various 
of the provinces, although I had never before met with them. 
They had all been taken and sent in to Cordova, by Daga 
and Pedrenerez, and were now extremely anxious as to what 
might be their fate. 

For several days I was continued in this state, kept in 
total ignorance of the charges against me, or the cause of 
my imprisonment. None of my family or friends were al- 
lowed to visit me, and the suspense at length became op- 
pressive. I have already stated that the padre, or general 
Aldao, was brought in chains, and confined in one of the ceUs 
below us, and occasionally we saw him from our windows, 
at times when he was permitted, under a guard, to seat him- 
self, for a few minutes, in the sun, and enjoy the free air, 
within the walls of the coral. 

At length 1 was called out, and conducted before an assem- 
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Uy of JBdgee in the haU of the Carildo. I was asked to 
name my padrino, or counsel ; but I re{^ed, that whatever 
was charged against me, I had committed no offence ; and, 
as an honest heart wotdd have nothing to fear, I was able to 
defend myself. " I am ready to hear you," sidd I. " Pro- 



I was then subjected to a most rigid questioning about my 
visits to Losano, and other matters of which I kbew nothing ; 
and, after an iuvestigation which lasted two hours, during 
which I was kept standing, the examination was ended, and 
I was remanded to my prison. My companions in custody 
now gathered around me, all eager to learn what had trans- 
pired during my absence ; but I was in no loquacious humor, 
and after telling them that what had passed did not relate to 
them, requested that I might be left without further question. 
I knew also the importance of placing a bridle upon my 
tongue. I was, it is true, placed with men who were sup- 
posed to be the enemies of the people's rights, and, as such^ 
had no S3nnpathy with them ; but we were prisoners aUke, 
and, as association often makes men what they are, our 
cause seemed almost to become a common one v and I was 
apprehensive that the confidence arising from our mutual 
confinement might mislead me to useless expressions, which 
would be used or distorted to my injury ; for I well knew 
that when a commanding officer once placed a man under 
arrest, it was humiliating to him to acknowledge his error, 
and that he would often, upon the slightest pretext, sacrifice 
his prisoner rather than retrace his step, as in the latter case 
he would virtually acknowledge the wrong he had committed. 
To Ortis I afterwards spoke more freely, and to the others 
stated that as there was no tangible cause for my imprison- 
ment, I must shortly be liberated. This they seemed to 
doubt ; and did not hesitate so to express themselves, not, 
apparently, with any intent to make me miserable, but sim- 
ply, because, as misery loves company, they did not like 
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tt» acknowledge diemtelves worse off ihftn tbeir neigh- 
bors. 

My wife was at length allowed to make one visit to my 
prison in the presence of an officer. It is needless to de- 
scribe her feelings or my own ; suffice it that I strove to as- 
sure her of my safety and speedy liberation ; that she fold 
me my boy was well, and that, when she left me, at the end 
of a quarter of an hour, my heart felt relieved of a paiaftd 
burden. Nevertheless, that visit had forced i^n my mind 
a conviction that revealed more of the importance of my im- 
prisonment than I had yet realized. \ f bow that it was 
not /that suffered. I felt now thai 1 pi alone in llie 

world, and that something more than seit ^as to be consid- 
ered. I felt now, with all its force, the fact, that all the 
agony of my incarceration was suffered by a single soul out- 
side the prison- wall, and for her sake I was wretched. 

The time had been, when, apart froni the prospect of 
death, I would have mocked the dreary aspect of a dungeon's 
walls in utter scorn ; but now I became a very woman in my 
heart, and sighed for liberty. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Midnight Examuiation at the Cavildo — Release from Prison — Quiroga's 
attack on Cordova — ^Terrible battle on the Tablada. 

The situation of my fellow-prisoners was one in which 
none could know at what moment he would be called forth 
to meet his death in the coral ; and accustomed as they were 
to witness the summary course that had heen pursued by 
some of the governors towards their prisoners of state, each 
was apprehensive that the fatal moment would sooner or 
later arrive. My situation they regarded as the same as theiip 
own, but they were sttangers to what I supposed to be my 
known attachment to the government of Paz, and I gave 
little heed to their opinion. Had I known the elements that 
were at work against me, I should not have felt so confident 
of the security of my position. As it was, that confidence 
was unshaken, until one night at about twelve o'clock I was 
awakened by the falling of a heavy hand upon my breast, 
accompanied with the words, " Senor, arise." Looking up, 
I saw by the dim light of a small lantern, the form of a sar- 
gento standing at my bedside, and behind him two lanceros. 
The sergeant repeated the summons. I arose and dressed 
myself, while my companions in imprisonment were each 
gazing upon me from their several cots in mournful silence ; 
no word was spoken, and as I looked around upon them, their 
gestures plainly indicated a last farewell. I should have 
bade them farewell in words, for the circumstance of this 
nocturnal visitation told me that the moment was critical, but 
jt was one of those scenes in which the privilege of even a 

17 
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•ingle farewell was denied. I mutt not speak to my compan- 
ions, nor they to me. So, having dressed myself, I returned 
their glances one by one ; then teiming to the sergeant, I 
asked in a low tone — 

" What orders have you respecting me ?" 

" No se, Sehor,^ (I don't know, sir,) he replied. 

" Lead on, then, I am ready." 

The lanceros took their places, one on each side of me, 
and the sergeant lelading the way, we passed into the long 
dark corridor ; having reached the end of the passage, the 
sergeant halted for a moment at the head of the stairs, and 
leaving us there, went below. I now addressed one of the 
soldiers — 

" Comrade," said I, " do you know what orders have been 
given respecting — ^" 

He made no answer and I spoke again, for now I diought 
of the fearful distress of my wife, in the event of my being 
called to the shameful death that seemed to await me. 

" Answer me," said I, "if you know ; tell me the worst." 

He placed his mouth at my ear, and whispered the former 
reply — 

" No se, Sehory 

The sergeant returned in a moment, and we proceeded to 
the coral ; here we halted again, and the men were ordered 
to stand apart, which was obeyed, by each moving about one 
pace from me, and in this position we stood for about fifteen 
minutes. The silence of death reigned over the city, and all 
was darkness, save the faint rays of light that were shed by 
the lantern, which was placed upon the ground at a short 
distance from where I stood. The suspense was horrible, and 
the breathing of the men at my side was distinctly suable. The 
sergeant, probably to avoid conversation, stood a short dis- 
tance apart, with his arms folded across his breast, waiting 
the order which we all dreaded, yet the import of which none 
could divine. A door leading from the cored \o the porch was 



THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 195 

at length opened, and a person c&Ttjing a lantern entered, 
BXid placing a written order in the hand of the sergeant, re- 
tired. Having perused the paper by the light of the lantern, 
the sergeant approached, and ordering us to follow him, led 
the way to the front entrance of the building ; as we sap- 
preached, the folding<doors swung noiselessly back, without 
any apparent human agency, for no person was in sight save 
my conductor and the guard, and 1 was led forward into the 
chamber occupied by the court. Here I found the judges all 
u^ their places, sitting in perfect silence, as though awaiting 
my approach ; the apartment was dimly lighted, and the 
heavy shadows that hung amid the dark tapestry of the room, 
coupled with the thrilling silence, and the scene of terrible 
suspense through which I had just passed, imparted to my 
soul a feeling of gloomy horror not to be described. Still, the 
abstract fear of death never entered my mind, and 1 took my 
place, upright and firm, before my judges. 

The presiding judge, whom I well knew, broke the solemn 
silence with questions similar to what I had listened to on 
my first examination ; these I declined to answer. He then 
said, in a low voice — 

** Prisoner, will you choose counsel ?" 

" No," I replied ; " I have once refused, and I refuse it 
now." 

" Then you must answer me." 

As he said this, he for the first time raised his eyes till 
they met my look, then as quickly lowered them again. 

" I have given my declaration," I replied ; " to that I have 
nothing to add, from it 1 have nothing to take away. I have 
no other answer." 

"None?" 

" None, senores." 

All looked at me with surprise ; whispers ran among them 
for a few moments, and my conductor was then ordered to 
return me to my prison. 
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When we reached the apartment, the prisoners were all 
up, and the moment I entered all crowded around with looks 
of fitful joy, lamest congratulation, and questions as to what 
had passed. I told them that I could answer no questions — 
my mind was disturbed — and throwing myself upon my cot, 
left them to their conjectures. I was in a mood, which, had 
it occurred in camp, would have caused me to pull my garro 
over my brow. Even with Ortis I would hold no conversa- 
tion. That I was the subject of some accursed plot was now 
apparent, and my mind was racked in an endeavor to fathom 
the mystery. 

On the following day, a gentleman came to the prison, 
bringing in his hand a folded paper. He introduced himself 
to me as Col. Bedoye, and, presenting the paper, said, in a 
polite manner, that by signing the document, he was author- 
ized to say I should be immediately liberated. I took the 
paper, and found it to be a petition purporting to come from 
myself, and, in the most humiliating manner, supplicating my 
release. Folding the paper, and placing it again in his hands, 
I said — 

" Senor, I cannot sign that paper." 

" You wish to be free ?" said he, inquiringly. 

" Not at such a price," I replied. " I am used to prisons, 
and it will require more than my liberty to induce me to 
sacrifice my honor." 

" But here is no sacrifice of honor," he said. 

<* It is humiliating ! I am innocent, and will sue to no 
man." 

" Think of your family, good sir," he said, still urging me. 
" Your wife suffers from your incarceration if you do not ; 
your friends mourn over it, and long to see you free again. 
Pray, sign it." 

My whole soul was embittered with the insult offered to 
me, and I answered with some warmth — 

" I have heard you, senor ; yet if all the inducements you 



THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 197 

have offered were five times doubled, I would not sign that 
paper ! The wife you plead for would despise me for an act 
so low, and with that black, unmanly insult on my soul, I 
should not dare to look my infant in the face. Friends, say 
you ! I pray you, seiior, if you count yourself one of them, 
urge me no more. Once for all, / will not sign it /" 

He returned, and reported to the council, which was com- 
posed, 1 believe, of Gov. Paz and his state officers, what 
had passed between us, and, as 1 afterwards learned, my in- 
dependent bearing did not please some certain of the gentle- 
men, nor had 1 supposed it would. Some called me stubborn ; 
others, and particularly he who acted in the capacity of a 
sort of secretary of state, and who, I think was Fragero, pro- 
nounced it contemptuous and insulting to the government ; 
but there were fortunately others of calmer blood among 
them, who acknowledged that it was no more than might be 
expected under the circumstances. Still they did not relin- 
quish the hope of bringing me to terms of humility, and to 
complete the object, some of my personal friends were after- 
wards admitted to my prison, all of whom urged me to sign 
the petition, and be free, at the same time bringing every ar- 
gument in their power to bear upon my mind. I was told, 
among other reasons why I should yield, that the anxiety of 
my wife on my behalf had been such as to seriously affect 
her health, and that, if my imprisonment was much longer 
continued, its result might be most deplorable. I was fur- 
ther told that on my course depended in a great measure the 
safety of Losano, whose familiarity with me had brought him 
under suspicion, and also of others similarly situated ; until, 
wearied at length with their importunities, and reflecting upon 
the last-mentioned appeals, 1 said that 1 would think of it. 
So, when Bedoye came, as he did on the following day, into 
my prison, I said to him — 

" Senor, if you have any thing that you wish me to sign, 
present it, but do not tell me the contents ;" and thus, under a 

17* 
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Tain effort to cheat my own pride, I received and signed the 
paper. 

Two hours after this was done, I heard with shame that 
my prison-doors were open. I felt that I had humMed my- 
self at the persuasion of others, and bidding my fellow-pris- 
oners a cold good-by, I left the prison with a sense of regret 
and self-reproach, and with far less of satisfaction than I had 
felt on entering its walls. 

Arrived at my residence, I found all overjoyed at my re- 
lease, and was myself happy in once more clasping my loved 
ones to my heart ; but amid all this, there was a weight upon 
my mind which filled me . with disgust towards myself. I 
was by no means satisfied with the terms of my release. I 
never had believed that my imprisonment had arisen from 
any actual ill-will towards me on the part of Grov. Paz, and 
I was soon satisfied that such was the case. I blamed him 
only for listening to the tales that had been poured into his 
ear, without giving me an opportunity to explain my position 
to him in person before proceeding to extremes ; and, al- 
though we afterwards exchanged courtesies whenever we 
met, I never could permit our former intimacy to be re- 
newed. 

I soon learned that Quiroga still held his position against 
Pedrenerez and Dasa, and that having recruited and got to- 
gether an army, said to consist of about seven thousand, but 
actually amounting to &ye thousand men, (an immense army 
for that country,) he had even threatened to make a descent 
upon Cordova, and beard Paz in his stronghold. Much 
speculation was on foot, and no little apprehension was felt 
for ^e possiUe result of this threat. Quiroga was known 
to be a man of blood, remorseless and uncompromising ; and 
in the possible event of his success, a total saqueo of the city 
was anticipated. The contemplation of such a catastrophe 
was dreadful, and the apprehension so great, that Dasa was 
ordered to return forthwith to Cordova, bringing with him 
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every man that could possibly be spared from his provinces. 
Cordova was perhaps the wealthiest city of the whole inte- 
rior, and the prospect of plunder and rapine was sufficient to 
make demons of men who were known to be, at best, little 
removed from barbarians. 

Dasa and other officers had arrived with about two hun* 
dred men, when it was ascertained that Quiroga was actually 
on his way to the city. Paz had lost no time in his military 
preparations, by recruiting, drilling, <&c., and his force now 
numbered about four thousand men, well equipped, well offi- 
cered, and under good discipline ; yet, with all this, much 
consternation was visible in the town. A public meeting of 
the citizens was called in the market-place, where measures 
were adopted for the internal defence of the city, in case the 
army should be overpowered and driven in. It was resolved 
that every man would fight to the last, to prevent a saqueo ; 
that the principal streets should be barricaded ; the most prom- 
inent buildings fortified ; the house-tops in the direction of the 
army manned, and armed with musketry and missals ; and, 
in conformity with these resolutions, such preparations were 
made. In addition to this, most of the public buildings 
were converted into hospitals for the wounded, and sup- 
plied with cots, linen, and other articles, for the conve- 
nience of the surgeons, and the comfort of their anticipated 
patients. 

Quiroga at length approached, and Paz moved with his 
whole army to the Tahlada, a large plain about two miles 
from the city, and in full view from the tops of the houses. 
With several others, all well armed, I had taken a position 
opon the house of one of the state officers, not far from the 
entrance of the town, in the direction of the scene of action, 
and from this position we witnessed the approach of the ene- 
my's forces, and the position occupied by Paz. At about 
three-fourths of a mile from that spot, Quiroga halted for the 
purpose of forming his infantry ; and here it is necessary to 
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explain the practice of that country in the transportation of 
that branch of their service. 

The armies of the Argentine are composed mostly of cav- 
alry, yet no genferal forms an entire corps without having a 
small corps of infantry attached ; and as their field of opera*^ 
tion often extends over an area of some hundreds of leagues, 
the infantry, for the convenience of rapid transportation, are 
mounted behind the men composing the cavalry, each horse, 
so far as the number of infantry require, tlius " carrjring 
double." When about to go into an engagement, the in- 
fantry dismount, and are formed after the manner of their 
own tactics. Quiroga, as I have stated, dismounted his in- 
fantry, formed his column at about three-fourths of a mile 
from Paz, and advanced to the engagement, commencing his 
deployment at a distance of about half a mile, and presenting 
the whole force of his xiavalry. Paz had every advantage 
except that of numbers ; independent of his cavalry and in- 
fantry, (among whom was a small battalion of negroes under 
the command of an Englishman by the name of Wild,) he 
had a small corps of artillery. His men and horses were 
fresh, well disciplined, and he had chosen his position on a 
gentle slope or rise of the tahlada. His infantry, numbering 
about one thousand, were drawn up in front, flanked on the 
right and left by artillery. About two hundred paces in their 
rear was a line of cavalry, numbering about two thousand 
five hundred, and at a distance of the eighth of a mile in rear 
of this line was a handsome cavalry reserve of fiNQ hundred 
men. The excitement which this scene created in my breast 
was almost overpowering. I could scarce resist the impulse 
that prompted me to go forth ; but I had taken neutral ground, 
and besides this, I had united with others to fight only for 
our firesides in the last extremity. Those who had remained 
in town were regarded by their wives, mothers, and children, 
as their final hope, and it was for their protection that we re- 
mained. 
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At about three o'clock in the afternoon the action was com- 
menced by Paz, who set his artillery at play upon Quiroga's 
column at the moment that he began his deployment ; its ef- 
fect was visible, and before the deployment was fairly com- 
pleted, the enemy's right began a rapid movement, evidently 
intended as a charge upon our infantiy . By the haste of his 
movement his line was already thrown into some disorder, and 
as his right approached they were met by a volley from the 
infantry, which turned their direction, carrying slaughter in 
their ranks, and the succeeding squadrons pressed on under 
a cross-fire from the artillery. The second assault was met 
like the first, by the infantry, who to all appearance had not 
yet lost a man, and who stood their ground like statues of 
marble. In the distance we could see of them only the long 
dark line, seemingly almost without motion; and ever and 
anon as that line was approached with the threatening aspect 
of attack, the glitter of their 'arms was for an instant seen, as 
they levelled their muskets, then shrouded in the smoke oi 
their discharge. Beyond the volume we could distinctly see 
its effects. Confusion was apparent, and the horses, wounded 
by successive volleys, refused to advance again. Quiroga's 
in£emtry had by this time deployed its column in rear of their 
cavalry, and their general had evidently determined to un- 
mask them, and endeavor at the same time to pass the flanks 
of Paz's infantry, thus throwing his whole force of about 
four thousand cavalry upon his enemy's second line. So it 
proved ; but Paz had anticipated the movement, and was pre- 
pared to receive him. In one hour from the commencement 
the battle became general ; infantry were engaged with in- 
fantry, aided on our side with the artillery ; cavalry with 
cavalry : and the whole mass became so commingled and 
shrouded in smoke and dust, that it was impossible to dis- 
criminate between the parties. For a long time Paz's re- 
serve remained immoveable, but at last we saw them dash into 
the conflict. It was a moment of intense excitement with us 
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all. Shouts and cheers resounded from the houselc^ in every 
quarter, as though our fighting friends could hear their oa- 
couraging tones. None could now form the slightest ojnnion 
upon the chances of success, and unable at last longer to bear 
the excitement and suspense, about twenty of us determined 
to go to the scene of action, yet without any direct object, 
except it was to quell the burning fever of anxiety. Passing 
hastily from the town we ran towards the tablctda, the roar of 
the battle growing louder and louder as we approached. Both 
armies had been broken into detachments, and the men were 
fighting on all hands like bloodhounds. We saw Quiroga. 
He had thrown off every vestige of his clothing, save his 
drawers,* which were rolled up and fastened about his thighs. 
Both he and his horse were covered with blood ; and alto- 
gether they presented an appearance that could be compared 
to nothing human. Goaded with the prospect of defeat, 
dashing from place to place, cutting down with his own sword 
such of his troops as quailed or turned for their lives, leading 
detachments into the hottest of the fight, naked as he was, and 
streaming with the gore that had spirted from his victims upon 
him, he seemed a very devil presiding over carnage. His troop* 
had already commenced their flight, and were rushing, in 
small bands, from the battle in every direction ; some halt^ 
ing, and at an auspicious moment dashing again into the fray; 
others resting, and others again flying for their lives. In 
^is manner our little party of neutrals became entangled in 
the mass of moving detachments, and at one time we were 
compelled to fight our own way out ; but at sunset the batde 
was decided ; Paz was victorious ; and Quiroga, at length 
finding all efforts hopeless, turned, and without a signal ((a 
retreat, fled from the spot. The diroute being to all appear- 
ance complete, Paz returned to the city, leaving Col. Dasa 

* It is proper to state that linen or mnslin drawers, neatly raffled at the 
bottom, and tastily made, formed a fashionable part of the costume of the 
highest class, and were often worn without pantaloons. 
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in commaod. Night fell upon the scene; our party re- 
tamed to town ; sudd while the people, after some demonstra* 
tions of rejoicing, slept once more secure upon their pil- 
lows, our guards still kept at their posts, on the house- 
tops and near the barricades. Well had it been for 
Dasa and his troops had they adopted a like course of yigi- 
lance. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

CriMB in the ASSeAn of the Country— Second Battle of the Tablada^^Ter- 
rible Act of Retribution — Return of the Army to Cordova — Quiroga 
makes a second Campaign against Cordova — Enters the City by Strat- 
agem, and is afterwards beaten by Gov. Paz, at the Lagona Logo — 
Flight of Quiroga to Buenos Ayres — Supine Neglect of Gov. Paz. 

An important crisis in the vital affairs of the rep^iblic 
seemed now to have arrived. Paz, though tardy, had suc- 
ceeded in wresting from the power of dictation nearly all the 
internal provinces, and the only hope left to Rosas in that 
direction was the fierce Quiroga. The only provinces of 
consequence now opposed to the plan of Grov. Paz were 
Buenos Ayres, under Rosas, and Santa F6, under his close 
friend I^opez. Quiroga once defeated in the interior, these 
two would stand alone, affording necessarily an easy con- 
quest to the Unitarian commander ; and that conquest once 
accomplished, no obstacle remained in the way of establish- 
ing a pure democratic republican form of government. The 
entire destinies of the country seemed therefore, in my mind, 
to rest on this one contest ; and although I was, to all ap- 
pearance, a mere spectator of passing events, my whole soul, 
and my whole energies were concentrated in the cause. 
But the contest was not yet over. Let us return to our nar- 
rative. 

Our watch, as I have stated, was kept during the night 
upon the house-tops and in the streets of the city. The 
sounds of rejoicing, mingled, as they had been, with the la- 
mentations of the bereaved, had gradually subsided, and 
silence once more rested upon the earth. The night wore 
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tediously away, but, as the dawn approached, our ears were 
startled whh the report of a volley of musketry in the direc- 
tion of the scene of yesterday's slaughter. This was instantly 
followed by the sound of human voices, so terribly mournful 
and so shrill, that the blood grew cold, and the hair of the 
listeners seemed to move as with animation. Next came, 
over the stillness of the hour, the confused shout, the clash 
of swords, the rattle of firearms, and again the certain con- 
viction that the battle had been renewed. The alarm was 
given ; the city was immediately in commotion, and, as the 
light of the morning came on, we saw once more the place 
of the contending hosts in the distance marked by the smoke 
that rolled in curling volumes up from the scene of their fury. 

The battle was, indeed, raging with all the ferocity that 
had attended the conflict of the day before ; and at sunrise, 
the particulars of the onslaught were brought to the city. We 
were informed that Dasa, having supposed the rout of Qui- 
roga's force to be complete, had, on the evening before, drawn 
his force a short distance from the battle-ground into a hol- 
low, and thore, after posting a simple guard, encamped (with^ 
out tents) for the night. The dead were still on the field, 
the wounded had been removed to the city, and, weary with 
the labors of the battle, the whole camp, not exceptmg the 
guard, were soon lost in a criminal and profound sleep. Qui- 
roga had, in the mean time, collected his scattered bands, 
and cautiously arranging them at the most commanding points 
on Che margin of the hollow, poured a tremendous volley of 
musketry into the mass of sleeping men ! Between two and 
three hundred were thus, in one moment, murdered by this 
cold-blooded wretch ! The living sprang to their feet, and, 
without order, dashed up the slope among their assailants, 
fighting on all sides, hand to hand, until about ten o'clock in 
the forenoon, when the monster's force was again broken, and 
completely derouted. 

In this and the previous engagement, seventeen hundred 
18 
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men were left dead on the field, and seven hundbEed oi Qui* 
roga's troops, ^eluding a large number of officers, were takMi 
prisoners. 

At the close of the battle the citizens docked by huodreds 
to the spot, and, in company with several others, myselL 
We found Dasa (who had this time ordered a pursuit) and 
most of his officers in a state of high excitement, on accoant 
of the villanous treachery of the surprise. Some of Dasa's 
own relations had fallen victims to that dreadful volley, and 
he had actually declared his intention to shoot every prisoner 
that should fall into his hands. So horrible a proposition I 
could not believe had been named, but I soon found that it 
was too true. With Dasa I had but slight acquaintance, and 
Paz had returned again to the city ; yet I determined to use 
every effort in iny power to prevent the accomplishment of 
so fearfhl an act*of retribution. After much persuasion with 
some of his officers, who seemed unanimoudy to concur wiUi 
their leader in his determination, myself, in company with 
three or four of those who had accompanied me to the scene, 
sought the commander. We found him disguised with blood 
and dust, and with a scowl of determinate vengeance fixed 
upon his features. After some words relative to the victory, 
we alluded to, and most respectfully urged him to counter* 
mand his order for the. disposition of the prisoners. Wiping 
the sweat from his brow, and pointing to the scene of the 
morning's massacre, he said — 

" Senores, had you felt that shock as I did, you would dp 
as I have done. It was a damnable murder!" 

We reasoned with him on the score of mercy and digni^ ; 
every thing that we thought calculated to move him. His 
officers stood around, and encouraged him in his resolution; 
and he would not be moved, until at length I said to him — 

" General, we have had one wholesale murder already-^ 
let us not commit another ; that would place us upon a foot- 
ing with Quiroga. These men, general, will make good sol- 
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diers, bot wlmt I most wish to say oi tbem is, they are inno- 

*' Innocent !" he exclaimed. 

« Innocent, general. They are but the creatures of their 
master, and in performing that horrible act they did but obey 
his orders." 

This seemed to shed a new light upon his mind. He wa- 
vered in his determination, and finally consented that the 
officers and one in every five of the men only should suffer 
death. 

In accordance with this last arrangement, the prisoners 
were formed in single successive ranks, the officers not in- 
chided. A sergeant was tl^n sent, counting from right to 
left of each rank, and as he came to each fifth man, ordered 
him to step two paces from and in front of the line. This 
done, the men so brought out, to the number of about one 
hundred and twenty, were marched to the right, and with 
some fifteen officers immediately shot ; — a butchery, suffi- 
cient, it would seem, to satiate the most blood-thirsty pro- 
pensity. 

The battle* over, and Quiroga's forces thoroughly beaten, 
the remnant of our victorious army entered the city amid the 
most discordant scene of mingled joy and sorrow. The pub- 
lic pulse beat high with acclamation, while thousands of 
hearts were sinking with the heaviness of grief beneath the 
weight of their private afflictions. Externally all was re- 
joicing and gladness ; but behind the curtain of this public 
demonstraticm, in the hospitals and in the dwellings, the tears 
of parents, brothers, sbters, wives, and children, were poured 
copiously upon the altar of domestic afiection. As the army 
entered, the people who lined the streets through which they 
were to pass, received them with vociferous cheers and plau- 
dits. Among the troops appeared the corps of blacks, who 
had fought fearlessly and desperately during both engage- 
ments ; their eyes still red and bloodshot from the ejffects of 
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tbeir fury, and their white teeth gltsteniiig in contrast, as 
they grinned a response to the successive cheers of the mul- 
titude, presented an appearance that was truly hideous. 

Quiroga had made arrangements with his troops to ren- 
dezvous, in case of defeat, upon the plains of Rioja, in the 
province of Catamarca ; and to that point he hastened, 
swearing at every post on the way, that he would in two 
months return with a power that should crush his enemy, and 
annihilate every thing that was in the remotest manner at- 
tached to his interests. Paz knew his man, and prepared 
accordingly for a vigorous defence. He knew that Quiroga 
possessed all the evil traits of his master, Rosas, save that of 
cowardice. He knew him to he ferocious, implacable, and 
bloody ; but he knew also that he was as fearless and impet- 
uous as the whirlwind ; and he set to work, therefore, with re* 
newed exertion, in preparation to meet an emergency that 
should, once for all, settle the destinies of his distracted 
country. Recruiting, calling in forces from the nearest pro- 
vinces, and a rigid course of martial discipline, occupied his 
attention ; and in a few months, true to his threat, and con- 
fident in his power, Quiroga sent information that he was 
coming, and coolly advised Paz to be ready to meet him. 

By means of scouts, the direction of his march was so<m 
learned, and Paz, in order that the scene of blood should be 
farther removed from the city, left a small force, and advanced 
with his main body to meet the approaching army. His 
march had been continued to a distance of about twenty 
leagues, when, at nightfall, the enemy came in sight, and 
each party encamped, ostensibly for the night, at a distance 
of not more than half a league from each other. The camp- 
fires of each were in full view of the other ; and Paz, con- 
ceiving this an excellent opportunity for a surprise, cautious- 
ly advanced at about midnight with a strong body of his army, 
including the artillery, until almost upon the enemy's pickets. 
From his position he could distinctly perceive the figures of 
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men and horses moying about among the camp-fires; and 
liaring arranged every thing to his satisfaction, without any 
appearance of alarm on the part of his enemy, he opened 
his battery directly upon the encampment of Quiroga. Ex* 
pecting a sortie to follow his first fire, he had planned every 
thing to meet it ; but, to his astonishment, although much com- 
motion was visible in the camp, the men riding rapidly hither 
and thither, no sortie was made, and his fire was but feebly 
returned. Uncertain of the cause of this, and fearful of be- 
ing hemmed in by a fiank movement in the dark, he did not 
venture upon a charge, but continued to throw in his shot un- 
til daylight, when, the whole truth was revealed to him with 
a shock as though a thunderbolt had fallen at his side. His 
whole effort had been wasted upon a small band of men, and 
a few horses, while Quiroga, by a master-stroke of trickery, 
had, with his whole body, attained the rear of Paz's army, 
and was then, with about ten hours' start, on his way to Cor- 
dova. We will now leave Gov. Paz, in the midst of his 
confusion and perplexity, and follow Quiroga to the city. 

By a rapid march he reached Cordova before sunrise, and 
was seen at a distance by the people, who supposed it to be 
our own troops. Every avenue to the city had been strongly 
barricaded, and as soon as it was ascertained that, instead of 
our own, the enemy's troops were advancing, every man was 
turned out, determined to resist, under a belief that it was 
only a detachment, instead of the main body of his army. 
The guard left by Paz, amounting to about three hundred 
men, aided by the citizens and barricades, kept Quiroga and 
his force at bay for about three hours ; when he sent in a flag 
of truce, saying that he had a force of four thousand men, 
that Paz had been beaten, and that imless the city was im- 
mediately surrendered, he would take it by storm and give no 
quarter. Believing, under these circumstances, that resist- 
ance was hopeless, it was abandoned. Quiroga marched in, 
disarmed the troops, and such of the citizens as he had time 

18* 
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to arrest) liberated the prisoners from the cavildo, aod thei^ 
leaving a regiment on guard, marched hastily out to meet and 
anticipate the return of Paz, as it was only by defeating him 
that he could maintain his present advantage. 

In the mean time Gov. Paz, on discovering the trick that 
had been played upon him, was uncertain what course Qui^ 
roga had pursued, and consequently knew not which way to 
turn. Supposing at first that he had, under cover of the 
night, secreted himself in a small range of hills that lay upon 
his right, he moved in that direction ; but not finding any trace 
of his army there, he determined that he must have moved oa 
to the city, and forthwith commenced his march in rapid pur^ 
suit. Arrived near the Lagona Lago^ the enemy was discov- 
ered drawn up at that place ; and now he was more unde^ 
cided than ever. Uncertain, yet fearing that Quiroga had 
already taken possession of the city, and anxious to be there 
to defend it in case he had not, at the same time unwilling to 
return without an effort to destroy his enemy, the mind of 
Gov. Paz was in a perfect chaos. He called a council of his 
officers, and, worn out as they were by their activity during the 
night before, it was almost junaniraously recommended that 
they should avoid a battle, and return to the city with the best 
speed in their power. Among the officers present was Col. 
Bedoya, the man who brought to my prison the terms of my 
release. This man was not in the regular ser^uce, but had 
gone out with Paz in the character of a volunteer ; and when 
the proposition to retreat was made, he begged that they 
would not commit an act so disgraceful, and thus throw away 
the last auspicious moment for the liberation of the republic. 
He was told saucily by some of the officers, that he had 
nothing to say about it, that he was not an officer in the ser- 
vice, and that the general wanted none of his advice ; but, 
regardless of all this, he forced himself into the presence of 
Paz, and then besought and implored him not to think of 
such a thing as retreat. " Strike him at once, general !" b^ 
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exclaimed ; '* this is a moment sent to us by Heaven, to lib- 
erate our country : if you let it pass, our troops will be dis- 
heartened, the confidence of our people will be shaken, and 
all will be lost forever." 

Paz was overcome with his arguments, and resolved to 
ight ; and to Col. Bedoya belonged the credit of that event- 
ful blow. The battle was fought, Quiroga's force was com- 
pletely cut to pieces, hopelessly and forever. The command- 
er escaped with about fiHy men, and Paz, instead of following 
his success, returned once more to Cordova, to sicken on the 
adulations of the people. He was again received with 
denaonstrations of public rejoicing, amid fbteSf display, and 
flattery ; and, in the luxurious lap of praise, forgot that the 
destinies of the republic hung upon his energy. Rosas, on 
learning the defeat of Quiroga, expected the conqueror in his 
power at Buenos Ayres, and trembled ; — Lopez, of Santa F6, 
was ready to fall upon his knees before him ;* — the Unita- 
rians upon the frontier sent up their vivas of rejoicing, and 
looked with straining eyes for his approach ; btit, alas ! they 
looked in vain. So intense was my anxiety in this event, 
that, laying aside all my personal feeling, and forgetful of my 
neutrality, I saw the governor, and begged of him to advance 
and secure his advantage. " One blow more, senor," said I, 
" and all is safe." In this I was seconded by others, who, 

* In illustration of the terror of this man Lopez, it is well to state that 
an English gentleman, residing at Cordova, and who afterwards gave 
this information to the narrator, having occasion to visit Santa F^ soon after 
the defeat of Qnhroga, met and conversed with Grovernor Lopez, whom he 
found in momentary expectation of seeing the army of Paz in his own 
province. On learning that this gentleman had just come from Cordova, 
Lopez, in all the eagerness and excitement of fear, inquired — 

" Senor ! senor ! where is Governor Paz ? Is he approaching ? Is he 
near V 

" Grovemor Paz," replied the gentleman, " is now in Cordova." 

" In Cordova !" exclaimed Lopez, raising his eyes and hands towards 
heaven, ** Gracias a Dios r (Thank God.) 
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like myself, saw the importance of speedy and decisive ac- 
tion ; but our effort was unavailing ; he refused to be moTed. 

Quiroga, on his defeat, fled with precipitation towards the 
hills of Altagarcia, in the direction of Buenos Ajnres, expect- 
ing, at every moment, to see Paz upon his track. Here he 
concealed himself for a few days, and finding that his enemy 
made no movement towards the frontier, sent such informa- 
tion to Rosas, and stated also that he was himself coming (as 
all hope of again recruiting was lost) to take refuge in the 
city. 

Immediately on learning that Paz was not approaching, 
and that Quiroga himself was coming to Buenos Ayres, with 
a corporal's guard, composed of the few officers and men who 
had made good their escape with him, Rosas began to feel 
new life and }iope, and forthwith set to work a scheme that 
should turn his defeat to the best advantage, and, if possible, 
set the current of popular demonstration and rejoicing towards 
himself. With this view, after sending couriers to inform 
Quiroga, he issued a proclamation reversing the character of 
the information received from the interior, and boldly announ- 
cing that the Unitarian Paz had been overthrown by " the 
brave General Quiroga," who was at that moment approach- 
ing the city to make his triumphal announcement in person. 
In the same proclamation he directed a universal preparation 
for the festivity of the conqueror's approach ; and, in con- 
formity therewith, the arrangements were made upon a most 
extensive and gaudy scale. On the day fixed for his en- 
trance, the city was covered with flags, the vessels in the 
harbor were decorated, triumphal arches were built, covered 
with wreaths of flowers, and, to crown all, the road through 
which the heartless refugee was to pass, was, by Rosas' or- 
ders, swept from the city to the village of Sancasa de Flores, 
a distance of three miles, decorated throughout the whole 
distance with flags, flowers, and arches, and lined on either 
side with thousands of the populace ! A triumphal car, gayly 
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decorated, had been prepared for Quiroga, and sent ont to the 
Tillage, and at this place, attended by his suite of officers, 
among whom were Ortis and Aldao, and under an escort from 
the city, his entrcmce commenced, and was continued to the 
city, amid the shouts and vivas of a miserable and deluded 
populace. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

PiOTmeial Congreae holden at Cordova — ^Declaratioii agaimt Rosas, and 
Notice to Foreign M inistera at Buenos Ayrea — Expedition from Baenos 
Ayres and Santa F^, against the Provinces of the Interior— Capture of 
Gov. Paz — Flight of La Madri — Surrender of Cordova — Downfall of 
the Unitarians — Don Pablo Latorie — Gov. Ranafe — Success of Quiro- 
ga in the West — His Battle with La Madri, and Cruelty at Tncu- 
man. 

Nearly all the provinces of the republic had, prior to this, 
been constrained to concentrate in Rosas, apart from his su- 
preme control of the confederacy, the sole right to treat with 
foreign powers ; but immediately after the defeat of Quiroga, 
at the Lagona Lago, all these provinces, including Tucuman 
and Salta, renounced the authority of the dictator, and de- 
clared for the principles of the Unitarian party. A liberal 
system of republican government was fully established ; but 
it was only internal, and could not be made available in an in- 
ternational point of view. Buenos Ayres and Santa Fe, the 
two seaboard provinces, were still under the management of 
Rosas, and consequently no policy beyond that of an internal 
nature could be carried out. The provinces were like a na- 
tion shut from the whole world by the intervention of an 
enemy who held his position ; and although a little more en- 
ergy on the part of Gov. Paz would have easily broken down 
the barrier, that energy was not put in requisition, and the 
result was as has been stated. The people at length began 
to feel the position of political impotence in which they were 
thus placed. Their trade was crippled ; their resources in a 
measure cut oJfT; and in consideration of these difficulUes, 
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and as one step towards remedying the evil, one of the first 
acts of the congress, or convention of delegates from all the 
provinces, assembled at Cordova by the request of Gov. Paz, 
was to annul the power heretofore assumed by Rosas, and to 
notify the Several foreign ministers that no treaty wiiich they 
might make with Rosas, would be acknowledged beyond the 
limits of the province under his immediate government. This 
announcement was made several months after the battle of 
the Lagona ; and during this time, while the country remained 
in a state of comparative tranquillity, Quiroga was giving his 
time to gambling and dissipation at Buenos Ayres. On the 
receipt of this information from the interior, however, Rosas 
perceived that it was time to look about him. The acts of 
the convention had placed the representatives of foreign 
powers in such a position that they knew not how to act : 
Rosas discovered that he was the governor of a single pro* 
vince, instead of the dictator of a great nation ; and, in a 
word, the entire affairs of state, so far as he was concerned, 
came suddenly to a dead stand. 

In this dilemma he dispatched a messenger to his right 
hand man. Gov. Lopez, urging upon him the importance of 
activity and union ; and both forthwith set to work recruiting 
their armies, and paying the expense from the pockets or ef- 
fects of the Unitarians who fell within their reach. Many a 
poor fellow, already suffering from enormous and unequal 
taxation, was now totally ruined, his furniture and effects 
confiscated, and he turned penniless upon the world ; this, 
too, for opinion's sake, in a country professedly republican in 
its politics. 

After great effort, they finally raised a combined force of 
eight thousand and five hundred men, who were soon well 
equipped and mounted. With this force it was determined 
that the country should be swept from Buenos A3nres to Salta, 
and every vestige of resistance subdued, every spark of in- 
dependence quenched in the blood of the people ;! As it was 
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arranged that the army should move ia three separate divi- 
sions, the services of Gen^ Yieamont were called into opera- 
tion. Gov. Lopez had arrived at Buenos Ayres, and between 
the three great men of the day, viz., Rosas, Quiroga, and 
Lopez, the campaign was arranged precisely in the fc^owing 
manner. 

As it was well understood that Gov. Paz wiuild^ in an 
emergency, weaken the western proviaces by a concentration 
of his forces at Cordova, it was determined that Quiroga, 
with a division of one thousand five hundred men, should pass 
by the way of Rio Quarto, into the provinces of Mendoza, 
San Juan, and Catamarca, (a region of country with which 
he was well acquainted,) against Pedrenerez. Yieamont was 
to con^mand the main body, consisting of four thousand men, 
and Lopez the advance-guard of three thousand, to act in 
concert with Yieamont, and move over the pampas direct to 
Cordova ; Rosas cautiously remaining at Buenos Ayres^ the 
better to be out of harm's way. 

These preparations soon became known at Cordova, and 
the people began to murmur that Paz had remained so long 
supine as to allow an enemy already in his power to assume 
the offensive. The loss of his advantage was now sensibly 
and severely felt by all, not excepting himself ; and with his 
usual activity in preparing for an emergency, (however pas- 
sive he might be when the emergency was over,) he com- 
menced preparation for the one which seemed to be now ap- 
proaching. Gathering his forces into Cordova, under the 
belief that that city would be the first point of attack, he soon 
had in the field an army of ^ve thousand men, well appoint- 
ed in every respect, and on which he confidently relied for 
success in the coming struggle. 

Agreeably to the plan as arranged, the campaign com- 
menced ; Quiroga passing by the way of Rio Quarto towards 
the western provinces, and Lopez, with Yieamont, moving 
from Santa F€ over the pampas towards Cordova. This was 
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BO sooner known^ than Grov. Paz set out with his army to- 
wards Santa F6, intending to meet and give battle succes- 
sirely to Lopez of the advance, and Yieatnont, with his main 
iKidy of the tyrant's army ; and here occurred one of those 
i&cidents which, though tri^ng in themselves, sometimes 
give tone and direction to the most important affairs, even to 
the destinies of a nation. 

Qov. Paz had been three or four days on his march, when, 
halting at evening, he rode forward, accompanied with only 
two officers, in search of a suitable place for encampment ; 
and when at the distance of a mile from his own troops, he 
encountered a scout of some five or six men from the ene- 
my's body. To avoid a capture was naturally the first thought 
of the weaker party, and the whole turned to escape, wj^en 
a ball-lasso,* from their pursuers, broke a leg of the gover- 
nor's horse, and felled both horse and rider to the ground. 
In an instant they were upon him ; and his companions, ex- 
claiming, " The general is taken !" made good their retreat, 
and returned with the news to their own army. 

The consequence of this announcement was that of almost 
universal consternation, and La Madri, the second in com- 
mand, who, though actually a brave man, was, by this occur- 
rence, frightened almost out of his senses, ordered an imme- 
diate retreat, and hastily fell back upon Cordova, where he 
was received with shouts of contempt. His first step was to 
raise a forced loan, and his next to move oJfT with his army 
foT Tucuman, against all the entreaties and protestations of 
the citizens. He was told that the city was not only well 
armed, and qualified with the assistance of the army to resist 

* The ball-lsuno is made by affixing an iron ball, weighing about five 
pounds, to each end of a hide thong, about one yard in length. The man- 
ner of using it, is by holding one ball in the hand, and whirling the other 
in the air until it acquires a powerful impetus ; the whole is then let go, and 
flies with a rotary motion towards its object. When wielded by a skilful 
band, it is a most dangerous missive. 

J9 
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any power that Rpsas could send against it, but that the peo- 
ple, almost to a man, stood ready to join with the army in 
repelling their invaders. All would not do ; a kind of pro- 
phetic consternation had taken possessicm of his faculties, and 
regardless of all protestations, he fled, taking with him the 
entire army of the province. 

A public meeting was now held, whereat it was resolved, 
that the citizens would never listen to an unconditional sur- 
render, but would fight to the last drop of their blood in de- 
fence of their rights and their homes. They were well 
armed, but the city had been so drained of its manual re- 
sources, that only about four hundred able-bodied men could 
be mustered for the occasion. These at once entered upon 
a system of defence, by organizing a sort of regiment, and 
were encouraged by the energy displayed by the governor 
ffo tem,y Don Mariano Fragaro, brother to the secretary of 
whom I have before spoken. This man, in addressing the 
citizen soldiers, said, " My friends, we will defend our own 
firesides ! If the jackets (soldiers) run away, the coats (citi- 
zens) will not. Be brave ! be firm !" 

Perhaps no better evidence can be given of the attachment 
of the people to the principles of the Unitarian party, and of 
their opposition to the dictation of a single man, than is here 
shown in their patriotic and resolute stand, when left to their 
own resources, alike unawed and unaided by the presence 
of a military power. As before stated, the city of Cordova 
was one of the most wealthy in the republic ; it had now be- 
come one of the most intelligent also, and its enlightening 
influences were felt throughout the province. Her peofde 
had for a time tasted the sweets of true liberty, and had lived 
for a like period under a government of law and order. They 
now began to realize their change of political existence, and 
to comprehend the true intent and meaning of theNvords 
" Civil Liberty:' They felt, for the first, like freemen ; 
hence their determined position against a power which they 
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knew was levelled at the very life of that which they valued 
above their own existence ; hence, for the first, they were 
not prepared to cry viva to a conqueror merely because of 
his military prowess. 

. liOpez soon approached, and set down within about a quar- 
ter of a mile from the city. From his position he sent in a 
£Bg demanding a surrender ; in reply to which he was told 
that the city would not surrender except by stipulation. He 
then ordered that the governor should come to his camp, and 
Fragaro, in compliance, rode out in his own carriage, without 
guard or escort. 

The result of their interview was, that the arms of the city 
should be surrendered upon a stipulation that the lives and 
property of the citizens should be respected ; but this was 
no sooner known than the best arms in the place were con- 
cealed, by their owners, in vaults, sinks, and other hiding- 
jdaces, while the old and useless were left exposed for our 
invaders. The army then entered the town, but not without 
apprehension of a trap ; not fully believing that our military 
protection had been withdrawn, the men marched in, evi- 
dently under a feeling of distrust and fear ; 'and it was not 
until fairly convinced of the defenceless condition. of the peo- 
ple, that they seemed to feel at ease, which was finally evinced 
by exhibitions of a predatory character, such as breaking into 
the houses, robbing and abusing the citizens, and a general 
course of lawlessness and riot. 

These things were marked and noted as the men moved 
step by step in their acts of violence, until, having at length 
reached a point beyond endurance, the cry, " To the rescue," 
was raised ; the town was in commotion, and Lopez, be- 
coming alarmed, called off his hounds, and removed to a short 
distance from the city, leaving only a battalion as a guard. 
From his new position he began, after two or three days, 
levying a heavy contribution of money and property upon the 
citizens. Those who had money met his demands in that 
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shape, while those who had none were despoiled of their • 
effects, and made homeless. Misery took the place of hap- 
piness and content ; and our late peaceful and orderly town 
was converted into a scene of rabble and confusion. 

The news of our reverse flew like wildfire throughout 
the provinces, carrying consternation wherever it went, and 
preparing the pubtic mind for the successful advance of Qui- 
roga, who, with little opposition, except at Mendoza, where 
he was met by Pedrenerez, subdued, successively, that prov- 
ince, San Juan, and Rioja. La Madri ensconced himself 
behind the citadel of Tucuman, and there awaited the storm 
that he knew must eventually overwhelm him. 

Passing one day through the streets of Cordova, my mind 
embittered with the excesses of the soldiery, and the heart- 
less exactions of Lopez, I met, to my surprise, my former 
friend Don Pablo Latori€, whom I had known years before 
at Salta. He approached me with a smile of recognition, 
and, according to custom, cordially embraced me. He told 
me that he was attached to the advance-guard o£ Lopez, and 
by conversation, I soon became satisfied, that, if not indeed 
the ruling spirit of that portion of the army, he was at least 
one of great influence. I invited him to my house, and, the 
invitation being accepted, we soon were seated together over 
a cheerful cup of mat^. 1 inquired of his family ; talked of 
old associations, of the affairs of the republic, and finally of 
the excesses and exactions that had been committed and im- 
posed upon the people of Ck>rdova by the present authorities, 
and urged him, as a friend and a man, to use his influence to 
stay them for the future. His answer was indeed that of a 
friend and a man ; and, in the keeping of his promise, I be- 
came afterwards more fully convinced of the influential posi- 
tion which he seemed to occupy. 

" My friend," said he, " I would do much to serve jrou, 
and you may be assured that this simple request shall be 
granted." 
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On the following day an order was issued, imposing a more 
orderly and respectful demeanor on the part of the soldiers, 
and I had the happiness to feel that I had heen indirectly^ 
and through my friend, the source of much good to our 
people. 

From this time Don Pablo became a constant visitor at my 
house, and finally, at my solicitation, made it his temporary 
residence. His confidence led me directly into all the se- 
cret plans and arrangements of Lopez ; and, on one occaston, 
he said — 

" I will tell you to-morrow who is to be made governor." 

Accordingly, on- the next day, he brought to the house a 
tall, country-looking, ill-dressed personage, whom he very 
formally introduced to me as Don Jos6 Vicente Ranafe, 
*♦ who," said he, " I am happy to inform you, has been se- 
lected as the future governor of Cordova." 

If the intended governor of Cordova had possessed the 
slightest power of perception, he would have read in my 
looks the effect which this announcement had upon my mind ; 
because, with the contempt inspired by the idea that the gov- 
ernment of that noble city and province was to be placed in 
the hands of an ignoramus, as he evidently was, I expe- 
rienced an involuntary contraction of the brow, and my lip« 
were compressed. This, however, passed in a moment, and 
the embryo governor was welcomed to my house. 

We soon became better acquainted, and before parting I 
came to the conclusion that the appointment might not be so 
bad a one, after all, as I had imagined ; for although I found 
him, as I had anticipated, ignorant of the first principles of 
government, he had evidently a good heart, was no fool, and 
might, as I believed, be induced, by good counsel, to be a 
friend to, instead of an oppressor of the people. So I said to 
myself, " It is better even to have this man, with all his igno- 
rance, than a learned and accomplished t3nrant ;" and we 
finally parted on much better terms than those on which we 
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had met. In a few days after he was proclaimed from the 
Cavildo, with all the formality of SHch an occasion, governor 
pro tern, of the province*. 

When Gren. Vieamont heard of the success of Lopez at 
Cordova, he halted in his position, a distance of some fif\eea 
or twenty leagues from the city, and awaited the further or- 
der of Rosas. The dictator, feeling always insecure without 
an army about him, no sooner learned of the progress of Qui- 
roga, and the subjection of Cordova, than he ordered the 
immediate return of Vieamont to Buenos Ayres, leaving L#o- 
pez still at Cordova ; but on the induction of Ranafe as gov- 
ernor, he also departed for Santa Fl. This done, Ranafe 
assembled the delegates of the province, who had already 
been selected by Lopez, at Cordova. They met at the Ca- 
vildo, and without a dissenting voice elected Ranafe the 
bona fide govenior of the province. 

Latori6 (who still remained) and myself were frequently 
in his company, and often his closet companions. The gov- 
ernor was quite fond of a glass of gin ; and under its influ- 
ence, he would unhesitatingly yield to my advice, and relate 
his affairs. From his own lips, I learned that his father was 
an Irishmap, who had come to the country in the capacity of 
a sergeant, under Whitelock. ' His paternal name was Ra- 
naf, but it had been adapted, by his father, to the language of 
the country by the additional e. He was himself a native of 
the province of Cordova ; and had three brothers living, all 
natives like himself. He did not hesitate to acknowledge his 
ignorance, and frequently asked for counsel in the public 
course that he was called upon to pursue. In reply to in- 
quiries of this nature, he was told that the course which he 
should pursue was simple and plain. The difficulties that I 
had myself encountered, and the sufferings that I had wit- 
nessed, through the mal-administration of the governors of 
the various provinces with which I had from time to time 
been called upon to deal, had perhaps in a mannex fitted me 
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to become the instrumeDt of good to others in this instance. 
I had seen the rocks which lay concealed in the current of 
provincial government, and upon which the happiness of the 
people had often been wrecked ; and I felt an instinctive de- 
light in the opportunity of placing before this new navigator, 
the chart which, if followed by him, must lead to the happi- 
est results. He was accordingly told that his first step must 
be directed to the object of gaining the good-will and confi- 
dence of the people. 

** And how is this to be done ?" he inquired. 

'^ By a mild and manly adminbtration of your public duties, 
senor," I replied. " Follow not the course of those men who 
have washed their hands in the blood of innocence ; give 
every man, whatever may be his crime, a patient and thorough 
hearing ; take no life for mere opinion's sake ; do not distress 
your people with unnecessary taxation, or forced loans ; es- 
tablish order, that all may feel secure ; pro^ct the citizens in 
their lawful rights and occupations, and they will learn not 
only to respect but to love you." 

" It is my wish," said he, " to do all this.^' 

** You may do it, senor, without trouble ; and this once ac- 
complished, observe the result that must follow, not only to 
yourself and the people at large, but to your family. You 
have three brothers, natives, like yourself, of Cordova ; it is in 
your power to give a lasting glory to your name, and by win- 
ning the public esteem, to establish your brothers in the road 
to fortune and honor." 

Such was the character of our little tertulias ; and I was 
soon gratified to perceive that they were not without a bene- 
ficial effect upon the private, as well as the public afiairs of 
the citizens ; Ranafe grew popular, and won from the people 
that respect for his goodness of heart which he had not the 
talent nor the judgment to command. 

Having subdued the various western provinces on his route 
northward, Quiroga next turned his attention towards Tucu- 



224 CIVIL WARS OF 

man ; the last and only hold of the Unitarians. The an- 
nouncement of his approach, which had been for some time 
anticipated and dreaded, threw terror among the inhabitants 
of the city, as it was to that point that he would necessanly 
direct his power ; and many, who were so circumstanced as 
to be able to do so, fled, and took refuge in the various villas 
and hamlets. 

La Madri, completely hemmed in on all sides by the ene- 
my, was compelled to fight, and accordingly prepared him- 
self to the best advantage. 

A singular feature in the warfare of the provinces was 
here strongly illustrated. I allude to the fact that where two 
bodies of men of opposing armies come in contact, such a 
thing as capitulation without a fight is seldom thought of, no 
matter what may be the disparity of numbers or position. 
The position of La Madri was isolated in every respect ; he 
was cut off not only from succor, but from all hope of suc- 
cor ; he knew that he was the last Unitarian in the field, and 
that the power of Quiroga was at least treble his own ; still, 
although he had fied from the enemy at Cordova, and refused 
either to fight or capitulate, he was now at his last stand, and 
determined to fight it out. Quiroga met him at the citadel, 
where a bloody engagement was had ; but the force of Madri 
was so overwhelmed with numbers, that the garrison at last 
gave way and fled to the town. There the contest was re- 
newed with vigor and desperation, but all their efhrts at de- 
fence were useless ; the hordes of Quiroga were powerful, 
and having tasted blood, seemed more furious than ever ; the 
squadrons of the last Unitarian commander were broken, and 
driven from the city, perfectly derouted ; and their leader, 
with such of his force as escaped, fled in small bands through 
by-ways across the province of Salta, and thence escaped 
into Bolivia. 

Quiroga, exasperated with the resistance that he had met, 
commenced at once upon the Unitarian inhabitants a series 
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of the vilest barbarities. About five hundred of his prisoners 
-were shot after the battle ; the houses of the people were 
plundered, their property destroyed, their women compelled 
to relinquish their jewels, ornaments, and clothing, and they 
themselves in many instances given, on pain of death, to the 
licentious soldiery. 

Thus was the last spark of freedom in the republic effect- 
ually put out — a freedom which, but a few months before, 
had defied oppression, and bearded the tyrant in his den : 
not a vestige now remained, to tell of her recent greatness ; 
not a spot that she could call her own ; her firm but impru- 
dent champion a prisoner, her sons subdued, her hopes lost, 
and her peaceful promises of a glorious future all absorbed in 
the wild v<»tez of a ^ngle grasping ambition ! 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Sapremacy oi Rosas — Murder of Quiioga sad Ortis — ^Policy of Rosas- 
Death of Gov. Lope2*-Di8a£fectiou of the People of Rioja — Ranafe 
deposed by the Cordovese — Governor Rodriguez — Arrest of Ranafe 
and his Brothers — Their Execution at Buenos Ayres — Execution of 
Rodriguez — Grov. Don Manuel Lopez. 

The subjugation of the provinces being now comj^ete, and 
the demon of civil war having glutted himself to satiety, Qui- 
roga, having no more blood*scenes immediately on the tapis, 
began casting about in his mind the important and conspicu- 
ous part that he had played in the dark drama of the past, 
and very naturally concluded that he was at least as great a 
man as any other in the republic. He could not resist a 
growing impression, which forced itself upon his mind, that 
he had been the main spoke in the wheel of the counter- 
revolution, and that the important services which he had 
rendered entitled him as much to the gratitude of the peo^^e, 
and established for him a claim to their confidence and sup- 
port not surpassed by that even of the man who had sat qui- 
etly at Buenos Ayres, and left him to fight all the battles. 
These considerations gradually fired his mind, and filled his 
breast with thoughts of coming greatness. He fully believed 
himself as well qualified for the responsible office of dictator 
as Rosas ; and certainly, none will deny that his claims upon 
the people were quite as well founded as those of his illus- 
trious friend. Under these circumstances he set to work upon 
what was to him an entire new theory in politics. He be- 
gan to talk to the people about a national constitution, and a 
system of free representation ; and, after some time devoted 
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t^ this Stroke of poliey, for the purpose of gaining their con- 
fidence, he set out for Buenos Ayres, with the avowed object 
of broaching the subject to Rosas in person, and to use his 
best infiuence in bringing about so desirable a result. 

The active mind of the general was not, however, more 
rapid in conception than was that of the master-spirit of the 
day. Rosas no sooner found himself supreme in his power, 
than, like his kindred spirit Richard the Third, he saw *< two 
spiders crawling in, his path," and he could not feel content 
until some friendly foot should crush them ; — Quiroga and 
Lopez had finished their work to his satisfaction, and his 
keenest powers of perception could discover no further pos- 
sible utility in their existence. 

Our new governor Ranafe was taken with surprise at the 
many protestations and demonstrations of friendship which 
he received from the dictator. Congratulations, presents, in- 
structions, and arms, came so rapidly and confusedly in suc- 
cession, that the brain of the peaceable functionary was set 
in a complete whirl of wonder. 

Quiroga, prior to his departure for Buenos Ayres, had set 
up his own governors in several of the provinces, and among 
the rest my friend and companion Latori6 was called to the 
provinces of Salta. This gave me pleasure, although I re- 
gretted parting with him, for Latori^ was a good and wortiiy 
man, and such a one as would govern the province with dis- 
cretion. 

About this time Grov. Lopez lost his health ; so that, on 
the arrival of Quiroga at Buenos Ayres, where he went in 
magnificent state, and in a like state was received, Lopez 
was uns^le to attend their conferences* Rosas and Quiroga, 
therefore, who had now become the only two men in the 
coimtry, held their interviews without the assistance of a 
third party. Quiroga spoke, and Rosas listened. The one, 
it was said, reconmiended a ccmstitution and laws ; the other 
acquiesced, the better to conceal his true meaning, while at 
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tbe aaine tirae the sabUety of the devil was wreathing itself 
about his heart. 

After several interviews, it was recommended by Rosas 
that Quiroga should, with a secretary, ride through the prov- 
inces, and ascertain the views of the people on this moment- 
ova subject, and, if found necessary, endeavor to mould their 
minds to a conviction of its importance ; so that, when all 
should be prepared, an election for representatives should be 
held for the purpose of establishing a constitutional govern- 
ment. To all this Quiroga eagerly consented, for in this he 
saw, or thought he saw, a direct medium through which his 
ambition might be gratified : supposing, of course, that in 
recommending and advocating so liberal a measure, he should 
gain, at the same tirae, the concurrence and confidence of 
&e people. 

The plan being arranged, Ortis,the former governor of San 
Luis, was recommended as the secretary for the occasion, 
and Quiroga, having made up his company, consisting of 
himself, Ortis, two aids-de-camp, four guardsmen on horse- 
back, and four postillions, set out in a superb carriage upon 
his tour. It is singular how people will surmise and talk ; 
but among those who knew all parties it was rumored that 
those composing this little cavalcade would never get beyond 
ihe province of Santa T6 ulive. The rumor was a mistaken 
one ; the company did pass safely through the province of 
Santa F6, and entered that of Cordova. Here, however, they 
were not so fortunate ; for as they approached the Villa Chanar, 
they were beset, and every soul murdered in a most brutal 
manner ! So careful were the murderers to avoid detection, 
that the horses, and even a small dog that was in the car* 
riage, shared in the carnage, and sufl'ered with their human 
companions. The body of Quiroga was found, pierced with 
one ball near the heart, and with some twenty poniard wounds 
inflicted upon it. Some of the party were found with their throats 
out, and all exhibited evidences of a most fearful butchery. 
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Tke news of this tragedy reached the city of Cordova 
soon after, but without producing the slightest aj^arent ex- 
citement, and, strange to say, no effort was made to discover 
the perpetrators. The bodies were brought on and interred 
by the government in a manner becoming ihe rank of the 
several deceased, and there the matter took leave of the pub- 
lic mind. Not so with Rosas ; like the artful Thane of 
Cavj^dor, he resolved to make his " griefis and clamor roar" 
updti the event, and forthwith issued proclamations offering 
immense rewards for the apprehension of the murderers. 
Even this, however, did not suffice to prove his earnest sor* 
row for the murder of his friend Quiroga. His griefs and 
clamor were not yet loud enough ; and, as if to make assu* 
ranee of his love still " doubly sure," a splendid funeral car 
was prepared and sent to Cordova, with a suitable retinue of 
priests and soldiers, to bring the remains of his lamented 
friend in state to the -capital. The body of Quiroga was ex- 
humed, and so conveyed to Buenos Ayres, where it was re* 
eeived with all the outward ceremonies of profound and 
earnest sorrow, amid the gorgeous solemmty of a combined 
martial and ecclesiastical display. The body was entombed* 
a splendid monument erected, and thus the farce was ended. 

Quiroga dead and buried, the thoughts of Rosas instinct*- 
ively turned towards his sick firiend of Santa F^, Govem<»r 
Lopez ; and so earnest was his solicitude for this man's 
health and welfare, that he actually sent a ph3rsician of his 
own choosing to attend him in his illness. But all would not 
do : Lopez grew worse and worse, and finally died, leaving 
none that could presume to question the authority, or divide 
the glories of the dictator. The ^' crawling spiders" were 
BOW effectually crushed. 

But, after all, the captain-general was not permitted to rest 
with the quiet that he had anticipated. The commission of 
one error, is but the sowing of ,seed for the growth of anoth- 
er ; and the man who builds upon so subtle a foundation, is 
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constantly liable to fall. The eyes of Argus will not suffice 
to reveal the points of danger that must encompass him ; and 
though he continue to pile error upon error, the foundation of 
his fabric must eventually give way, and whelm him with 
destruction. 

In the wild and mountainous province of Rioja, the birth- 
place of Quiroga, a feeling of sympathy for their stem gen- 
eral had naturally grown up among the kindred spirits of the 
region ; and after his murder, the murmurs of the people, as 
to the manner of his death, became distinctly audible. At first 
they knew not precisely where to fix their suspicions and 
complaints, but ere long they were turned towards Rosas as 
the instigator, and our own governor, Ranafe, as the instru- 
ment. Suspicion was rapidly succeeded by complaint, com- 
plaint by threats, and threats by a demonstration. The people 
of Rioja demanded the murderers, and swore to be revenged. 
That province was peopled with perhaps as rude and ungov*' 
emable a populace, as that of any province in the Argentine ; 
knowing little of, and caring less for, the etiquette of refined 
life — ^almost cut ofi* by the mountain ranges from the more 
enlightened of their own country, and governed almost solely 
by their own local and unrestrained impulses, they acknowl- 
edged no law but that which might be suggested by their own 
wrcmgs, real or imaginary, and knew no arbiter save that of 
physical power. The blood of their favorite general had 
been shed in the province of Cordova, and, right or wrong, to 
that province they looked for restitution ; some victims nnist 
be sacrificed to appease them, or the province should itself 
be held accountable. 

Visiting the governor often, I spoke of these matters, and 
the probability that trouble would grow out of them ; but he 
only shrugged his shoulders, and, with a smile of self-com- 
placency, said — 

'* There is no danger, they can do nothing." 

Soon after this I made a second visit to BueiK)8 Ayres, 
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when I learned ^t the murmurs of the peojde of Rioja had 
reached that place also, and that the whole family of the 
Ranafes were by some regarded with peculiar suspicion ; but 
nothing was said by these men, of the suspicion that had 
been attached to Rosas himself by the people of the interior, 
I saw that men were extremely cautious in expressing their 
thoughts respecting him in any shape, so great was the ter- 
ror with which he had inspired them ; but on one occasion I 
was accosted at the theatre by an officer of the government 
in a manner which revealed to me another stroke of bloody 
policy, to be enacted on the part of the dictator. This man, 
on addressing me, said — 

** How does your governor, Ranafe, and his brothers, feel 
in relation to the charge against them ?" 

" Really," I replied, " I cannot say as to their feelings ; 
they do not show any apprehension on the subject, how- 
ever." • 

" Well," said he, " if they think themselves secure, they 
are damnably mistaken ; it will not be many weeks before 
tihey hang in the market-place of Buenos Ayres !" 

This did not surprise me, though it caused a shudder to 
run through my frame. I knew Rosas too weU, to be 
surprised at any horror that he might contemplate enacting. 
His name had already been associated with the Ranafes, in 
the suspicion of the murder of Quiroga ; and what better 
means could he employ to satisfy the people of Rioja, and to 
prove his own innocence and love of justice, than by sacri- 
ficing those who had fallen under their suspicion ? Besides, 
it might have been that these very men were the only ones 
^ who knew of his participation in the crime. The murmurs 
had risen to complaints and threats, which had grown so loud 
as to jeopard his own safety ; something must therefore be 
done to appease their wrath, and whether the accused were 
guilty or innocent, was a matter of little consequence ; his 
oliject was not to punish the guilty, but to pacify an outraged 
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people ; and wherever their spleen had ^sdlen, there nrast 
the blow be struck. 

On my return to Cordova, Ranafe sent immediately an in- 
Titation to call on him, which was as promptly complied with. 
I found him in a state of some anxiety, for the people of his 
own province looked already upon him at least as a marked, 
if not a guilty man ; and as he had thus far been a minion of 
Rosas, there was a manifest disposition to leave him to man- 
age his own affairs, and get out of his troubles as he best 
might. I pitied him, because I believed, that although a tool 
of Rosas, he had in no direct manner participated in his 
crimes. At this interview he addressed me eagerly, say- 
ing— 

*' Colonel, how is it t I hear that I am suspected in Buenos 
Ayres — ^is it so ?" 

" It is so, indeed, seiior,'' I re{^ed ; " and your situaUon is 
a critical one." 

" But what have I to fear ? have I not power to defend 
myself ? Observe !" he continued, taking from his escritoire 
a paper scroll, and unrolling it upon the table — " here is a 
map of my province, and thus I have arranged my troops : 

at — there is a regiment of five hundred ; at there is 

a regiment of about seven hundred ; at — — I have placed 
one thousand ; and here, in Cordova, I have a solid force of 
two thousand good and faithful soldiers. Will not these suf- 
fice to defend us against all that may come ?" 

" You have a goodly number, governor," said I, " and well 
arranged ;" but I thought to mjrself, poor man, you little 
know the subtlety of the power you have to deal with ; your 
defence looks well on paper, but these troops, after all^ are 
the creatures of your enemy, and at his order they wiU im- 
prison their own governor. I stated to him no more of what 
I had heard, and afler a short conversation, took my leave. 

As I had anticipated, it was not many days before a direct 
accusation of the murder came from Rosas^ against all ih» 
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brothers Ranafe, with an order that they he immediately ar- 
rested, and sent to Buenos Ayres. True to his position, the 
governor resisted the order, and proved himself able, beyond 
my expectation, to hold his position for a length of time, and 
indeed until the neighboring provinces assumed a threatening 
attitude towards Cordova. At this the citizens became 
alarmed, and refused to unite in a broil between the accused 
and the accusers ; and further, for their own safety, and the 
peace of the province, they expressed a determination to de- 
pose Ranafe, and select a new governor. 

Finding that he was unsupported by the people, and that 
it was plain he must ere lopg yield to a successor, it became 
a matter of great importance to him that such a man as would 
befriend him, and prevent his arrest, should be appointed. 
To this end, he set to work with a few who were yet at- 
tached to him, in placing before the public mind one ^whom 
they had reason to suppose would answer this object ; and 
the name of Don Pedro Nolasco Rodriguez, then minister of 
finance in the province, was accordingly put forth. This 
man had been raised from poverty to his present command- 
ing position by Ranafe himself, and was, in truth, a friend to 
the governor. For his purpose, then, the selection Was as 
good as could have been made, and as Rodriguez had already 
made himself popular with the citizens, he was in a short 
time chosen by them at a meeting held in the Cavildo, and 
formally proclaimed governor of the province. 

Soon after this Rosas repeated his order for the arrest of 
the Ranafes, and directed Rodriguez to send them forthwith 
to Buenos Ayres ; but, instead of an immediate compliance, 
the governor sent in his intercession on their behalf, urging 
Rosas to withdraw his order, and at the same time expressing 
his earnest conviction of their innocence. Little did he sup- 
pose that in such a course he would compromise his own 
safety, without in the least degree benefiting his friends. 
The characteristic reply to this oflfer of mediation was a corps 

20* 
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of cavalry, who very speedily made prisoners of three of the 
brothers, among them the late governor, and conveyed them 
to Buenos Ayres. The fourth had taken the alarm, and wisely 
made his escape from the country. 

Arrived at the capital, the three were thrown into a single 
stone dungeon, without either bed or bench ; and here they 
were held in a most miserable confinement for a space of 
several months, during which time their sister. Dona Francia 
Ranafe, who had followed them to Buenos Ayres, plied the 
heartless Rosas with petitions, entreating the poor privilege 
of visiting her brothers in their confinement, and ministering 
as she best might to their immediate comfort. Even this was 
denied ; not so nmch as the sympathies of one congenial bo- 
som were allowed to soften the horrors of their imprisonment, 
and they were left to suffer, and endure, in all the fulness of 
misery, the mandate of unyielding tyranny. Sickness, the con- 
sequent result of their comfortless* situation, wore them to 
skeletons, and finally relieved one of them, at the same time, 
from the sufferings of life and the power of his tormentor. 

Having been myself, for some time past, engaged in mer- 
cantile pursuits, my business called me, three or four times a 
year, to Buenos Ayres, and I was there during the latter part 
of the time that the Ranafes were in confinement. I daw 
their sister in all the terrible anguish of her despair, yet I 
could not find one spark of comfort to bestow upon her. I 
knew that her brothers were doomed. Rosas had wrought 
himself into a position that was critical, but he had already, 

" in blood 
Stepp*d in so far, that, should he wade no more, 
Retummg were as tedious as go o'er," 

and it was by terror alone that he could keep down the ebul- 
litions of the public mind. Victims must be sacrificed to 
overawe the people ; and a man once 'prisoned on his order 
was a man doomed to death. 

The time at length arrived when the Ranafes were to add 
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one to the many public spectacles of this man. It was an- 
nounced that they would be shot in the market-square, in 
company with another victim by the name of Sautes Pares, 
who had also been in some way implicated in the same 
charge. 

Although I had long expected this order, I heard the an- 
nouncement with a shudder. Memory, like a winged sprite, 
flew back upon the past, and, gathering the scattered frag, 
ments of her train, poured them as with a flood upon my 
mind. I saw again the tall, uncourtly guacho, as he had 
been presented to me by Latori6 ; too unsophisticated to be 
vicious, but with a mind as yielding and susceptible of im- 
mediate impression as the modeller's wax. Again I saw him 
governor of CJordova, holding, as with the hand of childhood, 
the reins of power, and guiding the capricious throng as one 
who trembled, not for himself, but for his charge. I thought 
again of our tertulias and conversaciones, of his pliant spirit, of 
the insidious wiles of Rosas to win him to himself, of his 
ultimate self-confidence, his deposition, arrest, imprisonment ; 
and now, to crown the whole, in bold relief stood out the or- 
der for his execution. 

" Ah ! my poor friend," I exclaimed, when this order was 
announced, " I at least will not be a witness to your murder." 

At the time of the execution, I shut myself in my room, 
which was at a house situate only about three squares from 
the scene of blood. From that spot I heard the report of 
the volley that bore them to eternity, and covering my face 
with my hands, I uttered a malediction on the man whom I 
regarded as their murderer. Soon after the execution, I had 
occasion to pass near the market-square, and, to my horror, 
saw the three bodies, still reeking with blood, hanging in 
chains upon a gibbet over the spot where they had died. 

From persons who had witnessed the execution, I was in- 
formed that a moment before the fatal shot was given. Pares 
called out to the bystanders, exclaiming — 
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" Rosas is the murderer of Quiroga !" 

Soon after this tragedy was performed at Buenos Ayres, 
Gov. Rodriguez shared a similar fate at Cordova. His in- 
tercession on behalf of the Ranafes had been sufficient to 
excite the doubts and fears of Rosas ; and his hesitation to 
execute an order without questioning its propriety, was no 
less than an evidence of treason. He wasi therefore, taken 
outside the town, out of respect to the feelings of the people 
of Cordova, who were not yet used to these scenes, and dis- 
posed of in the usual manner. 

With such precedents before their eyes, few men, who 
were honored with an appointment, had the hardihood to re- 
sist, or put forth any measure that was calculated to thwart 
the dictator in his designs ; and to have declined an appoint- 
ment would have laid them equally open to his suspicion,^ 
and consequent hatred. The reader will thus perceive how 
Rosas, with minions of bloody mould scattered through the 
country, and with an army constantly at his back, was ena- 
bled to hold so terrible a power. 

On the removal of Rodriguez from the government of Cor- 
dova, Don Manuel Lopez was appointed by Rosas in his 
stead. Quiet was again restored to the town, and Lopez, I 
believe, holds his office to the present time. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Inl£rf6f«rkC6 with the Bazida Orient&WTyrBiinicAl BemanfltratLon 
of Oribe — ReaiistaQee of llie People, and arming: of the Militia under 
Generala Lavaiia aud RiTi-ra — French rrotest^Ro^an* Oppressioti of 
the Uiittanatia— Heign of Terror at Eueuos Ayreg — The M assorca CJub 
— EebelhoQ in the Soiilhem part of iJia Froviace— -Crnspy retnrned af- 
ter five years InipriHonmeut In Paraguoy^Gov. Fraticia— Rasas kyuoi 
GoTcrumQnt Scrip'— Hjh Breach of Failb with tha Merchants — French 
Blockade 

Soon after this^ viz, in 1 835^ my business called me, to 
Europe ; and after visiting succeasively, England, France^ 
Italy, Switzerland, Germany, the Prussian territories on the 
Rhine, Belgium, and Holland, I returned to England, and 
thence to Buenos Ay res, where I arrived in the early part 
of the year 1836. 

I BOW found Rosas quarrelling with the French minister, 
respecting the Banda Oriental, or Uruguay, the capital of 
whicji is Montevideo, At the time when the people of that 
country succeeded, by the assistance of the armies of ihe 
Argentine Republic, in securing their independence of the 
Brazilian government, that independence was acknowledged 
and guarantied both by England and France ; and the coun- 
tfY had. continued from that time in a state of prosperity and 
tappiness, under its republican form of government. But 
the (then) present President Oribe, who had just been elect- 
ed, was not content that things should rt^main in so peaceful 
an attitude ; he had witnessed the unrestrained power of his 
neighbor on the other side of the Rio La Plata, and feh an 
instinctive ambitious yearning to follow ihe example that had 
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been there set before him. To accomplish this object, he 
had set on foot a series of measures that had drawn down 
upon him the indignation of his people, for they too had wit- 
nessed the terrible condition of their neighbors, and certainly 
felt no desire to place themselves in a similar state of serf- 
dom and terror. By employing his military power, however, 
the governor had succeeded in keeping his place ; and having 
ensconced himself in Montevideo, opened a communication 
with Rosas, while at the same time Gen. Lavalia and Fruc- 
tuoso Rivera were busily engaged in recruiting an army of 
militia, for the purpose of deposing the would-be tyrant. 

The precise character of the correspondence between 
Oribe and Rosas was not known, but it was supposed to 
be no less than a negotiation to place Uruguay under the 
government of the latter, as a province of the Argentine Re- 
public ; but be that as it may, Oribe received large accessions 
to his means of defeYice, in the shape of munitions, arms, and 
even troops, from Buenos Ayres, whereupon the French min- 
ister, as in duty bound, for the good faith of his government, 
had entered his protest against such interference. This was 
disregarded by Rosas, who continued to send troops and arms, 
levying the cost, as heretofore, upon those who were opposed 
to his own tyrannical government. His hatred to the Unita- 
rians increased at every step, and this hatred was manifested 
by a corresponding oppression. The accursed Mcissorea 
club, which' was composed of from three to four hundred 
desperadoes, who were sworn to do the bidding of Rosas, 
even to the murder of their own relatives, were the most 
prominent instruments of his terrible policy. Goaded with 
the opposition of the foreign powers, he wreaked his ven- 
geance upon the helpless of his own people. Violence suc- 
ceeded violence, bloodshed followed bloodshed, until the era 
might justly have been denominated a second '* reign of ter- 
ror." 

He had gone so far in blood, that he dreaded assassination 
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on erery hand ; and so jealous and vindictive had he become, 
that no man, who did not openly avow an attachment to the 
dictator, was safe, either in person or property. So sure as 
a Unitarian, by a word or action, became once obnoxious to 
his fears, he was a marked man ; then he would say to his 
hirelings of the Massorcoy " Let him he arrested ^ If arrested, 
death was almost sure to follow, and the property of the vic- 
tim was confiscated ; for, " ills but thought by him, were half 
performed ;" or, if the individual succeeded in avoiding the 
arrest and fled the city, confiscation followed as a matter of 
course. I could name numerous instances in proof of this, 
but one may suffice, — ^it is that of Don Pedro Boque, and may 
be thus related : 

Boque was a Unitarian of wealth, residing in the Calle 
Cavildo ; and having heard, through a friend, that Rosas* of- 
ficers had been making inquiries respecting him, determined 
as a measure of precaution to leave town for a short time, 
or until he should learn the object of the inquiry. His de- 
parture proved a timely one, as on the following day a num- 
ber of the Massorca paid a visit to his house, and searched 
it in every part ; not finding their object, they directed his 
wife and family to leave the premises. The order was 
obeyed, but without the privilege of carrying with them the 
slightest thing, save the clothes upon their persons. A little 
boy about twelve years of age was subsequently sent, by the 
Seiiora Boque, from the house of a friend where she had 
taken refuge, for the purpose of soliciting the privilege of 
bringing away a change of clothing for the now destitute 
family ; but as he came to the house he grew timid, and when 
he told his errand, some of the villains who had been left in 
charge, declared him a spy, and threatened to shoot him ; this 
so frightened the poor child that he attempted to escape, but 
not being able to reach the street, he fled to the yard, and 
actually sprang into the privy to avoid his pursuers. The at- 
tempt to escape, fully satisfied the wretches that he must be a 
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spy ; and having drawn him from his nauseous xetreat, and 
rinsed his garments, he was conducted by two men, each of 
whom held him by the collar, to the quartet, or guard-house, 
in the coral of which the numerous executions of the time 
were now performed. 

I saw the little fellow on his way, conducted as I have de- 
scribed. A child but twelve years old, arrested as a spy ! 
Arrested ! Would that the worst were said, in saying that ; 
but, reader, (can it be believed ?) before the sun had set, that 
child was, by Rosas' order, SHOT as a spy, in the coral, or 
yard of the quartel ! 

It is needless to dwell upon scenes like these, or to give 
voice to the reflections which they naturally produce in the 
mind ; it is suflicient to declare that the deed, horrible as it 
may seem, was performed, and that the then residents of 
Buenos Ayres can attest the fact. The entire property of 
Boque was confiscated, and distributed among the Mas- 
sarcas. 

As before stated, confiscation of the property of the Unita- 
rians was the order of the day ; but in order to give color to 
his oppression, a fictitious public sale of the confiscated ef- 
fects was sometimes made. These sales were attended by 
the members of the Massorca, who arranged among them- 
selves the appcNTtionment of the articles or property, (whatever 
it might be ;) and by bidding, secured possession, except so 
far as their master might require for his own purposes. None 
dared to bid against them, and in this manner these creatures 
#nriched themselves upon the noble estates of the most an- 
cient and worthy families of the country. Their band had 
now become the terror of the people ; and so bold had they 
grown, that in order more effectually to designate and accom- 
plish their object, they at length wore upon the lappel of their 
coats a large badge of red silk, upon which were printed the 
words — 

" Life to the Federals, death to the Unitarians.** 
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Red being the color adopted by Rosas and his followers, 
wMle the symbol of the opposite party was "bLUE. 

TTiis decoration naturally tended to increase the conster- 
nation of the people ; it was a passport to every species of 
violence and villany. With this badge upon their fronts, I 
have seen them at mid-day enter the houses of citizens, and 
either destroy or bear off the furniture and effects of their 
occupants, turning the families into the street, and committing 
other acts of violence too horrible to mention. If, in any of 
their predatory excursions, a fabric or ornament of blue was 
found, it was attached in derision to the tails of their horses, 
and thus exhibited through the streets. Rosas kept con- 
stantly an army of from five thousand to six thousand men, 
quartered in the city, and yet, so great was his fear of assas- 
sination, that, although the very watchmen of the night were 
required to add, as they cried the hours, " Viva the restorer 
of the laws^ that great friend of the people never ventured to 
move in public without a powerfiil guard about his person, 
for, as 

<' Suspicion always haunts the guilty mmd,** 

he deemed each man his enemy ; and so powerfully did this 
apprehension work upon his imagination, that he reversed 
the diurnal plans of nature, sleeping always by day, and 
watching by night. 

At this time the people in the southern part of the province 
began to show signs of discontent, and to speak in murmurs 
of the bloody and despotic course of the dictator. A revo- 
lution that should rid them of their scourge was openly talked 
of, and as the feeling appeared to be general, they were not 
long in giving the shape of tangibility to their proceedings. 
This was no sooner known to Rosas, than he, with charac- 
teristic promptness, where his power was endangered, ar- 
rested, from among the most respectable citizens of Buenos 
Ayres, about three hundred of the friends and relatiret of 

«1 



942 CIVIL WARS OF 

those who were known to be foremost in the revolt. These 
were crowded into a room at the Cavildo, and held as host* 
liges for the peaceable conduct of those at the south ; but, in 
order to make the plan successful, and to prove that he in- 
tended no bo}^' play, some of the prisoners were shot. 

The families of some of these men, immediately on 
their incarceration, sent beds and bedding to the Cavildo for 
their accommodation, but these luxuries were not allowed, 
and they were returned. They also sent food and refresh- 
ments, which were consumed by the guard, while the prison- 
ers were allowed nothing but beef and water. 

The poor fellows had been thus miserably confined about 
two months, when just previous to the 25th of May, 1837, 
that being the anniversary of the independence of the repub- 
lic, Rosas announced, as an act of clemency, that he would 
on that day open their prison doors. This announcement 
brought thousands about the Cavildo, on the morning of that 
day, to witness their release, and am(mg the many I also at- 
tended. There I saw wives waiting for their husbands, chil- 
dren for fathers, and sisters for brothers ; and when at length 
the gates were opened, presenting to view the haggard and 
lastly throng within, a cold shudder ran through the crowd. 
Sickness, anxie^, and privation had so worn them to skele- 
tons that many were not recognised by their dearest friends, 
and the sighs, tears, and exclamations of grief that arose, 
were truly heart-rending. 

Soon after the release of these men, the apprehension of 
another arrest was so great that many of them, with numer- 
ous others, left the city, and sought a miserable security 
among the boats upon the river. 

Gov. Busies, who had fled to Santa F6 on the success of 
Gen. Paz at Cordova, had since died in the province where 
he took refuge ; and Paz himself had been held, until this 
time, a close prisoner at the Yilla Li:^an, twenty leagues from 
Buenos Ayres ; near the close of the year 1837, however, he 
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WM brougbl to Btienos Ajiev, and allowed the pan^ of the 
city. 

An ominous cahn seemed at length to settle iqpon the af* 
£urs of the republic. Rosas still held his position with Oribe 
towards the Banda Oriental, but, although Lavalia and his as- 
aociate still continued their preparations in the interior, the 
first excitement had subsided. The French minister kept on 
his protest, but Mandeville, the English minister, seemed 
porsuing a course of more quiet policy : he as yet took no 
step of a public nature, but had frequent interviews with 
Rosas in person. 

During this seascm of quiet I was sitting one evening with 
some friends at my house, when a servant entered, and, in a 
whisper, informed me that a rough guaeho was in the hall, 
who wished to speak with me. I went out, and to my sur- 
prise, recognised my old friend Crasey. The poor fellow 
i^[>peared almost as destitute as when we crossed the pampas 
together, with but a piece of calico and the fragment of an 
old blanket, severally, to cover our nakedness. Neverthe* 
less, I embraced him heartily, and retired with him to a pri- 
vate room. As soon as we were alone he began complaining 
of the treatment that he had received at my door. His rag- 
ged and miserable appearance had cut off the respect that was 
due to his person, and it was not, he said, until he had em- 
ployed threats that the servant would allow him to enter. 
His pride was sorely hurt ; for it was plain that he could not 
help associating in his mind the indignity that he had re- 
ceived at my door, with me personally. I soothed his feel- 
ings, however ; and although ITelt that I should be guilty of 
a breach of decorum towards my other guests, determined to 
hear from him at once the story of his adventures since our 
parting at the Banda Sm Francisco. I sent an apology to 
my company, and he began : 

" After I left you at San Francisco," he said, " our little 
company of exploration passed down the Yermejo, sounding 
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its depths, and examiiiing its shoals and cHannek, ttntQ W0 
reached finally the place of its junction with the Rio Parana. 
We found the Yermejo navigable for small vessels thiongh'- 
out the whole distance, with very slight obstructions, and 
were congratulating ourselres upon the raluable resources 
which our examination would lay open to the interior, when 
as we entered the Parana our vessel was seized, everyone of 
our party was arrested, and taken before Gov. Francia, of 
Paraguay, who, without giving any direct reason for such m. 
course, informed us that we must remain prisoners at large, 
(without the privilege of leaving Paraguay,) during his pleasure. 
" We were accordingly set at liberty without passports, and 
for &Ye years I have been compelled to make Paraguay my 
prison. During that time I worked at my trade as a jewel- 
ler, mostly at Assumption, and had good opportunities to 
learn the condition and habits of the people. Francia is & 
tyrant, but not a man of blood. He rules his people with a 
rod of iron, but in his little territory he has not found it ne- 
cessary that the rod should be crimsoned, as it has been ia 
the Argentine. The people are, however, kept in ignorance 
of what is going on in the worid around them ; and as it 
seems necessary to his singular policy, it is seldom that one 
of them is allowed to quit the country. They continue 
there, raising their tobacco and mate, the first of which is 
unsurpassed by that of any country except Cuba, and the 
latter the best that can be found,* and thus they remain 
in a state of passive ignorance little better than servility. 
Francia has established in this manner, and by other and 
more compulsive measures, a system of simplicity among the 
masses, amounting, in some respects, almost to a state of na* 
ture. It is common for women to traverse the thoroughfares 
in city and country, with but slight covering to their persons : 

* These two itaples of the country are, in fact, as stated by Mr. Cra- 
sey. The mate of Paraguay will command at Buenos Ayres $5.00 an 
mroba, (25 lbs.,) when that of other places will bring but (l.OO. 
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the most lascivious advaaces of men haye become matters 
of custom, and thus the appropriate delicacy of the sex is al- 
most entirely lost.* In Paraguay no Spaniard is allowed to 
marry either a white or an Indian woman : if he marries at 
all, it must be with a black, so great is Ms (Francia's) an- 
tq>athy towards the whole Spanish ruce^ 

" With the govemor himself I became almost a favorite, 
and he often sent for me to take mate^ and talk about Eng- 
land ; but whenever I expressed a wish to return to my own 
country, he woold say, very pleasantly — 

" * Not yet, mi hueno Ingles ; I can't spare you yet.' 

" I also became acquainted at all the military posts and 
guard-houses in the country, for I travelled much from place 
to place, and my approach was always hailed with ^Viva In' 
gUsy but, with all their good-will, they never would allow 
me to pass into Corrientes. 

<' At length the governor, having sent for me, said one day, 
with an air of glee, ' What do you think, Senor Crasey, I am 
l^ing to give you a passport, and let you go home.' 

« < Indeed, your Excellenza V I exclaimed ; and you may 
well belioTe that it was with as much pleasure as astonish- 
ment that I did so. 

" * Yes,' he replied ; * I have got it all ready, and you may 
take it with you. But first sit down, and take a cup of mo/e.' 

<* I seized the passport, almost doubting my senses, and 
fearful that he would change his mind, and take it from me 
again, I would gladly have foregone the tnate and every 
thing else, to hasten to find the first means of conveyance 
that would take me from his dominions. This, however, 
could not be done ; so I sat down, and after half an hour was 
permitted to take leave under an exchange of friendly salu- 
tations. 

* Little ii at preeent known to the woild of that country. Thne, how- 
ever, w31 reveal that which will stutain or refute the aMertion of my 
frirad. 

21» 
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" For a short time previous to this I had been living at 
Toboty, a few leagues from Assunqption, aad at that place 
was my clothing, tools, and everything; yet I was so appre- 
hensive of a countermand to my passport, that I hastened to 
the mohy and learned that a schooner was about starting for 
San Fernando. I presented my passport to the officer of 
the guard, whom I well knew, but he was more astonished, 
if possible, than I had been, and actually questioned the au- 
thenticity of the paper. 

*^ ' This cannot be/ said he. ' I am afraid you have been 
forging.' 

" * Forging ! Do you think I would present a forged pass- 
port under the very nose of the governor ? Let me pass, or 
I will report you to his Excellenza this moment.' 

'' More words passed between us, but he refused to let me 
pass. So I took the passport, and returned to Francia with 
my complaint. The governor was perfectly furious, and im- 
mediately ordered the officer to be sent for ; but that did not 
take long, as the fellow had followed me all the way, and was 
then in the ante-room. In compliance with the summons he 
presented himself, and as be met the frown of Francia, who 
held the passport in his hand, he trembled like a culprit. 
Holding up the paper before the officer, and pointing at it 
with his finger, the governor said, sternly, as his keen eye 
shot glances of fire — 

" * Do you know that signature, senor V 

** * Pardon, your Excellenza,' said the officer, turning his 
eyes upon the ground, with the utmost humility, as he spoke. 

" < This is your first offence, seiior, it shall therefore be 
pardoned ; but, mark me, when you again deny my signature 
it shall not be well for you. Return to your duty^ and be 
more respectful hereafter.' 

'* The abashed officer slunk away« I received my pass- 
port again, and that night we set out on our journey down the 
Rio Paraguay. My trip to San Fernando was comforti^e 
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enough, but from that place to Buenos Ayres I have been 
obliged to get along as I best could, and have walked most 
of the way. This accounts for the plight in which you 
now see me." 

I thanked Crasey for his hasty narrative, but promised 
myself a more full account at a future time ; and, as we had 
been about half an hour together, I told him of my company 
in waiting, and asked him to call on me next day, when I 
would take effectual measures to relieve his necessities, and, 
if he desired it, furnish him the means to return to his own 
country. We then parted with mutual kind feelings, but from 
some cause, I never saw him again ; and I subsequently felt 
a considerable regret that I had suffered him to go from my 
house, notwithstanding he had received from me every thing 
necessary for his immediate comfort. 

Some time previous to this, Rosas had established a species 
of treasury-note system, in order to supply an artificial means 
of sustaining his ill-gotten and Dl-directed power. This, on 
the first emission, created little sensation, because it was ev- 
ident that the amount was redeemable by the treasury, and 
the notes thus issued soon became equivalent to a legal ten- 
der. Soon, however, a second emission of several millions 
was made, and by the depreciation of the notes, which almost 
immediately took place, specie became only an article of 
merchandise, and was bought and sold at prices varying ac- 
cording to the value of the paper. The merchants, and 
especially dealers in foreign produce, began to feel the em- 
barrassment incidental to a fluctuating paper currency ; for, as 
the entire trade was necessarily conducted on that unstable 
basis, and as, at each emission, (several of which followed,) 
the depreciation became more and more, until it reached, 
at length, the point of about eighty per cent., no man knew 
what calculations to make, and an almost total suspension of 
foreign business followed. Numerous English and other 
houses, having large quantities of foreign goods in their pos- 
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session, curtailed tlieiT business, revising to sell under a cur- 
rency upon which not a moment's dependence could be placed. 
So long as the value of the paper stood at a given point, no mat- 
ter how low it might be, all was well enough ; but no sooner 
would a merchant sell on time, when the paper was at a depre- 
ciation of say fifty per cent., than a new emission of a few 
millions would be made, and it would sink, perhaps, to sixty 
or seventy-five per cent., thus robbing him of from ten to fif- 
teen per cent, upon his sale. 

Complaints, murmurs, and dissatisfaction, pervaded the 
city ; and the dictator, finding that the whole trade of the 
province was becoming rapidly paralyzed, announced his de- 
termination to issue no more scrip, as the only means of re- 
storing it to animation. Under the guarrantee thus solemn- 
ly and officially made, trade revived again ; the merchants, 
with reassured confidence, threw open their warehouses, 
which, from the recent stagnation of business, were speedily 
emptied ; new orders for importations were made, and every 
thing in the commercial and mercantile world wore the aspect 
of prosperity ; but no sooner was this accomplished, and the 
foreign goods fairly afioat in the market, than, in the very 
face of his most solemn assurance, a new emission of scrip 
was put forth by Rosas ; a proportionate depreciation fol- 
lowed, and the ruin of hundreds was the result. 

The French government, as before stated, had, through its 
minister, protested against the interference of Rosas with the 
afifairs of the Banda Oriental. This protest had been disregard- 
ed, and France, true to her guarantee, determined by compulsion 
to bring the dictator to a sense of his position ; besides, the 
merchants of that country had suffered severely by spoliations 
upon their internal trade, and French residents had been mur- 
dered, and their property destroyed and confiscated. England 
had for some time held certain advantages under treaty, also, 
which France had not obtained, and which were essential for 
Jier commerce. For the reparation of these wrongs, therefore^ 
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and for the eflUbUshment of her Umde oa an eq^ fooCinf 
with England, France now nmde a formal demand. 

I have said that French residents were murdered, and their 
property despoiled ; and as I am desirous of making no asser* 
tions that are not susceptiUe of immediate iptoof, I will here 
cite one or two instances. 

The first is that of a Frenchman, who followed his calling 
as a gunsmith, in the CaUe de las tarres. This man had 
served under Napolecm, and in the open boldness of his 
character, did not hesitate to express his opinion in opposi- 
tion to the oppressive course of the dictator. He said that 
such things as were there constantly witnessed, could not 
occur and continue in France ; and that if such a despot 
should rise up, the people of France would make a revolution 
and hurl him from his power. For uttering sentiments like 
these, he soon attracted the attention of the Massorca^ a band 
of whom entered his house, and murdered him, in the pres- 
ttoce of his family. His goods being declared confiscate, 
were sold, and his family turned helpless upon the world. 
Subsequently I purchased two muskets from his stock in 
trade, one of which is still in my possession. 

Another instance which I will name, was that of a French- 
man, who was the proprietor of an extensive saktdero, or 
salthouse, where hides and beef are prepared for exportation. 
This man's establishment was entirely broken up by the 
soldiers of Rosas, but the proprietor managed to escape with 
his life. The demands for indemnification, &c., were re- 
ceived by Rosas with the same contemptuous disregard as 
was the protest against his ioterference with the Montevi- 
deans ; whereupon the government of France proceeded 
forthwith to place the port of Buenos Apes under a rigid 
blockade. One of the first movements of the blockading 
squadron, was to take possession of the island San Martin 
Garcia, lying in the river Plata. This island, about two 
miles in length, was fortified, and garrisoned by the troops of 
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Rosas ; and as the post was one of great importence in mmoj 
respects, the French brought their guns to bear, and under 
their corer landed a considerable force. The garrison, how- 
ever, made a strong resistance, and it was not until afner a 
severe fight, that the French gained possession. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

LaTalia marches towards Buenos Ayres, and encamps at Ln^jan — ^In- 
surrection in the Interior — Rosas leaves the City^ and encamps with 
his Army four leagues 'out — Barbarous Treatment of two Prisoners — 
Flight of Lavalia — His Death — Death of Gov. Aradia of Tucuman — 
Resignation of Oribe — Gen. Rivera elected President of the Banda Ori- 
ental — Don Manuel de Masa and his son Francisco — ^Rosas takes rs^ 
Bge on board the Bnglish ship Calliope— Portrait of Rosas drawn 
through the Streets by Women — Sacrilegious Obeisance of the Priest- 
hood — Buenos Ayres deserted by the People — Don Manuel de Masa 
unites with the Citizens in aa effort to restrict the Executive Power. 

Encouraged by the blockade, the Unitarians began to 
hope for a termination of the dictator's power, and new mur- 
murs arose in the interior. Lavalia and Rivera having raised 
a considerable force in the Banda Oriental, the former deter- 
mined to avail himself of the prospect now presented to re- 
arouse the people of the Argentine, and with that object 
crossed the river Uruguay, with about ^ve hundred men, 
into the province of Entre Rios ; thence crossing the Parana 
into the south of Santa F6, marched into the province of 
Buenos Ayres, recruiting as' he went, and proceeded direct 
to Lujan, twenty leagues distant from the city. Near Lujan 
he hdted and encamped, having recruited his force to about 
Meen hundred men. Rosas was, by these means, goaded 
to a state of uncontrollable exasperation. His persecution of 
the Unitarians was continued with, if possible, increased bar- 
barity ; and, as though victims were not sufficiently plenty, 
be even (^ered freedom to slaves who would denounce their 
masters. The interior provinces were by this time in open 
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revolt, and the dictator, perceiriiig that all was at 8t«k«, 
seemed determined on an ejBfort to crush the rebellion. 
' The people of the city were anxiously expecting the ap- 
proach of Lavalia, ready at any moment to join him, whea ' 
Rosas, with a force of about four thousand men, marched out, 
leaving, as the guardians of the public weal, the ever-active 
Massorcas and a few hundred troops. Moving towards Lu- 
jan, he marched about four leagues, and sat himself down 
with his army in position, showing evidently, that, in leaving 
the city, he did so only to avoid the danger that would occur 
to him should Lavalia attack him there, well knowing, as he 
did, that in case of attack the citizens would unite with the 
insurgents to put him down, and choosing rather to meet his 
enemy with none about him but his own soldiers. Here en- 
camped, he made no further advance, but kept up a continual 
run of scouts, in order to make a show of activity ; and at 
length succeeded in making prisoners two young officers 
of Lavalia's division. His cruel disposition of these men 
can only be described as it was witnessed by a neutral 
party. 

Near his encampment were two or three country man- 
sions, cme of which, not more than three hundred yards from 

the scene, was occupied by Don , whose lady chanced 

to be on the tissota* when these prisoners were brought into 
camp. The natural sympathies of a woman's heart were at 
once excited in their behalf, and she watched with great anx- 
iety the course pursued towards them. Each having been 
divested of his coat, vest, and hat, was brought out upon the 
plain, and placed in what is called stac, that is to say, they 
were placed upon their backs on the ground, their arms ex- 
tended, and secured in that position by thongs tied about the 
wrists, and fastened to stakes driven into the ground for the 

* The houMf of Baenos Ayres, aad all tb« principal towns, are baiU 
with a$9ota, or flat rooft^ on many of which gardena are oultii^ted. 
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piar po i c t h«Hr feet also fattened down in the same manner ; 
and the poor fellows thus left in the sun with their faces up- 
ward.* When the lady saw this she hastened to inform her 
husband, and entreated of him to interfere for their liberation \ 
but he answered, saying, that to interfere with a decree of 
Rosas would be to endanger his own life without the possi- 
bility of serving the victims. The lady's anxiety increased ; 
time and again, during the day, would she go to the housetop 
in hopes of finding that they had been removed, but as often 
did she see them in their helpless position, broiling in the 
sun ! As the shades of night came on, and found them still 
there, she became almost frantic. In vain had her husband 
wrged and entreated her to remain below ; there was a horri- 
ble infatuation that drew her, despite her wiU, to look upon 
the scene until it had unfitted her for every other thought. 
At night she could not sleep ; the vision of those miserable 
men was constantly before her eyes, and at the earliest dawn 
she was again at the housetop. They were still in view, 
stretched out as she had last seen them, and where they 
had now remained during the space of at least twenty 
hours. 

At last they were unbound ; and the lady, clapping her 
hands with joy, exclaimed, ** They have taken them up ! they 
have taken them up !" But her joy was of short duration. 
The poor fellows, blinded and scarce able to stand, were 
staggering about on their feet, as Rosas came from his 
tent, and in a few minutes after a volley of six muskets 
brought them to the ground, and put an end to their mortal 
agony. 

The witness of this terrible act uttered a piercing shriek, 
wrung her hands, and wept hysterically, until her husband, 
perceiving that Rosas was approaching the house, and fearing 

* Artegas was the only penon, aave Btmm, nAurm I ever knew to be > 
fpaSty ui tUa baibaroua practice. 

22 
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that an exhibition of even tlie sympathy of his wife woa!4 
pompromise the safety of his whde family, begged and ^- 
treated of her, as she valued his life, to compose herself, and 
come down to receive the governor. 

" Oh, I cannot meet him ! I cannot meet him ]" she ex- 
claimed. 

** But, my dear wife, for heaven's sake come down ! We 
must not show that we have seen this thing, or at least wo 
must not show sympathy. Calm your excited feelings, I 
pray you, and for my sake come down. Come down, or we 
are lost!" 

The lady descended, and as well as she could, played the 
dissembler. With a trembling hand, she presented the gor« 
emor with a cup of matf; ; then excusing herself, retired to 
her own apartment. 

After a short conversation with the husband, as though 
nothing unusual had occurred, the go\^rnor took leave, and 
returned to his pamp. . 

Rosas had remained in this position some three or four 
weeks, not daring to advance or retire, when his mind hit 
upon a piece of stratagem that was deserving of a better 
cause, by which he hoped to drive the enemy from his poBi-> 
tion, and relieve himself horn any danger of further immediate 
annoyance from that source. He planned a ruse de guerre, 
in the following manner. Having written four several orders 
to as many fictitious commandants, directing the said com- 
mandants to make a concentration of their several forces, 
(which he represented as amounting to about e^ht thousand 
men,) on a certain day, near Lujan, for the purpose of crush* 
ing the traitor Lavalia, he addressed them to different parts 
of the province, and placed them in the hands of a subaltom, 
with directions what course to take, laying out that course in 
such a manner as to ensure the capture of the bearer by La* 
vdk. The messenger departed with his trust, and the mte 
was completely successful. The fictitiQus orders feM iaio 



THE AA6BirriirB ESftJBLIC. 165 

ihe hands of Cren. LarAlm, wbo, bdkyiiig lliat they were 
hertO'fiie, and that the confined forces would be upon lam 
early the following day, razed his camp, without staying erea 
to cook the beef that had been killed for his dinner, and hy a 
circnitoits rente through the pampas^ hunied into the interior. 
Rosas, on the successfid issue of his plan, returned to ^ 
oty. Layalia continued northward, without opposition, di- 
viding his little power, and distributmg the detachments 
amomg the provinces through which he passed : c^dtinuing 
himself towards Tucuman, at which place he arrired, with 
only his staff, and a guard of about twenty men. 

This officer was now becoming too important and influen- 
tial for the comfort of Rosas, and as the latter could not a^ 
ford the troops necessary to meet Lavalia in the field, he 
found it necessary to employ a more prompt and economical 
method of getting rid of him. Intimation was given to the 
emissaries o( Rosas in Tucuman, the result of which wasj 
that Lavalia was attacked by a body of armed men while 
seeing in his own house. To escape them, he took refuge 
in an inner roon^ ; the assailants then set fire to the house, 
but on discovering the apartment in which he was concealed, 
the fire was extinguished, and about forty nmskets were dis- 
charged through the windows and door of the room. His 
dead body was afterwards found, pierced with a nun^r oi 
baUs. 

After the death of Lavalia, Don Alexander Aradia was 
placed at the head of the government at Tucuman ; but it 
was not long before he also died by the hand of violence and 
popi^ar fury. 

Oribe, deprived by the blockade of the aefflistance of Us 
Mend, found himself so vigorously besieged at Montevideo, 
by an army of militia under Gen. Rivera from without, and 
so uopc^mlar among the citizens within his city, that he was 
oorapelled to resign his c^ce, as the only step by which to 
•eeure his own personal safety, although about a year and a 
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bstf <tf die temi to whicK be had beea efocted was sttfl «o« 
expired. His resigiifttion wae tendered on the 23d of Octo*' 
ber, 1838, under a j^Qtest, wherein he stated '* his c(mrictioa 
that his remaming in power wonM be the only dl>8tacle in the 
way of restoring to the repuUic the tranquillity it so much 
needed." The general assembly seemed to entertain the 
same c^inion, and his resignatk>n was by that body accepted^ 
after which the French fieet gave him a safe conduct to ^ 
city of Buenos Ayres. There he was receired with honors 
becoming a better man. He became immediately the bosom 
friend of Rosas, and, as subsequent erents will show, it was 
not long bef(Nre his services were brought into requiaitkm, for 
the purpose of sustaining thb dictator in his power. 

On the resignation of Oribe^ Gen. Rivera entered the cUy, 
and was immediately after elected and inaugurated president 
oi the republic. Peace was restored to Montevideo, and the 
whole coimtry of the Banda Oriental was soon again tajpf" 
ing the {prosperity incidental to the administration of its af* 
fairs by a man who had at heart the public weal rather than 
bis own personal aggrandisement. 

About this time, viz. in 1838, my wife, who had remained 
with me at Buenos Ayres since my return from Euit^, left 
tlM^ city on a visit to her relatives at Cordova, taking with 
h^ our 3roimgest boy, vrho was then an in&nt. It was our 
last parting, for, soon after reaching her native place, she 
was severely attacked with scariet fever, and died even be- 
toe I knew ci h&r illness. 

As the name of Dcm Manuel de Masa will held a some* 
what conspicuous place in the work before us, it may not be 
considered amiss to enter here upon a slight digression, in 
order to show the relative positions of this unfortunate man 
and the dictator of the country. 

Masa was a venerable man, of education, discernment, and 
patriotism ; he had known Rosas from his boyhood, and^ 
while the latter was up<m the farm of his father, discovered 
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ill Idm ntch^qiialitiM of inteHigence as iaduced him to lead 
the mind of the boy from the quiet seclusion in which fortune 
had placed him, and guide it in a train which should happily 
tend to his own and his country's welfare. He spread bef(»« 
the youth a range of thought which before he had never con- 
ceived or dreamed oi; taught him that to be ambitious for 
good and patriotic ends, was a virtue to be eagerly acquired 
and cautiously guarded ; told him of the servile condition <rf 
his c<Nmtry to a foreign power, and urged that at such a time 
her interests were paramount to all others. In a word, the 
yonthful Rosas became the prot^g6 and student of the 
worthy man ; and had the virtuous principle been implanted 
in his nature, his country would have had*cause to bless the 
ymtin of his pupilage. On the death (^ his father, Masa be- 
came as a father to him ; and often, in after years, when the 
pile's hand was wet with the blood of his countrymen, would 
the noble monitor, with firm yet mild persuasion, strive to stay 
the impetuous fury of his dark career. 

Masa had been made president of the house of represen- 
tatives, (so called.) But his affiliation of the boy could not 
lead him to endorse the acts of the mauj and he felt, with 
thousands of his fellow-citizens, the importance of a change 
that should restrict the enormous executive power, a power 
which, in good and wise hands, might, at the organization of 
the confederacy, have been a blessing to the country, but 
which, in the hands of Rosas, had become a very curse. 
The opportunities of this man for an undying and a glorious 
fame were never surpassed in the history of civilized na- 
tions ; but he, 

« Like the base Judean, threw a pearl away, 
Richer than all his tribe," 

aad, side by side with those whose names, like plague, 
i^ots, mar the historic page, his will go down into a living 
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Don Masa had an only son, inan^ yeare ycwinger than Ro« 
sas, by the name of Francisco, and the two boys had erer 
been regarded almost as brothers ; yet, although they had 
shared the confidence and love of the same parent, and had 
received from him a like education, their dispositions and 
feelings were as distinct as any two opposites that could be 
named : and while one, by his cunning and intrigue, worked 
his way amid the mass of contending elements to the dicta* 
torial power, the other, less obtrusive, but with far more solid 
mind and worth, served only as a colonel in the army. Both 
fiftther and son recognised the authority of the ** Grovernor and 
Captain-general," as did all others, because it was given him 
by virtue of the tefms of confederation ; but at the same ^me 
we deplored the unfortunate investitient of that authority in 
such unworthy hands, and having so grievously witnessed its 
abuse, were unwilling that it should longer continue. The 
Unitarians were not at war with the laws, but with the abuse 
of those laws : they were at war with a tyranny more op- 
pressive than any that had ever been inflicted by a foreign 
ruler ; and, in order to remove the incubus from the body po- 
litic, they strove by legal measures to lessen the executive 
power. The internal provinces were, as before stated, in 
open insurrection; but why was it so? Why, it will be 
asked, did they not appeal to their legitimate power, the right 
of suffrage, and thus abate or destroy their grievances ? The 
question has been answered before. The military power of 
the dictator, and his merciless course towards his opponents, 
had placed the people in awe ; the right of suffrage existed 
only in name ; the representatives were creature^ of his own 
making; and so long as this polluted head existed on the 
political body, there was no alternative but to suffer. The 
people therefore rose, when the prospect of success present- 
ed itself, and with one voice denounced the dictator, and de- 
manded a liberal constitution. 

But one favorable opportunity had occurred to obtain this 
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Tvstdt since Rosas had secured his posiden, and that was 
immediately after the defeat a( Quiroga at the Lagona Lago. 
Had Got. Paz secured his advantage at that moment, the 
emaoitry would have existed thenceforth under a government 
of tU>eral laws ; but the opportunity was lost, and the chains 
ei the people were more closely riveted than they before 
had erer been during the existence of the country as a re- 
poUic. 

The dictator was now severely annoyed in his turn, and 
so fearful of assassination, that he forbade the citizens car- 
rying arms near his residence. His fears of personal violence 
were indeed so great, that on various occasions of excite- 
ment he took refuge on board the English ship Calliope, and 
the vessel was at length quaintly denominated " Rosas' frig^ 
ate." Hemmed in with a blockade on the one hand, and the 
discontented provinces on the other, his rage was unbounded, 
«id, with a determination to quell the insurgents, he again 
had recourse to his system of impost upon the unlucky Uni- 
tsriaas of the city. 

For a more effectual establishment of his authority, and as 
a further means of intimidation to the weak, Rosas, in the 
year 1839, caused a portrait of himself to be mounted in gor- 
geous trappings, upon a triumphal car, and thus drawn through 
the streets of the city. This instrument of tjrranny was 
sometimes drawn by the wives and daughters of the men of 
the Massorcay and at other times it was drawn by the men 
themselves. The car was always followed by a procession 
erf noisy wretches, who rent the air with the accustomed 
shout, " Viva la Federacion, mueran los salvages Unitarians,^ 
(Life to the Federation — death to the savage Unitarians.) 
But this was hot all ; the mere exhibition of this picture to 
the populace, with all the attendant and disgusting parapher- 
nalia that I have named, did not suffice — sacrilege must be 
added to the list of enormities. The picture was conveyed 
from church to church, at each of which it was received by 
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the priesto with a show of evea deTotkmal mipeci. It warn 
conveyed throcigh the sacred aisles amid the sounds of- ibm 
organ, the anthem, and of prayer* It has been consecrated 
with incense, decorated for the celebration of high mass, aiui, 
placed upon the altar hy the side of the crucified Savioor ; 
and thus with sacrilegious rites, and disgusting hypocrisy^ 
worshipped, through fear, almost as a deity. This w^ked 
mummery was continued from time to time during my stay, 
Yiz. till 1841, during all of which time the subject of this im- 
pious adulation was continually washing his hands in the 
blood of the people. 

All public documents, custom-house permits, &;c.,'were 
stamped in crimson characters with the words, " Mueran las 
selvages Unitarians^* The same sentence was painted above 
the doors of the courts of justice, and other public buildings ; 
and, in short, nothing was left undone that was calculated 
to awe with dread, or excite his emissaries to an extermina- 
ting hatred against his political opponents. 

The Massorca were in constant requisition, and committed 
their depredations in the most bold and outrageous manner. 
Ruin stared every citizen in the face, business was at a stand* 
the people by thousands fled &e town, and a scene of deso- 
lation and terror followed ths^ was truly terrible. So com- 
pletely was the city deserted,, in order to avoid Uie scenes 
of danger and exaction, that grass sprang; up in the streets 
and thoroughfares, and people talked one with another of 
their oppression. They said, " This quarrel of Rosas with 
the French is not our quarrel, we have no hand in it ; it is 
the quarrel of one man that brings us to this condition. Let 
us see if the representatives will not listen to us, and give 
us relief from this ruinous oppression ; we have borne it l<nig 
enough." 

Private tertuiias were accordingly held, at which President 

* Dikth to the savage Uiiitanta& 
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and other meiiibera of the House were invited. At 
tkese meetings the affiurs of the country were fdly discussed, 
sad a restriction of the executive power was the most prom- 
kient object of reform that was suggested. This it was pro- 
posed to effect by legislative action, and measures were taken 
to obtain such a vote in the house of representatives as would 
uplish the object. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

Story of Cienfhego. 

Among the horrors of the time — ^horrors enacted by a : 
whoile guilty conscience turned each shadow to a foe— -stands 
boldly conspicuous the story of the yomhful Cienfuego ; more 
especially so, however, on account of the attendant circum- 
stances of his position and death, than the mere fact that he 
was one of the murdered. 

This man was about twenty-five years of age ; a native ef 
Buenos Ayres ; and being of one of those families that had 
been reduced by the convulsions of the times, resided with 
a sister, (his only remaining relative in the province,) in un- 
ostentatious and retired apartments. An earnest and devoted 

attachment to the Dona Fortunata , daughter to the 

wealthy Don Carlos , who Iwid formerly been an in|i- 

mate and attached friend of his father, held him to the city 
that he would gladly have left, in search of a more peaceful 
abode, even though that city, was the home of his nativity. 
But the affections of the heart are ever more potent than its 
foars or its regrets, and when those holy influences are in the 
ascendant, there is no earthly power that can awe them into 
submission. 

The events here related, of the fate of this 3roung man, 
were gleaned from persons who witnessed them, and may be 
relied on as substantially true. 

Cienfuego, w^ often visited the house of his beloved, was 
on one occasion surprised, by a request on the part of her 
father, that his visits might be discontinued. Prior to this 
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Don Carlos had never interposed the slightest objection to the 
growing attachment that was evidently existing between the 
young couple ; and this sudden and unexpected repulse, filled 
the mind of the lover with painful astonishment. In a tone 
of remonstrance, he said — 

" Why is this, noble senor ? Surely I have given you no 
offence 1" 

" None, my young friend," replied the father ; " but it is 
my wish that you shall visit my daughter no more." 

" Alas, I know my crime, seiior," said Cienfaego j " it is 
that Qi poverty ; but, I entreat of you, do not turn me hopeless 
from your door on thatv account. Say it is but that, and I 
shaU go f<Mth cheerfully, and with a glad heart struggle with 
fortune, until my circumstances shall enable me to claim and 
protect the object of my soul's affection. I pray you let me 
see her now, senor, that I may assure her of my unabated 
attachment, and beg that she will not forget me in my ex- 
ile." 

" That cannot be," replied Don Carlos ; " I have already 
teld my daughter that she must see you no more." 

" For the love that my father bore to you, I pray, senor, 
^t you will not turn me thus in disgrace from your door ! 
What have I done to cause this cruel change in your de- 
ueanor ? What can I do to restore your former confidence ? 
Am I too young ? I will wait your pleasure. Am I poor ? I 
will gain riches : but for heaven's sake do not forbid me to 

. " You must forget each other," was the cold response of 
the unyielding father. 

.** That, senor, can neyw be ; you have not power over the 
mind, Don Carlos, and, despite your cruel mandate, I shall 
stiU think of and love my Fortunata. Again, in the name of 
the man whom you once loved, my own lamented father, I 
entreat your forbearance." 
" If you respect the memory of your deceased father," said 
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Don Carlos, " 3rou will immediatelj leave my presence ; yoar 
suit is in vain." 

"I obey yon, senor ; and in so doing, pray that peace and 
happiness may rest with you and yours.*' 

With a swelling heart Cienfuego turned from the house, 
and directed his steps towards his own residence, there to 
pour out the burden of his grief in the confiding bosom of an 
only sister. With a mind wrought almost to distraction, he 
related to her all that had passed at the house of Don Carlos. 
His sister listened imXh all the feelings of one whose soul 
was absorbed in his happiness, and in the most encouraging 
manner strove to reassure him. 

" My dear brother," she said, ^' you must know that, not* 
withstanding all which has occurred, Fortunata entertains for 
you a tender regard ; therefore be cheerful ; with her love all 
will yet be well ; and I pray you, for your own and for my 
sake, dismiss this heavy melancholy ; you are my only 
brother, my only friend, and to see you thus miserable, will 
be worse to me even than death itself." 

" Ah ! my beloved sister," he said, " I know that if my 
destiny was in your hands, all would indeed be well ; but Doa 
Carlos is more than cruel, else he would have given me one last 
interview with Fortunata, where I could have poured out a 
repetition of my vows, and, while I yielded to her father's 
imperative command, have urged the hope that I should yet 
have power to claim her at bis hands. My poverty, sister, is 
the barrier to that hope ; and I would have told her, if so 
permitted, that when fortune should have sntiled upon my ef- 
forts, I would, if she were true, return and call her mine. 
Oh ! could I have done this, my dear Carolina, I should have 
been content ! And why should I not see her ?" he contin- 
ued, as if communing with himself ; ** why should I not tee 
her even now, and say to her, my love will never change ?" 

** Now !" exclaimed his sister, who had been an attrnttir^ 
listener to his words. 
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" Even now, my sister !" 

" Surely, my brother, you will not be so rash ! Night hath 
fallen upon the city, and danger will await you at every step. 
Do not think of it, I pray you !" 

'' After the scene that I have just passed through, Carolina, 
there is nothing dangerous to my mind, I fear only the cruel 
repulse of my father's friend." 

" For my sake, then, do not leave home to-night ! You are 
my only protector, friend, brother ; and to whom shall I turn, 
if evil fall on you. In the name of her whose image hangs 
before us — even of our dear, lost mother, who with her last 
words consigned your helpless sister to your care — ^I do con- 
jure you, leave me not to-night !" 

" 'Tis but for a short time, my sweet girl," he replied, 
smiling at her fears ; ''a short time, and I shall return again. 
Think not that your brother can desert his precious charge, 
or be happy, even, witibout her. No, no ! my dearest Caro- 
lina ; as I revere the memory of those loved objects, whose 
lineaments seem even now to smile upon us here, so will I 
keep my trust. But, sister, as you love me, do not stay me 
now, lest you should make me more than miserable. In tears ! 
Oh, this is misery indeed ! Banished from the presence of 
her I love, by an obdurate father ; and held in banishment by 
a sister, dearer to me than life itself ! Pray you, put off these 
fears, my sister, and give that sweet permission, without 
which I surely will not go. Oh ! if you could but know the 
happiness it would impart to my poor distracted heart, you 
would not thus detain me." 

** Alas, my heart is heavy with evil foreboding," she replied, 
embracing him, and imprinting a kiss upon his forehead, " but I 
must consent. Be not long absent, my' brother, for I shall watch 
unceasingly, and with an anxious mind, till your return." 

** Thanks, my dear girl ; fear nothing. In two hours I 
shall again be with you." 

Placing a poniard in l^is belt, and hastily wrapping his 
?3 
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cloak about his perstMi, he once more tendeily en^mced his 
tister, and, as she uttered a prayer for his safety, departed 
iiqpoahis errand. 

Drawing his cloak close about him^ Cienfuego held his way 
cautiously through the most retired sheets towards the resi- 
dence of Don Carlos, meditating with shame that he should 
be compelled thus clandestinely to enter the house of one 
to whom his father had been an undeviating friend, and trem- 
bling, lest by discovery he should bring down upon himself 
and his beloved the wrath of the proud and obdurate old man* 
In this mood he at length reached the house, yet lacked the 
fimmess to a^ly for admission at the usual entrance. Pass- 
ing to the rear, in hopes of seeing the lady from the balcony, 
or from her apartment, which lay in that direction, he mount- 
ed upon a wall, and discovered a light in the lower room ; 
hoping to find there the object of his search, he moved along 
the waU towards the house, and, looking through the open 
windows, was startled at seeing Don Carlos sitting alone at 
his table in the act of writing. Fearful of discovery, Cien- 
fuego continued his way upon the wall which ran along the 
side of the building to the street,- intending to leap into the 
stoeet, and a{^ly for admission at the front entrance ; but in 
this he was frustrated by a patrol of soldiers who had halted 
directly before the house. In his excitement and trepidation, 
he retreated again towards the yard, involuntarily drawing 
his poniard from its sheath, and, without a moment's reflec- 
tion, sprang into the window, and fell upon his knees before 
the astonished Don Carlos, at the same time throwing the 
poniard upon the floor. 

Don Carlos in an instant seized him by the throat, at the 
same time levelling a pistcd at his head, as in a voice of fury 
he exclaimed — 

" Young man, what has brought you here at such an hour ? 
Speak ! and, as you value your life, speak truly !" 

'* Loose your hold of my throat, seiior, and I will explain 
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aS^y^ said Oienfuego, almost strangled with the graiqp of the 
(dd man. 

** Speaky then," exclaimed D<m Carlos, releasing his hdd ; 
** speak, and convince me that the design of your risit was 
not dishonorable, or, by the holy Virgin, you shall not quit 
this room alive !" 

'< GkK>d senor," said Cienfuego, " I came with the design 
to see your daughter, and — ^ 

** Did my daughter know of your intention ?" d^nanded 
the excited father, interrupting him. 

" No, senor, no ! As I live, she kqew not of it." 

'' And now, what further intention caused this most singu- 
lar visit ^ What, young man, was your object, had you been 
so fortunate as to meet my child ?" 

" It was to tell her again of my love, good senor. To tell 
her, that by her father I had been driven from her presence ; 
thai I had resolved to obey the stem command, and to en- 
treat that she would love me still, and give me hope, that, 
when with better fortune crowned, I yet might call her mine. 
These, noble senor, and these only, were the objects of my 
visit." 

'< I believe you," replied Don Carlos, after a moment's re- 
flection ; " I believe you, and will even now make amends 
for my late error, by saying I had already resetted the course 
that I had pursued towards you this evening. My daughter 
has but just now left the apartment, and her last words were 
in your behalf. See, I was in the very act of addressing you 
when your rash intrusion did so well-nigh turn the current 
of my favor ; but I believe what you have told me, and will 
immediately send my daughter to you." 
' As he said this, he turned from the apartment, leaving Ci- 
enfuego in a state of bewildered conjecture as to the true pur- 
port of his words. The transition was so sudden that he 
could not realize it. Hope, doubt, fear lest he should be 
betrayed into the hands of justice for his unlawful intrusion, 
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ahemately held poetessum of his thoughts, ui^ the length 
Oi time that he had been left alone almost gave the latter the 
ascendency. " Can it be possible," thought be, '' that my 
Other's friend would act so base a part ? No ! no ! it cannot 
be. Ha ! the clock strikes eleven, and I have been even 
now three howrs from home. Ah, my poor sister ! Should 
he deceive me, what will become of that poor girl ! Shall I 
remain t I can escape as I entered, by the window. No, 
Uiat were too cowardly ! Here lies my poniard ; with this 
for my companion, I will await the issue of this foolish ad- 
venture." 

With thoughts like these his mind was tossed during the 
tedious delay, until, placing the weapon in his belt, he seated 
himself, determined to abide the result. Nor did he wait long, 
for at the next moment the door of the apartment opened, 
and, pde as death, Fortunata stood before him. 

Cienfuego arose, and handing her to a seat, said — 

** Alas, my beloved, I read my sentence in your counte- 
nanee« Your father has sent you to see me for the last time ; 
he commands you to forget me, but oh, Fortunata, surely that 
cannot be. That I do love you, read the evidence in this 
one act, where I have perilled life and ev^y thing to gain 
the sweet yet fearful privilege to sKyfareweU — ^to tell you 
3rour cruel father's mandate, and to entreat that you will love 
me still and ever. Oh ! I do hope, my girl, that time will give 
me favor in his eyes ; that fortune, which has frowned so 
much of late, will bless me yet again with means to claim 
you as my wife. Your father wrongs me, Fortunata ; he 
seoms me because of my poverty." 

** Nay, Cienfuego," said the trembling girl, " you wrong 
my father with ungenerous doubts. He hath repented of his 
harsh intent, and even now hath given a full consent that we 
shaU wed." 

*' Consent f exclaimed the startled lover, pressing the af- 
foctionate girl to his bosom. He could say no more, and a 
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raptmtms silence, in which tears of joy were copiously mln- 
gied, was at length broken by the voice of Fortunata. 

" Have you not, indeed, wronged my father ?" she said, in 
tones almost stifled with emotion. 

" Oh, past all forgiveness !" exclaimed the happy youth. 
" Yet will I claim it on my knees. Ah, my beloved, ^e 
bliss of this one moment would repay, a thousand-lbld, an 
age of misery such as I have known." 

" Then listen further," said the maiden ; «* since I know 
you love me for myself, I will inform you that my father haA 
given not only his consent to our union, but, as a dower, all 
his possessions in the south, which, as you well know, are 
large." 

" Generous man ! oh, he was worthy of my father's love ; 
and as my father loved him, so will I. How could I so 
have wronged him with my doubts ! Fortunata, forgive me." 

" All is forgiven," she replied ; " and now, until to-morrow, 
we must part. My father sends these pistols as your safe- 
guard through the town, for these are troublous times, my 
Cienfuego, and none may know at what moment he may need 
defensive means. To-morrow we will be happy." 

Tenderly embracing the dearest object of his soul, Cien- 
fuego would have lingered still, but at that instant the chiding 
tongue of time told one. He started at the sound, as the re- 
membrance of his sister crossed his mind, and, imprinting a 
fervent kiss upon the brow of his beloved, he bade a last 
good-night, and left the house. 

Having placed the pistols in his belt, with his cloak drawn 
close about him, and his heart filled with glowing anticipa- 
tions of delight, he hurried on to convey the cheering intelli- 
gence of his happiness to that sister whose eyes he knew 
Were streaming bitter tears at his delay. " Ah, my sweet 
girl," thought he, " I will repay you for the anguish you now 
suffer, with words of hope and joy !" His mind thus em- 
ployed, and anxious to reach home speedily, he neglected 

23* 
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the precaution l&at he had employed in the eariy part of the 
night, and, taking the nearest route, passed tbrou^ the most 
frequented thoroughfares, until he was started from his reve- 
ry, by the challenge of a patrol. Looking about him, ke 
perceived that he was near the residence of the governor, 
and in an instant was surrounded by the guard. 

*< Who are you ?" demanded the officer of the guard. 

*« My name is Cienfuego," he replied. 

" Why do you walk so late, senor V* 

" I have been visiting a friend, and am now on my way to 
my own residence, which lies in the Calle -- — -." 

" You are well armed for a visitor, I perceive," said the 
officer, drawing aside his cloak ; ^ a poniard and pistols." 

" Yed, seiior ; it is necessary to be armed in times like 
these. But, if you doubt my peaceable intent, I pray you 
send a guard with me to my residence." 

«* That is a greater favor than I have power to grant. My 
orders are to arrest all who are found with arms upon then^ 
and conduct them before the governor;" 

" But surely you will not detain me. I pray you send in- 
formation to Don Carlos, at whose house I have spent ibe 
evening. He will satisfy you in a moment that this arrest 
is unnecessary. You will at least so far indulge me." 

** I cannot disobey an order ; you will therefore go with 
US, and satisfy his ExceUenza in person." 

He was at once disarmed, and led to the house of Rosas, 
who, as has before been stated, watched by night and slept 
by day. On reaching the house, the arms of Cienfuego were 
sent in, with information that the person on whom they were 
found was in custody ; and orders were speedily returned, 
directing that he should be securely bound and h^ till 
morning, when the governor would give him audience. The 
hands of the young man were accordingly tied tightly behmd 
his back, ^md in this condition he was left under a guard until 
daylight, when he was ushered into the presence of the die 
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tatoT* So tighdy had the thong beoa drawn about his whata 
that the blood was actually oozing from beneath his finger- 
nails, and he begged that they might be released. Disregardt 
ing his entreaties, Rosas exhibited the (nstols and poniard, 
saying — 

" Young man, do you know these weapons ?" 

" Yes, senor ; they are mine." 

'* If you would save your life, then, confess to me who are 
your accomplices in the act that you intended to perform." 

*' Senor, I had no act in contemplation save that of reach- 
ing my home in safety." 

" Liar !" exclaimed Rosas, '< name your accomplices in 
this attempt upon my life, or here I swear that you shall be 
dragged from street to street, before your execution ; they 
ahall see that one at least is in my power." 

" Your life, senor !" said Cienfuego, in astonishment j " be- 
lieve me, I never thought to harm you in any manner, nor 
have I an accomplice." 

'* You mil not confess," said Rosas, stamping with rage. 
<* Guards ! let him be shown as an example ; bear him 
through the town !" 

The order was promptly obeyed, and the unfortunate pris- 
oner, bare-headed, bound, and su£[ering, was dragged through 
the principal streets. On the way he was seen by Don Car- 
los and his daughter, who had just left home on their way to 
mass, and no sooner was he recognised by the lady than, ut- 
tering a piercing shriek, she fell insensible on the pavement. 
Tbe first act of the old man was to see his daughter borne 
carefully home ; then, without waiting for her recovery from 
the swoon, he ordered medical attendance forthwith, and hast- 
ened to the house of the governor, taking with him two or 
tbree of Cienfuego's letters of love that had been found upon 
the person of Fortunata. 

Arrived at the house, he immediately sent his name to Ro- 
MS, begging an immediate interview ; but, after having been 
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detained an hour, mxffenng the most intense anxiety, an aid- 
de-camp appeared, who asked the nature of his business, 
and stated that the goyemor could not be seen. The old man 
informed the officer of what he had witnessed, assured him 
that the young man was guiltless of any crime, and, to prove 
the innocence of his last night's employment, stated that he 
was a suitor to his daughter, had passed the evening at his 
house, and finally placed the letters in his hand to be shown 
to the governor. They were accordingly taken in, but all 
was vain. Rosas refused to listen to any testimony, and, al- 
though he retained the letters, sent orders for Don Carlos to 
retire. The old gentleman, sick at heart, turned from the 
door, at the moment that the guard returned with their ex- 
l^austed and panting prisoner. Cienfuego, who was borne 
by two of the guard, being himself unable to stand, raised his 
eyes imploringly to the old man for protection. Alas! he 
could not impart a ray of hope — too well he knew that death 
must end the scene ; and, crossing himself devoutly, he 
turned, with a thrill of horror, from the terrible picture before 
him. 

Hastening to his daughter's chamber, he found her still 
insensible. Kneeling at her bedside, he uttered a prayer for 
her safety, and, by the efforts of those in attendance, she 
was at length restored to consciousness. 

" Oh, my father," she exclaimed, rising from the pillow, as 
she perceived the old man at her side, '< tell me, tell me, 
was it Cienfuego that I saw, or is this all a horrid dream ?" 

'* Be calm, my dear child," said the father, his old eyes 
wet with tears ; ** be calm. The ways of Providence are 
mysterious — ^we cannot comprehend them ; let us, therefore, 
pray and hope for the best." 

She heard no more ; the fearful truth was revealed to her 
in all the terrible certainty of a fatal result, and with a groan 
that seemed to shake her very frame, she sank again exhaust- 
ed on her pillow. With real cause for apprehension, her 
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fabler now htmg over Uie inanimate form of his child, wring- 
ing his hands^ and calling her loadly by name. She heard 
Mm not. The shock had frozen the already chilly current 
of her life, and the sweet spirit, in the unsullied purity of a 
rirtuous existence, was wafted to its Creator. 

Suffering under the inhuman inflictions, Cienfuego was lit- 
erally carried before the governor a second time. He was 
ordered to stand erect, but this he was unable to do, and his 
support being withdrawn, he fell almost prostrate, resting 
upon his knees, and in that posture begged that his hands, 
which were black and swollen, might be released from their 
agony. With a smile that would have become a demon 
gloating over the object of infernal torture, Rosas locked 
upon him. 

" Axe you prepared," said he, " to name your confeder- 
ates ?" 

** Senor, I have no confederates. Before Grod, I am inno- 
cent of this accusation." 

" Let him be taken to the castle, and to death !" was the 
immediate order; and, in compliance therewith, the poor 
wretch was socm incarcerated in a dungeon, when, unable 
longer to bear up against his suflerings, both of body and 
mind, he fell to the ground, exhausted and insensible. 

For a space of about four hours he remained in a condition 
that was neither of life nor death, and when at length he re- 
turned to a state of consciousness, he perceived, by the dim 
light of a small lamp, which served to make the gloom more 
fearful, the figure of a friar, in his sombre robes, leaning over 
him. In one hand the friar held the lamp, while with the other 
he presented to the sight of the youth a symbol of the cross. 

•* My son," said the friar, as he perceived the signs of re- 
turning animation. 

''Holy father," responded the bewildered prisoner, in a 
v6ice scarce audible, '* holy father, tell me, where am I ? 
What does this portend ?" 
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<< Surely, my son, yoo are net igaoiui ef 3raiir coadMOBt" 
said the friar. " Prepexe, then* and rec^ve from me the 
consolation that our holy religion affords ; unborden to me the 
weight which most afflict yonr soid, that thus I may prepare 
you, by the holy influences of heavenly mercy, (or the change 
that you are soon to experience.'' 

" But why is this, holy father ? Why do you seek con- 
fession from me ? and why do you speak thus, as though I 
were a criminal, condemned to death 1" 

'* Alas, my son, to death you are condemned." 

"To death! By whom? For what?" 

« By inrder of the governor, my son. This night yoa 
die." 

Cienfuego was silent, and the friar again exhorted him to 
confession ; but the unhappy prisoner made no response. At 
that moment an officer, with two soldiers, entered the cell ; 
Cienfuego was lifted to his feet, and suf^rted in that posi- 
tion ; the thong that bound his wrists was unfastened, and 
his helpless and disfigured hands fell heavily at his side. An 
ex{Nression of mournful sympathy was in every face. 

" Now," said he, *' I hope for mercy ; my innocence is 
proved, and I shall be set at liberty." 

The officer, with a down-cast look, replied, as he drew a 
paper (torn his pocket, and broke the seal — 

" Young man, I know not the nature of this <Nrder, but I 
am directed to read it in your presence ; and whatever it may 
be, I hope you will receive it as becomes a man. Then, 
opening the order, he read as follows — 

" To the Commandant at the public castle — 

" The prisoner Cienfuego must be shot before the fifUi 
hour of the coming morning." 

This order was signed with the Rublico of Rosas.* 

* The official ngnatore of Roeas is, (after the manner of many who 
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Gittii^go, beii^ n^bomid, was now able to stand upon his 
£9et. And the officer, having ordered the sddiers to retire. 
Said to him, kbtdly; — 

'^ My young friend, no alternative now remains ; it becomes 
yon therefore to prepare for death, and to meet it as becomes 
a Christian and a man. To this end you will be allowed the 
latest moment in my power, and this holy man will remain 
your companion." 

Then, addressing the friar, he said — 

" Holy father, we would sometimes gladly avoid the per- 
fonnance of our official duties, but you know that the gover- 
bcmt's orders are imperatire, and must be obeyed." 

He was about to retire, when Cienfuego arrested his al- 
tenticm. 

*^ Senor," said he, in a calm voice, ^* if indeed all hope of 
life is past, as a dying man, I would entreat of you one fa^ 

TOT." 

<' Nunc it, senor, and if it is not inconsistent with my du- 
ty, it shall be granted." 

'' I have a sister, senor, whom I would fain see before I 
die--4m only sister ; and while I fear that to behdd me in 
this extremity would distract her, yet I feel, as I have no 
crime upon my conscience, that if I could but see her for a 
moment, and leave with her the forgiveness of my enemies, I 
could die content. And then, good senor, there is yet an- 
other — ^I would — ^no, no ; beloved Fortunata, you shall be 
spared this anguish ! I pray you, seiior, let me behold my 
sister ere I die !" 

" Would it were in my power so to do," replied the officer, 
in a voice that revealed his emotion ; " but it is forbidden 
that you shall hold converse with any from without* Pardon 
me, such are my orders." 

have preceded him,) the RuhlieOf al mste cij^er or flourish; his name 
does not, or, at the time of which I write, did not attach to any of his pid>- 
lic documents. 
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'' C^ ! iiiy poor girl, what will baeomo c^yoa !" «3iekuiiied 
the prisoner, as the officer retired. '* Alone ! alone ! In this 
cold world, with none to comfort or protect you ! Oh ! had 
I listened to the prophetic admonitions of your vmce, this 
evil had not fallen upon us !" 

" Confess, my son," said the priest, " and prepare for that 
mercy which is ever open to the contrite heart." 

'' Confess ! holy father ; I have no confession to make. I 
am innocent of all this charge ; and yet I fear to die ! How 
can I die ! In youth, in health, in strength ! I must not die ! 
I cannot die ! I cannot give up so soon the promised hopes 
of life and joy ! Father, I will not die ! As you hope for 
mercy, s<we me ! save me /" 

" Beloved son, be calm," said the friar, raising the crucifix 
before him ; '* be calm, and hear me : to flatter your mind 
with hope at this awful crisis, would be an act of guilt and 
deception. No earthly power can save you now. Let me 
implore you, then, to prepare for the worst ; forget the world 
and its corruptions, and turn your thoughts to that bright home 
of rest, where sorrow is not known. My son, my son, be calm !" 

The doomed man paced the cell, disregarding the exhorta- 
tions of his companion, and exclaiming, frantically — 

'* I cannot die ! I will not die ! Now, ForUmata, you are 
mine, mine forever! I am innocent, and it is proved!- I 
come to you, love ! I come ! I come !" 

The priest fell upon his knees, and, trembling with horror, 
prayed for the soul of the maniac before him. The reason 
of Cienfuego had fled its seat ; and, with wild and incohe- 
rent expressions of alternate joy, sorrow, hope, despair, and 
defiance, his wandering mind beguiled the time until the 
night had passed, and the morning hours told one by one the 
moment of approaching doom. 

Before the fourth hour had passed, his executioners ap- 
peared. The door of his dungeon was opened, and six sol- 
diers stood at the entrance. 
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> *' Do not detdn tne, 86iM>r,'' said tbe maniac, addressing the 
officer ; " my innocence has been proved, and I am to be re- 
leased — ^let me go ! let me go ! my sister awaits my coming !" 

Totally unconscious of the object, he was led into the 
cartil by stem men, whose hearts were melted at his misery ; 
there he was seated upon a bench, and the file of soldiers 
was drawn up but a few feet from him. The officer averted 
his face ; the deadly weapons were presented ; the signal 
was given ; and at the next instant the body of Cienfuego 
rolled heavily and lifeless upon the ground ! 

His sister Carolina, who, almost frantic, had sought for 
him in every direction, learned, on the previous evening, that 
her brother was confined in the castle, and inunediately hastened 
to that place, in hopes of gaining admission. She applied at 
the guarded entrance, and with the most violent entreaty, 
begged to see her brother, if only for a moment ; but she was 
told that none could be admitted ; and, after exhausting every 
means of persuasion in vain, she sat down upon the cold 
steps of his prison, and poured out her anguish in a flood of 
bitter tears. Driven at length from this spot, she wandered 
the livelong night, about the building, continually weeping, 
wringing her hands, and praying to heaven for succo^. Soon 
after day had dawned, she perceived that the entrance was 
left ungarded, the sentinel having left his post to witness the 
execution ; embracing the opportunity, she sprang, noiseless 
as a thing of air, through the door, and was gliding through 
the passage which leads to the coral, when the report of the 
volley that sent her brother to his last account, fell like thun- 
der upon her ears. Springing forward, and uttering a piercing 
shriek, she flew past the guard at the inner door, and saw the 
bleeding corpse of her brother, ere the smoke from the deadly 
weapons had been dissipated ! But she knew him not — she, 
too, ha^ been made a maniac ; and rushing from the spot, 
she ran wildly through the streets, towards the governor's 
house, calling constantly upon Cienfuego. 

24 
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By Rosas she was ordered into confiaementy where her 
raving continued until nature was completely exhausted ; and 
before another mom had dawned, she joined her brother in 
the spirit4and. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

Oiibe sent into the Interior — ^The Dofia Manuela, daughter of Rosas — 
Running the Blockade in Rowboats from Montevideo — Interview be- 
tween Masa and Rosas — Masa continues his effi>rts against the Ex- 
ecutive Fower->*6rutal PoUcy of the Dictator—Treacherous Arrest 
of Don Francisco Masa, and Murder of young Juan. 

In the mean time Rosas was carrying on his measures for 
another reduction of the provinces, and having gathered a 
strong power, dispatched Oribe at the head of an army into 
the interior, with orders to give no quarter where he should 
meet with opposition ; and, as the result proved, the miniQn 
was not unworthy of his mission. Step by step he moved 
from province to^ province, from town to town, marking his 
route with murder and carnage, until he arrived at Tucuman. 
Here he established his head-quarters^ and by acting in con« 
cert with Rosas, the one near the north, and the other at the 
south of the republic, each with an army at his back, they 
managed to preserve an equilibrium of awe sufficient for their 
ends. The provinces were again placed in an attitude of 
complete submission. 

From Tucuman Oribe sent, as a fit tribute of his valor, and 
as an appropriate gift to the Dona Manuela, daughter of Ro- 
sas, the salted ears of a Unitarian officer named Borda ; these 
were afterwards kept in a glass case, and often exhibited by the 
lady to the visitors at her father's house. 

This young woman seemed to partake fully in all the san- 
guine and vicious traits of her father. She has been known 
to sport with the decapitated heads of his victims as they 
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have lain upon the ground in the yard, and to have looked 
upon an execution, or the cutting of a throat, if such can be 
called an execution, as mere pastime. Hosas, it is well 
known, kept in his household, after the manner of the iron- 
fisted monarchs of old, a couple of jesters, or, as they are 
more commonly termed, fools ; and whenever this young lady 
wished to obtain an especial favor from her father, she would 
get one of these fellows to place himself at " all fours," and 
then mounting astride his back, would, in that position, ride 
into' his presence, and with mock humility present her peti- 
tion. Her ludicrous attitude always put the dictator in a 
good humor, and secured the wishes of the petitioner. 

VariiMis attempts at negotiation had been made by the 
French, but without success. The blockade still continued 
in full force, and the Montevideans, availing themselves of 
the opportunity afforded for enormous profits, were nightly 
engaged in running the blockade with rowboats, filled with 
outside produce, as teas, coffee, sugar, &c. <&c., upon which 
fortunes were realized. Seventy and eighty cents per pound 
was paid for sugar, and proportionate prices for other arti- 
cles. The character of these speculations was naturally 
hazardous, and some of the boats were intercepted ; but on 
one occasion, in an attempt to prevent the accomplishment 
of one of these mercantile expeditions, the Frenchmen came 
off decidedly " second best," and even with the loss of three or 
four oncers and men. In this instance the boat <^ the trading 
party was discovered moving towards the shore, about twelve 
leagues from the oity of Buenos Ayres, and a boat from one 
of the French vessels immediately started, with a small 
ctew, in pursuit. The traders had considerably the start, 
but the weight of their cargo placed them under a disadvan- 
tage ; besides, their propelling force was not more than half 
that of their pursuers. It was broad daylight, and the peo- 
ple from the shore, seeing the chase and the odds, and being 
at the same time desirous to obtain the benefit of the produce. 
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of which they stood in need, detennined, as far as they could, 
to assist in the escape. Some fifteen or twenty men, there- 
fore, armed with muskets, ran down towards a small creek, 
in the direction of which the chase seemed to tend, and con- 
cealed themselves among the bushes upon its margin. From 
their hiding-place they could s^e both parties, and the scene 
grew more and more exciting as they neared the shore, the 
pursuers gaining rapidly on the pursued at every stroke of 
their oars. The latter, however, bent on with aU their might, 
and entered the mouth of the creek not more than a dosen 
lengths ahead of the Frenchmen ; straining every nerve, 
they shot up the creek, and, as they reached the spot where 
the witnesses had assembled, a man in the prow of the French 
boat was just raising his boat-hook to fasten upon the stem 
of the merchantmen. A shot from the ambush caused the 
hook to fall into the stream, and brought the man who wield- 
ed it prostrate among the oarsmen ; and at the next instant 
three or four shots were fired into the boat, effectually put- 
ting an end to the chase. This done, the party on shore 
moved quietly from the spot ; the boat, with its cargo of mer- 
chandise, entered its port in safety, and the Frenchmen re- 
turned to their vessel, having lost, as was afterwards stated, 
one officer and two men. 

Having dispatched Oribe into the country, Rosas turned 
his especial attention to matters near home. The disaffec- 
tion of the people of Buenos Ayres became at length too 
palpable to be mistaken : they felt like men who were actu- 
ated by an honorable impulse, and that, in so good a cause 
as that of freeing their country from oppression, they must 
shrink f^om no duty or danger that might be set before them. 
Rosas heard of what was going forward, and denounced it 
as a treasonous conspiracy. The interposition that Presi- 
dent Masa had often put forward to stay him in his career of 
blood, had already raised the animosity of the dictator against 
him, yet the position held by the worthy man, and the uni- 

24* 
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venal high esteem enCartained for him by all the people, in* 
daoed Rosas, for some time, to bridle his resentment, and al- 
low him to continue in his office ; but that he had dared even 
to diink of curtailing the executive power was a crime not to 
be passed over silently. He sent for his old protector, and 
demanded of him how far he was concerned in the new 
conspiracy against him and his government. 

Masa rejdied as a father would have replied to a son. He 
stated that the pe<^le were suffering from his abuse of the 
power that had been placed in the executive hands, and that 
they were desirous of so amending their plan of government 
as to place the right of electing representatives in the hands 
of the citizens, by universal suffrage, and of limiting the 
power of the executive. 

" And so, senor !" exclaimed the t3rrant, grating his teeth, 
" the venerable Don Masa, whom I have honored with the 
direction of the house of representatives, is in league with 
this gang of Unitarian traitors." 

" Traiti>rs ! senor !" 

** Ay, traitors J You would league with the damned 
Frenchmen who are now at our doors, and join them in their 
attempt to rob us of our territory in the Banda Oriental. Is 
not this treason ? You would set the devils of the interior 
against the constituted authorities, and teach them to cut the 
throat of their captain-general. Is not this treason ? Yo« 
would embroil the country in another civil war, raise up new 
aspirants for the executive chair, and turn the country into a 
second pandemonium ! But Oribe will manage that, and if 
he leaves a living Unitarian oii his route he is no true Fed- 
eral. Traitors ! yes, traitors ! and you, Don Masa, have even 
taken the lead with them." 

" Don Rosas," replied Masa, with firm and dignified bear- 
ing, *' the man who strove to teach you the first principles of 
national policy, has no afiinity with treason or traitors ; he 
seeks only the general good, and would gladly attain that by 
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legitimate and peacefol measares. If a foreign power is at 
oar doors, who but Rosas hath brought it there ? If our 
country hath sufiered civil war, who but Rosas, with his tow* 
ering ambition, and his sketch of power, did raise the broil ? 
Is the life of the captain-general threatened, who but himself, 
by a ruthless and bloody course, hath brought this danger up- 
on him ? Talk not of treason, senor ; the people of this re- 
public have suffered long and grievously, and would, by legit- 
imate means alone, secure a real independence." 

^ And Don Masa would aid them in their honest en^ 
deavor ?" 

*• He would." 

". And be, perchance, their captain-general himself ?** 

" I have no ambition," Don Rosas, " save for my country's 
good ; nor would I accept advancement." 

" A true patriot," said Rosas, ironically ; " and, doubtless, 
if his counti^'s good should require such sacrifice, Don 
Masa would even lay down the office that he holds ?" 

" Most cheerfully, seiior." 

<< His resignation, then, will be expected speedily ; and 
so, seiior, I wish you a very good morning." 

Don Masa retired with an indignant, yet determined mind. 
To resign his office at that moment, would be to place a great 
obstacle in the way of lAie success which he fondly hoped to 
obtain, through the action of the representatives ; and after a 
consultation with certain of his friends, he determined to re- 
tain his place, unless he should be compelled to vacate it, 
under a direct order to that effect. Not receiving the ex- 
pected resignation, Rosas determined to adopt a course of 
policy that should compel Masa to retire. Had the president 
of the house been any other man, the seat would at once 
have been vacated by a summary process, which Rosas 
knew well how to employ ; but towards his benefactor, there 
was still left in his breast a lingering feeling of respect, 
which forbade for a time any direct assault upon his person. 
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Two or three weeks, howerer, passed away, and still Don 
Masa kept his position as president of the house, conrers- 
ing with the members upon the necessity of a change in &e 
powers of the executive, and using erery honorable means to 
bring them to a consideration, not of its importance, (for that 
was already felt,) but of the measures necessary to produce 
the change. Every member of that body knew that to op- 
pose Rosas, was to place his own life in jeopardy ; and the 
progress of the worthy Masa was necessarily slow. He 
feared nothing for himself, for, with all his knowledge of the 
dictator's ferocious disposition, he never believed that he 
would dare to aim against his life ; and in the performance 
of a conscientious right, he feh that every member ought, at 
least, to express himself, and give his vote without the fear of 
consequences. 

Don Francisco, the son of Masa, had been quartered, with 
his regiment, at the south of the province, ever since the 
people in that direction had shown a disposition to resist their 
oppressor ; but, as he was betrothed to the daughter of a dis- 
tinguished family in the city, he made frequent visits to, and 
occasionally spent several da3rs in town ; and on one occa- 
sion, as he was on his way to visit the house of his betrothed, 
he was accosted by a stranger, so muffled in his cloak as ef- 
fectually to conceal his person and features. 

" Is this the Col. Don Masa ?" the stranger inquired. 

" That is my name," he replied. 

<* Beware," said the stranger ; then, handing a sealed note 
to Masa, he added, " This will explain my meaning," and 
immediately turned from the spot. 

" What can all this mean ?" thought the colonel, as he ap- 
proached a light, for the purpose of examining the note. 
•* This fellow is very mysterious ; and surely, if he were a 
friend, he need not hide his face." 

He opened the note, and, by the light of a lamp, tead as 
follows — 
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" C<d. Maa»— 

" Beware ! the tyrant seeks yonr life, and the life of 
your father !" 

" Nonsense !" thought the colonel, as he finished perusing the 
note ; '' this is some trick to frighten me. I will go at (mce to 
the governor, and show the missive.'' 

He went accordingly to the house of Rosas, where he met 
one of the cabinet ministers, to whom he exhibited the note. 

'^ This is singular, indeed," said that personage ; '* let us 
see what the governor will say of it," and at once led the way 
into the presence, and placed the paper in the governor's hands. 

" Who gave you this letter. Col. Masa ?" inquired Rosas, 
when he had read it. «.- 

" I know not, senor ; it was given to me in a most myste- 
rious manner." 

" Then why do you come here with such folly ? it is a 
jest, played upon you by your associates. Retire — stay !" 
he added, as the colonel was about to depart. << Has your 
fSither yet prepared his resignation of the presidency ?" 

"I am informed, senor, that he intends presenting it this 
night." 

The governor bowed to signify his satisfaction, and Col. 
Masa retired ; proceeding, without suspicion or fear, directly 
to the residence of the Dona Clara. 

Juan, a brother of this lady, held a commission as captain 
in Rosas' army, and was then at the barracks with his corps. 
Immediately after young Masa had left the government 
house, this officer was sent for by Rosas, and on his arrival 
in the governor's presence, was addressed as follows — 

*< You are here promptly, young seiior ; and it is perhaps 
well that you are* I am told that Col. Masa visits your fa- 
ther's house — is it so ?" 

"It is true, your Excellenza, he often visits my sister, 
Dona Clara." 
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" Very well, I learn that he is at your fair's hou8« at this 
time. You will receire instroctioiis as to what I wish you 
to perform, from Don Juanguin Arranna — wait on him in- 
stantly." 

Wondering what all this mystery could mean, and trembling 
lest some evil might be meditated against his friend, Juan wont 
at once to the chamber of the minister, as directed. There 
he found Don Arranna, with two officers of the army. They 
were evidently waiting for him f for, as he entered the room, 
the minister at once rose and informed him that, with these 
gentlemen, and twenty soldiers, who were in waiting at the 
front door, he must proceed forthwith to the house of his fa- 
ther, and arrest the person of Col. Masa. 

** You must enter the house yourself, placing a guard at the 
front and rear, and secmre him,'' said the minister. ** Alire, 
if possible ; but, dead or alive, secure him !" 

" Holy Virgin 1" exclaimed Juan, struck with consterna- 
tion ; ** why is this ? and why am I selected to arrest my 
friend ?" 

" To save your father, seiior," said the minister, in an un- 
der tone — " to save your father." 

'* My father ! what danger has befallen him ?" 

** He is now a prisoner, young man ; and his safety may 
depend upon the manner in which this duty is performed by 
you." 

" But what is my father's crime ? why is he imprisoned ?" 

" That is not a subject for us to question ; it is enough that 
he has been imprisoned by the governor's direction." 

'* And must I be compelled to tear her lover from my sis- 
ter's arms !" exclaimed the young man. " Senor Arranna, 
this is a hard duty for a brother to perform !" 

" These gentlemen will assist you," replied the minister. 
Then turning to the officers, he said — 

" Senores, you understand your orders ; proceed at once 
with Captain ." 
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PocMT Joan foimd liiinself m one of those extremities with 
which Rosas was accustomed to test the fidelity of his ofii- 
eeis. He was called upon to perform a duty, against which 
the best feelings of man's nature would instinctively revolt ; 
and, on the other hand, he was goaded into acquiescence by 
the certainty of jeoparding the life of his father. No field 
was open for the exercise of those noble traits that would 
enable a man to sacrifice himself for the preservation of 
others ; no opportunity to dis(^ey a cruel or vindictive man- 
date, at the mere risk of his own personal safety — a risk 
which he would cheerfully have encountered to have saved 
his friend, and avoided the humiliation of violating, himself, 
the sanctity of his own father's house : no, the spirit was 
hemmed in upon all sides, and could find no avenue of 
escape. His £Either was the hostage of his actions ; and the 
bloody picture of his murdered corse was held up before his 
ejea, as the price of his fidelity to the orders of hid master. 

At the door the detachment of twenty men was found, 
awaiting their orders to march, and Juan led them away. 
His feelings prompted him to disobedience, and then the 
danger of his father presented itself to his mind, till his 
whole brain was in a whirl, and he was startled from his 
re very by the voice of one of the officers. 
' *< You lead us wrong, captain," said the man ; " let me di- 
rect you." 

Taking a new direction, they were soon at the place of 
^heir destination. One of the officers, taking a file of six 
men^ moved to the rear of the house ; the other proposed to 
mount guard with an equal number in front, while Juan should 
enter with the eight remaining men. Juan stood irresolute, 
and was about to direct the men to " order arms," in order, 
with the noise, to give notice to Masa, when one of the men, 
approaching him from the ranks, said — 

♦* Remember, captain, your father is a prisoner." 

Juan started, for in the voice of the man he recognised 
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that of a first-lieutenant of his own regiment, and aa heart- 
less a devotee of Rosas, as Rosas himself could wish for. 
A cold chill ran through the frame of the commandant, and, 
in a tone of astonishment, he pronounced the name of the 
man who stood before him. 

" You are right, captain," said he ; " and here are seven 
others, all officers, who will have the honor of entering the 
house with you." 

The same man then advanced and knocked at the door, 
when the Dona Clara, going to the window, perceived the 
guard. Throwing up the sash, she demanded their business,- 
and was answered by the former spokesman — 

" We wish admittance to your house, 8e&>ra ; please send 
and open the door." 

** What can this mean !" she exclaimed, turning to Col 
Masa, who was at that moment bracing his sword belt. 
" Danger threatens you, my dear Francisco ; shall I admit 
them?" 

" Most certainly, my dear girl," he replied, " let them come 
in ; if they search for me, I shall not avoid them." 

But it was unnecessary to open the door, it was at that 
moment forced, and the party entered, with Juan (who at that 
moment supposed that his presence might be of service to 
his friend) at their head. Advancing to the parlor, where the 
Colonel and Doiia Clara were awaiting their approach in 
breathless anxiety, Juan addressed Masa, saying, in a voice 
scarce audible — 

" Colonel, by order of the governor, you are a prisoner — 
give me your arms." 

At the same instant four nraskets were levelled at him, and 
the lady, springing between the weapons and her lover, up- 
braided her brother for his participation in so dastardly au 
act. 

" Fire ! villains," said she, addressing the soldiers, " and 
let it be said that I was murdered by ray own brother !" 
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** Hold off your weapons !" exclaimed Juan ; " there is no 
need of force !" 

" Remember your father," replied the lieutenant. 

** I do ! God knows I do ! and it is for his sake that I am 
forced to this position !" Turning to Col. Masa, who now 
held the insensible form of the Dona Clara, (for she had 
tinted at the mention of hejr father's danger,) he said — 

" Colonel, do you surrender ?" 

'' On one condition," replied M asa, as he gave the lady in 
charge of her mother and a servant, and drew his pistols from 
his belt — ^" on one condition, I am your prisoner." 

" Name it, senor." 

" Give me ten minutes privacy, and I will accompany you." 

" It is granted," said Juan ; and with the rest of the guard, 
who moved with reluctance, he left the apartment, closed the 
door behind him, and went to a room below. 

Obtaining ink and paper, young Masa hastily wrote to his 
^Either a precaution to make good his escape while there was 
yet time, and placed it in the hands of a trusty maid in the 
service of Dona Clara, urging her to deliver it into his fa- 
cer's hands without an instant of delay. The girl received 
her message with an eagerness which showed her desire to 
serve him ; and at that moment the voice of young Juan was 
heard. loudly remonstrating with his men, who were evident- 
ly striving to get up stairs, and, in their altercation, he was 
heard to exclaim, with a tone of determination-^- 

" The time is not yet expired, and, by my soul, you shall 
not pais !" 

*^ You are a traitor !" responded another voice, and at the 
next instant Francisco was at the side of his noble friend at 
the top of the stairs ; another moment, and a volley of four 
nuisket-balls, fired from the foot of the stairs, brought them 
both to the floor. Grasping his sword, Francisco rose upon 
bis knee, when another shot laid him helfdess beside the dy- 
.•ing Juan. 

25 



290 CITIL WARS Ot 

The cowardly rufBan^ then Tentured to approach them ; 
both were still alive ; a carro was procured, into which they 
were thrown, and thus carried to the quartel. Their wounds 
were examined by the surgeon, who pronounced those of 
Juan mortal ; but ere his death he gained strength sufficient 
to inform his friend of all that had passed prior to his anival 
at the house, entreated his forgiveness, and begged that, if 
permitted, he would take to his father, mother, and sister, his 
last prayer for their happiness and welfare. 

It is perhaps needless to depict the anguish of that family 
during this frightful night ; but we will return to the house 
for the purpose of relating another incident connected with 
the tragedy then performing. 

The faithful girl, who had served as the messenger of Fran- 
cisco to his father, returned at a moment when the Dona 
Clara was about to leave the house, and, in the madness of 
despair, to seek her lover at the quartel. She entreated her 
not to venture out ; said she had just come from the house 
of Don Masa, which was surrounded with soldiers, who had 
£red into the windows, and, as she was told, killed the mother 
of the young colonel ; she stated that the Massorcas and sniall 
bands of troops were riding about the streets in every direc- 
tion, and she feared that if the Dona Clara should venture 
forth she would surely be murdered. 

The sounds of martial music, mingled with shouts and cries 
of ^' Viva RoBas," were now heard. The ladies looked from 
the windows, and saw approaching a troop of soldiers, at- 
tended by several of the Massorca club, bearing torches, and 
making night hideous with their yells and cries. " Death to 
the Unitarians! Life to the FedaraU! Viva Rosas T and 
other exclamations of blood-thirsty enthusiasm, were min- 
gled with the sounds of music, in jarring and disctmlant 
confusion. 

But, ^< Who was it that thus cried ?" some reader will in- 
quire. Was it the voice of the people ? of citizens following 
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in the train, who feasted their eyes upon the bloody orgies of 
the Massorcas, and cheered them to their work ? No, no ; 
from scenes like these the citizen averted his face, and shut 
the doors of his house against the tumult : the miserable 
mercenaries of the despot moved alone. 

Arrived in front of the house, the cavalcade halted, send- 
ing up again the terrible shout, " Death to the Unitarians !" 

The Dona Clara had by this time resumed her wonted 
firmness ; yet, while she trembled at the scene before her, 
her spirit grew bold and resolute. Still standing at the win- 
dow, she was called upon to open the door, which the brave- 
hearted serving-maid had already secured, as she best could, 
with a feeble barricade. 

" What do you require now, you men of blood ?** sHe in- 
quired, in reply to the summons. " Is not my father already 
in your power ? Have you not murdered my brother and his 
friend this very night ? and have you come now for our lives ? 
None are now here but my aged mother, my servant, and 
myself. My own life I will freely give, but oh I spare my 
mother, and that innocent girl ; say you will do this, and you 
shall be admitted." 

" No harm is intended to any that you have named," said 
the officer in reply, " and by opening the door you will save 
us the necessity of forcing it." 

The fastenings were accordingly removed, and some eight 
or ten entered the house. The commanding officer went 
direct to the parlor, while his men with torches searched the 
house. 

" Senora," said the officer, politely addressing the Dmia 
Clara, ** I am in search of certain papers said to have been 
left in this house by Col. Masa ; will you do me the favor to 
deliver them ?" 

** I know of no such papers," replied the Dona Clara. 

" Remember, senora, your father is a ]msoner, and your 
compliance with this recjuest may be of service to him" 
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^ A prisoner ! yes, by the order of a tjrrant who seeks the 
blood of our bouse. What can arail with him ? I tell you 
again, I know of no such papers as those you speak of ; and 
if I did, this hand would destroy them, even though it should 
periflh in the flame by which they were consumed.*' 

At that moment the red glare of the torch-light fell upon 
the spot where her brother and her lover had fallen ; point- 
ing to the dark pools which still lay upon the floor, she ex* 
claimed, in broken tones and sobs — 

'* Look here, you minions of the monster ! Here is the 
blood of my brother and my betrothed ; are ye still unsatis- 
fied 1^ and with these words she sank upon her knees, and, 
covering her face with her hands, poured out the fulness of 
her >fbman's heart in floods of tears. 

'< Rise, senora, we have a duty which must be performed," 
said the officer. 

'< Oh ! 3rou have murdered them, and if you have any pity 
left, let me die where they fell ! Kill me, cowards ! even 
here." 

*< They were traitors," said one of the men. 

<< You are a liar !" exclaimed the lady, springing to her 
feet, and seizing the villain's musket. A struggle ensi^d, 
during which the Dona Clara received a bayonet wound in 
the side, and was carried fainting into an adjoining room. 

Son^ of the Mass&rca^ impatient of the delay, had entered 
the house. A general seisirch for papers was begun, the fur- 
niture was broken, drawers and closets ransacked, and as the 
objects of their search were nowhere found, the gang finally 
left the house. This search had been made from the fact 
that nothing treasonable had been found upon Francisco, and 
as, in the opinion of Rosas' minions, any party accused must 
necessarily be guilty, they could only account for the fact by 
the suj^sition that he had secreted the evidence of his guilt 
in the house where he was arrested. 

The father of Don Juan, having been arrested only for the 
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purpose of goading his son to the performance of a revolting 
duty, was at once released, as no evidence, or even suspi- 
cion of a participation in the proceedings of the Unitarians 
attached to him, and he returned to his once happy home, 
now changed, in the space of a few hours, to a scene of 
mournful misery. 

No pen can describe the anguish of his heart. Just re- 
leased from a prison, he heard of the death of his son, 
found his daughter severely wounded by the brutal thrust of 
a bayonet, his wife almost distracted, and his furniture de- 
stroyed ! Let the reader who lives under a blessed govern- 
ment of liberal and equal laws picture to his own imagination 
the su&rings of ^lat nftfta. 

25* 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

AMaMDatkni of the Preddent of the Representativei, Don Manuel dn 
Masa — Affecting Interview in the Prison of Francisco Masa — His Mur- 
der in the Coral — Scenes of Blood — Murder of Col. French, and five 
othera— Noble Sacrifice by a British Officer. 

While the events related in th^Wbregoing chapter were 
occurring, another scene of blood was being enacted at the 
Hall of Representatives, 

Don Manuel de Masa had striven earnestly but in vain for 
the accomplishment of his heart's dearest object, viz. an ac- 
tion of the representatives, that should free his country from 
the grievous evils that were inflicted upon it by the concen- 
tration of all power in the hands of one man ; and he had at 
length determined to remain no longer even the apparent in- 
strument of that power. It was a power that had broken up 
the socisd order of the 4)eople, destroyed the quiet of the re- 
public, torn parents from children, and husbands from wives, 
to untimely and brutal death ; it had deluged the nation with 
blood, raised up anarchy, destroyed all confidence, both pub- 
lic and private, so that no man could look his neighbor in the 
face and feel secure ; it had converted the promised republic 
into a despotism, cruel and bloody as that of Nero ; and all 
hope of present change had fled the old man's heart. The 
frosts of near seventy winters had gathered on his brow ; and 
when he reflected that through his aid the tyrant had been 
raised to power, that brow was bowed in sorrow and self- 
reproach. The venerable patriot wept ! In the silence of 
night he sat in the council-chamber of ihe capital, aldne, save 
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tliat a single secretary sat n^ar him ; his resignation of the 
presidency was before him ; and, slowly folding the docu- 
ment, he placed it in the hands of the secretary, saying — 

" My young friend, you will j^ease convey this, my resig- 
nation, to his Excellenza the governor." 

This done, Don M asa resumed his seat, and with his head 
resting upon his hands, continued his reflections. His mes- 
senger had reached the opposite end of the hall, when a 
sound in the direction of the president's chair arrested his 
attention ; and on looking around, he perceived a man, wrap- 
ped in a cloak, standing in the door of an ante-room, almost 
directly behind the senor. At the next moment another, and 
another, appeared at ^e door ; and with stealthy and noise- 
less steps, two of the men advanced towards their unsuspect- 
ing victim : he was still reclining upon his d«sk, when, with 
fatal force, each of the two assassins plunged a poniard into 
bis body. Masa fell to the floor, struggling in the agonies of 
death, when the third villain approached, and buried his 
weapon to the hilt in his body ; still struggling, the dying 
man raised himself upon his feet, but at the next moment fell 
upon the sofa at his side and expired, without uttering a word, 
A fourth villain at that moment presented himself at a side 
door, and looked on apart ; and as the assassins threw back 
their disguise, one of them revealed the features of Col. 
— , the leader of the Massorctis, The fourth that ap- 
peared was supposed to be no other than Rosas himself, who 
had come, seemingly, to witness the destruction of one who 
had caused him to tremble in his power ; to witness the as- 
sassination of his first benefactor, and his friend ! 

Thus fell the venerable Masa, a martyr in the cause of free- 
dom ! Thus fell, again, the hopes of all who sought for the estab- 
lishment of law and order ! In the death of this man, the people 
saw that neither age, virtue, nor the claims of gratitude, nor all 
combined, were proof against the assassin's steel ; and each 
man trembled in his place, lest he should next become, like 
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Masa, a fruitless Tictim in a rigliteoas came. To hare hdd 
down life, for a snccessful issue of their desires, would hare 
been regarded as a glorious immolation ; but to die like a 
dog, and, by that death, to fasten still closer about their 
friends the chain of oppression, was a thing to make tho 
stoutest shudder. 

A few moments after this murder, I was attracted in the 
direction of the capital, by the appearance of a large body of 
troops, who were drawn up in the street fronting that build^. 
ing ; and as I approached the spot, I found myself entangled 
among the soldiers, some of whom were moving to and fro 
in squads. At this moment it occurred to me that I had 
come into the neighborhood, unconsciously canrying in my 
hand a sword-cane ; a discovery of which would l»ve cost 
me my life. Pideliberately inquired the cause of the unusual 
parade, (for there were at least one thousand men under arms,) 
and was informed that the President Masa had been assassi- 
nated. I could scarce suppress a rising exclamation, that it 
would have been dangerous to have uttered ; but I bit my lip 
till the blood flowed, and, cautiously working my way (rmai 
the scene, hastened to my own house. 

Let us now return to Col. Francisco, whom we lcfi» 
wounded and a prisoner, in the quarteh On the same night 
he was started from a feverish slumber, by the ei^ranoe of 
persons to his prison ; and on looking from his cot, he per- 
ceived an officer, whom he well knew, with four s<ddier8t 
Aj^roaching the bed, the officer laid before the prisoner a 
sheet of blank paper, with pen and ink, saying— 

*' Seiior, I have orders to receive from you, in writing, the 
names of all whom you know to be the enemies of the Gov. 
Rosas." 

" The paper is too small, senor !" repHed Francisco. 

'* Are they so numerous, then ?" 

'* Numerous, my friend ! why their names would Ell a 
thousu^d sheets like that P 
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" Isdeed ^ 

** Af, indeed ! ^am you to the- north and the souUi, to the 
east and ttue west, and ^rou shall find his enemies like grass 
ici the pampas. Nnmerous ! Letliim tell the hairs of his^wn 
accursed head, and three times douUe the account, still they 
shall not give the measure of those who hate him ! All are 
his enemies ! All hate, even while they fear him ! For my- 
self» I have heen his friend, alas! too long; but had I known 
the man, as I sk)uld have known him, this right hand should 
have withered ere it had drawn a blade in his behalf ! Ene- 
mies ! yes, he has enemies, my friend; but I shall write no 
mattes." 

Then, lowering his voice, he ccmtinued — 
** Senor, I hare done you a service in times past ; will you 
do me a favor in return ? I assure you it shaU not conflict 
with your duty." 

** Sefior," readied the officer, speaking so as to be heard by 
^, 'Mf you wish to write, I will withdraw with my soK 
diersP 

" You, senor, may remain. Let the sokUers retire." 
The men were accordingly withdrawn from the apartmenti 
and the door closed and fastened behind them, and as the 
prisoner arose in his bed die other addressed him — 

" Would to God," he said, " that it were in my power to 
release yon from this toil. To you, dear colonel, I owe the 
preservation of my life, and gladly would I pay that debt of 
graUtude, but alas ! my efforts can avul you nothing ; I am 
but a poor subaltern, and, in this emergency, even as helpless 
as yourself." 

" You mistake me, my friend," said Francisco. " I know 
my fate, and would not risk a loir of any other head to avert 
it. But I desire that you will, if possible, make known to 
me, some hours before it come, the time when I must render 
my account to this cold t3rrant's will. TeU me also, now, 
what of my father, and my dear Clara — ^her lather, all ; hare 
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they been sacrificed ? Speak to me as a soldier ; iet^ tlie 
worst. Say boldly that my (ather is dead, my Clara in a 
dmgeon. I hare realized it all Mready, aod you caoaot 
make me more miserable by a confirmation of my feanu 
Speak, my friend ; tell me all." 

^ Your Clara is at her own home,** said his frien4> with m 
fiiltering voice. 

" There's comfort. Proceed. 

" Her father is released, and is now with his family." 

" Another drop. Co on : my father ! speak of him." 

But the officer could say no more. Tears were in hia 
eyes, and he turoed aside to conceal them. Francisco gazed 
a moment upon him with intense anxiety, and in sUence, 
then, as though his heart had been upon his words^ he ez- 
dain^d — 

" Why do you keep silence ? My father ! I say my fa* 
ther \ You would not have me think that his gray hairs are 
stained with bk>od. Oh, no ! the tyrant, demon as he is, 
could not do that. He was his friend in youth — his stay — 
his benefactor — ^his all. Oh, he could not, he dare not 
strike at him !" He could say no more ; the brave-hearted 
Franmseo — the man who had stood the iihock of batdes with* 
out a quivering nerve— wept now like a woman. 

" Would that this task had fallen into other hands," said the 
kind-hearted man at his side. " You claim from me the per-^ 
formance of a most ungenerous duty ; you have charged me 
lo tell the worst, and yet I have told you all but that ; yo^ 
own anticipations, senor, may supply the words I have no$ 
spoken." 

** Yet speak again ; tell me my father is arrested, impris- 
<med — ^nay, condemned, if you must ; but do not say that he 
is dead r 

" Then should I be false, and deceive you indeed." 

Francisco spoke not, but covered his face with his hands, 
and in silence, and n^ntal prayer, poured out the agony of 
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hxB soul. The silence was at lengdi broken by the afficer, 
'who, in a voice of kindness, said — 

** Senor, I fear that my stay will bring me into danger. 
My men await without, and will, if my stay be much pro*' 
longed, report our interview. I pray you, then, permit me 
to execute my order and retire. ** 

" Well, ray friend, what is your order 1^ inquired the un« 
fortunate prisoner. 

'* It is that I shall obtain from you a disclosure of the names 
of those who are in league against the governor." 

*' I shall make no disclosure, senor ; pray retire." 

^ Nay, as your friend, let me entreat you ; for by this you 
will secure a pa^^bn and release." 

^ Pardon !" exclaimed Francisco, his pride at once over- 
coming his emotion. *' Pardon ! Does the tyrant think that 
I would stoop to him for pardon ? He is the offender, and 
not I. It is his guilt diat frames these phantoms of con^pi* 
racies, and leagues, and plots, against his life ; it is his guilt 
diat haunts him in his dreams, and startles him with shadows, 
doubts, and fear. WeH may he tremUe, for his day wiU 
some time come with a retribution that will be terrible. Go 
to the tyrant with my answer ; tell him that I, the son of 
Don Manuel de Masa, abhor and defy him." 

The oficer, finding that he could obtain no disclosure, 
then shook him by the hand and bade a kind farewell. In- 
stead, however, of giving the answer of Francisco as he had 
received it,,he simply reported to the minister that he had n<^ 
been able to elicit the slightest information. This was made 
known to Rosas, who ordered that Francisco should be in- 
stantly executed. He was acoordin^y, on the same night, 
taken from his bed, and, being unaHe to walk, carried to the 
coral, seated upon the bloody bench, and there shot. 

On the following day, the Senora Masa, who had not been 
killed, as was reported, petitioned that she might receive the 
body of her husband, not yet knowing of the death of her 
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«on ; but this was denied, and the two bodies, placed in a 
public cart, were cmiveyed to the Plaza del Retuo. 

That the governor was the indirect assassin of President 
Masa, we have, indeed, no certain proof ; yet if he were not 
ik>, why was the foul act permitted to sleep wi&ont inresti- 
gation? Why was the ' president's house assaulted by the 
troops ? Why was his son arrested, and shot like a criminal 
on the same night ? And why was the capital surrounded 
by Rosas' legions, at the moment of the assassination ? The 
act was so glaringly his^ that all, with one accord, unheeita- 
tingly marked him as the perpetrator, nor did he, that I ever 
learned, venture upon a denial of the general charge. Again, 
if it was not his act, who was the perpeti ^r ? Masa was 
imiverttally beloved by the whole mass of the people, while, 
on the contrary, he had made himself obnoxious to Rosas by 
his efibrts to lessen the executive power ; and as the latter 
was known to stop at nothing where that power was threat- 
ened, public opinion at once fixed upon him that terr9>le deed 
of policy, which was calculated at the s^me time to remove 
an opponent, and place an awful example before the other 
membets of the house. To doubt his instruraentali^ in this 
murdmr would be to doubt that the sun is the source of light. 
There is no room fbr doubt. 

In witnessing) or rather in revealing the manner of the as- 
sassination of President Masa, the secretary who did witness 
it committed a crime not to be ibrgiven, and found it neces* 
sary to flee the country, and take refuge in Montevideo for 
the preservation of his own life. 

The greedy appetite of terror seemed now insatiable, and 
the fiend laj^ed his food with a gusto that was horrible. 
Public scenes of blood became of daily occurrence, and the 
number of victims slain in the coral, which was situated in 
the CaUe Ckacahttca, cannot be told. The method of execu- 
tion with the musket was, however, laid aside, because the 
tales they told by their reports had grown so numerous^ aiMl 
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oo grattng to the jmbKc ear, as to create an apfurehemion of 
an unfavorable effect upon the pnl^ic mind, and in its stead 
was substituted the blade of a keen knife, wielded by a sav- 
age of the pampas. 

Among the bloody occurrences that were of public noto- 
fiety, was that of two friends who were brought piisoners 
from ^e southern part of the province. Rosas had directed 
bis officers in that quarter to arrest all whom they might sus- 
pect as being concerned in the late revolt, and send them to 
the city. The sight of prisoners thus taken and cmidueted 
in chains tlurough the streets to prison was of almost daily 
occurrence, and the two above mentioned were of the num- 
ber. They were respecti^le farmers ; both were condemned 
to death, but from some cause it was understood that Maade- 
ville, the British minister, interposed on behalf of one of them, 
and Rosas consented that his life should be spared on condi- 
tion that after the other had been beheaded, he should stand 
upon his knees for a space of two hours gazing all the tame 
upon the gory head of his friend ! The fearful terms were 
(sompHed with, and with a soldier upon either side, whose 
orders were to cut him down if he faltered or closed his eyes, 
the poor wretch passed the ordeal. 

Colcmel French, who, like myself, had retired from mnrice 
in the army, was residing with a large family at Busies 
Ayres, and during these troublous times he received a notice 
or an intimadon that he might expect a visit from the Mas- 
sorcas. The circumstance of this case, and others of a sim- 
ilar nature, led many to believe that the no^ce was given for 
the purpose of inducing flight, that thus they might ckAaiu a 
sort of tacit admission of offence, and thereby create an ap- 
parently tangible ground for the confiscation of the refugee's 
property, upon which they enriched themselves if he did 
escape, or for depriving him of life if he should be taken in 
the act of attempting to escape. 

Having received this iBtimation, CoL French and five 
26 
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oUier genlteaMn, wfaot like him, Ittd been marked as nettoM, 
determined, as the only means of preserving their lires, to 
flee from the city. They made arrangements fm a small 
boat to cross the flats on the following nig^t, and take them 
from the shore at a point near the house of the British min- 
ister ; and each having armed himself, they proceeded to the 
(dace of rendezvous. The night was not dark, and as their 
boat had not arrived, they concealed themselves from view un- 
der the shadow of the walls of Mandeville's house. With all 
their precaution, however, they were not unobserved ; every 
man had undoubtedly been watched, and when, at length, they 
were about to enter the boat, a band of some twenty of the 
Mtusorcus fell upon them, and began their work of butchery 
iqxm the spot. French, it is said, pleaded for his family, (hav- 
ing a wifo and seven children,) and on their behalf begged 
for hb life, h^ m the midst of his prayer his Uiroat was cut ; 
and as the crimson flood rushed from his body, his murderer 
exclaimed — 

" iSf e, here is the blood df a danmed Unitarian P* ^ - 
Every one of the party had his throat cut on the spot 
where ^ey were taken, and on the following day their bodies 
were exhibited in the public square ! 

Standing, on one occasion, at the Flaza del Rio, I saw a 
young man brought in prisoner. As usual with prisoners from 
the country, he was seated on a horse, his hand$ in shackles, 
and his guard behind him, on the same horse, holding the 
reins. The countenance of the youth wore an expression 
of almost childkh sorrow ; and as they removed him from 
^ horse, near where I stood, a feeling of sympathy, unlike 
that which I had felt for murdered manhood, thrilled through 
my mind. 

As they were about to remove him to the quartel, the guard 
said to him — 

" Young man, you had better take ofi* your shirt." 

'* I understand you," he replied, as he began to re- 
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voBffm his jacket ; *' you want it before tt is etaiaed with mj 
blood !" 

He &en deliberately took off his shirt, and handing it to 
t^ guurd, proceeded, with no clothing but his pantaloons, to 
the corals 

Many persons, for the preservation of their lives, had 
taken reinge on board the English and American vessek of 
war, then lying off the town. Once on board, they were as 
safe as though they had been upon the soil of either country. 
Their offences, if any, were pditical ; and as no officer would 
•end back a man to be executed for this, they could not be 
claimed by Rosas, except under a special treaty. This mode 
of escape had cost the dictator ao many victims, that he at 
jbogth protested against it to the commandants c^ the several 
squadrons ; and orders were by them issued, to the effect 
diat no officer slH>uld bring a citizen of the repine on board 
tl»ir vessels, under the peimlty of being cashiered. This or* 
der had the desired effect ; and, for some time, the gates of 
life were closed in that direction. One instance, however, 
eiMSie to my knowledge, wherein the order was disobeyed ; 
nd I regret that it is not in my power to give the name of 
the officer interested. It should be written in letters of gold / 
The circumstances are as foUows : 

A gentleman of wealth* succeeded in escaping the Mas*- 
sorea, some of whom were in search of him, and sought a 
place of refuge in the hotel where I lodged. He told the 
kuiy of the house the critical situation in which he wae 
placed ; and the lady, uncertain how to act, confided the mat- 
ter to me, and asked advice. I urged her by all means to . 

* Of the arrests made in the city, most of the victims wore men of 
wealth ; their prqierty heing, to all appearance, the moving object of the 
accusation. It was sometimes said, that when the governor wished to ob- 
tain the estate of an individual, he would first denounce him as a Unita- 
rian, and thus make a pretext for confiscation. The name of this, and 
many other hidividaals, I have concealed, for reasons Aat will be obvions. 
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project the msn, unless she wislied to hear soon of his away 
der, and he was accordingly concealed in the house. He 
was a man whom we all knew, and respected highly ; and 
l^ohably, had his c<mcealment been known to all in the houset 
among whom were seyeral American and British naval offi* 
cers, there was not one who would not cheerfully have lent 
their assistance, if it had been re<ptired, to screen him from 
his hunters. He had been several days in the house, whea 
it was whispered that the place of his concealment had, by 
some means, been made known ; and the good landlady, who 
now felt a deep interest in his welfare, again ajqplied to me^ 
for advice. 

** If he remains here^" she said, '* he wiE be found ; and 
if he leaves the house, I am afraid he will be recognised and 
arrested. What shall vre do V 

We together went to the gentleman's apartment, and found 
him in an agony of appreheni^on ; and after a Bhoit con- 
rersatieai, I could arrive, in my mind, at but one course that 
wouM ensure safety, and that was, to get him, if possible, on 
board one of the vessels in die harbor. It was (Hroposed tint 
we shoidd make an effort to that end ; and the lady, at obca 
concurring, 1^ the room in search of some officer to wh<Mn 
she should break the plan, and endeavor to enlist in its favor. 
We all knew the penalty, and we knew, too, that many had al- 
ready been denied die same means of escape ; but the life of 
this man was in the balance, and, when weighed against the 
commission (^ a naval officer, the latter seemed as a feather 
in the scale* 

In a few minutes the lady returned, brining an officer of 
the British navy ; and no sooner were they in the room, than 
she spread out our petition before him with all the eloquence 
of an earnest and heartfelt appeal. As soon as she had 
ended, the object of our sympathies seized the officer by 
the hand, exclaiming — 

" For God's sake, for my wife's sake, for the sake of my 
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ckB^breQ, seiof , sare n^ life ! Sare mo, or I nnnt die Mi 
night !" 

The officer was deeply mored. For a moment he made 
no reply ; then, in a despairing voice, he said — 

<^ How can I do thb ? It is impossible, my friends ; it 
would disgrace me forever !" 

'* Oh, no ! it is not impossiUe \" exclaimed the proscribed 
man, actually fetUing upon his knees. '* Yon c&n save me^ 
8enc»r ! you can save me ! Do not, then, I pray you, do not 
give me to these bloodlM)unds ! They will murder me ! they 
will murder me !" 

The officer was evidently undecided. He walked to and 
fro across the room, and seemed greatly agitated. 

" Can you hesitate, sir ?" said I, speiddng in the English 
language. <* Remember, there is no disgrace in the per- 
fiHrraance of a noble action ; and if you deny our request, you 
will be accounted this man's murderer /" 

*' Ob, do not say that !" he exclaimed ; '* give me half an 
hour to collect my thoughts, and I will answer you P 

Saying this, he went to his own room ; wad dunng the 
tedious interval of about half an hour, that mui was seen 
upon his knees, engaged in fervent prayer. He returned at 
length, and said — 

** My mind is now composed. I have determined to grant 
your request ; come to my room." 

The gendeman and myself followed him to his apartment, 
where he produced a uniform ; and borrowing a cap from one 
of his companions, our friend was soon equipped in a dress 
that w(Hild have deceived even Rosas himself. A pair of 
green spectacles was added to the disguise ; and thus equip- 
ped, the two, in company with others, set out just at dusk for 
the tnoky where the officers usually kept a boat in attendance. 
The boat was there. The officer, with our disguised friend, 
stepped on board, brushing even against the elbows of the 
gvard. We bade them good*night, the boat pushed off, and 

26* 
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ik» doomed nuui wm Mfe f A shudder ran tkrougii my ftame, 
.jLB I saw him gliding as it were from the yery jaws of death ; 
then came a cheerful sensation, and we returned to our hotel 
in better spirits than when we had left it. 

On the same night that house was searched for the refu- 
gee ; and on the following morning, the noble-hearted man, 
who had come forward at the moment of a fellow-creature's 
greatest need, resigned his commission in the British navy. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

Treaty with France — ^Remoral of the Blockade— Inyaiion of iht Banda 
Oriental — Rivera's Resistance — Commodore Coe called into the Ser- 
vice, and supplanted by Garribaldi, an Italian — Intervention of Eng- 
land and France — Importance of the Banda Oriental — Rosas and his 
Representatives — Summary of Victims — ^Remarks on the Political Con- 
dtticm of the Country — Return to the United States. 

Rosas made repeated efforts at negotiation with the French, 
but wi^out success, when at length it was rumored that a 
war between France and England was anticipated, and it was 
understood that the French government had directed admi- 
nds Blanch and Duport^ to make the best arrangement in 
^heir power with the Argentine Republic, and return with 
their squadron to France. Be that as it may, new negc^ia- 
tions were opened, and, after two weeks of diplomacy, a 
treaty was agreed upon, by which the French government 
obtsdned the same terms of intercourse, commercial and oth- 
erwise, as those of the most favored nations then holding re- 
bitions with the Argentine. The blockade was removed, and 
trade once more revived. 

Oribe, having quieted the upper provinces, and established 
there a sufficient power with trusty ofi^ers, was hintself re- 
called by Rosas, in the y^ar 1840, to Buenos Ayres, and the 
two set immediately to work in framing an expedition against 
the Banda Oriental. Admiral Brown, of the Argentine navy, 
had, since the flight of Oribe from Montevideo, been compar- 
atively idle, as had also the navy of the Banda Oriental ; but, 
at the services of the former were now necessary to act in 
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co-operation witk Oribe, the admiral again commenced {Nr^p- 
arations for active duty. President Rivera also began his 
preparations for defence by land and water, and immediately 
made overtores to an officer by the name of Coe, who had 
before served, I think, under Admiral Brown, and distin- 
guished himself in the service of the Argentine. This gen- 
tleman was a native of New Jersey, in the United States, 
devotedly attached to the cause of freedom, and as brave a 
man as ever mounted a quarter-deck. He, like n^self, had 
withdrawn«from public life during the civil dissensions of the 
country, and, having previously married into one of the best 
families of the republic, retired to a splendid estate in the 
jHTOvince of Entre Rios, at which place he resided when . ap- 
plied to by Rivera, who tendered to him the rank of conuno- 
dcMre in the little navy oi the Banda Oriental. The offer was 
accepted, ^nd Commodore Coe entered upon his duties. 
Here commenced the crusade against Montevideo, which has 
c<»itinued up to the present time, (1846,) and to suppreBs 
which' the powers of Great Britain and France have been 
called into the field in compliance with the guarantee given 
by those governments en the establishment of the iii^pen- 
deuice of the Banda Oriental in the year 1828. 

Oribe advanced with a strong force, crossing the Rio Pa- 
rana into Entre Rios, and thence into the Banda Oriental, 
subduing tiiie little towns on his way, and laying them under 
G<Hitribution. Rivera, on hearing of his progress, went him- 
self into campaign, leaving the city to the protection of its 
Wi^s* and militia ; and although he has never, with his little 
power, been able to destroy or drive off an enemy, who* has 
received constant supplies and reinforcements from the other 
side of La Plata, he has continued to hold him at bay, and 
has thus far sustained the independence of the country. 

The only plea made use of by Rosas and Oribe, in their 

* Thd city of Montevideo m enclosed with waUs. 
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attesqpt to ji»^fy their act of inyatfiofl, was, that Onbe hay- 
ing Taeated the c^ce of president prior to the expiratioa of 
his legal term of c^ce, imght legally claim the right to finish 
Ms term at any future time. A plea so absi^d is scarce 
worthy of note, and altogether unworthy of commit. Their 
^tedor object is to gain possession of the country, and attach 
it as a pronnce to the Argentine. 

While Rivera was tluis engaged with Oribe on shore. 
Commodore Coe was at the same time busy with his navy in 
checking the advances of Admiral Brown, and the latter found 
in the native of North America, the first man that had been 
tan^y snccessful in such an enterprise. But a new character 
now steps upon the field of action in the person of Senbr 
Cranribaldi, an Itidian.* Fnnn some motives, which I shaU 
Bot question^ the friends of this man set to work an influence 
with the view of supplanting Coe in the command of the navy^ 
wad placing Garribaldi in his stead ; and after a long series of 
intrigues, during the absence of the commodore, aided by the 
eircumi^nce of the loss of a gun brig belonging to the squad- 
ron, they finally succeeded in their object. 

Commodore Coe retired on an intimation of the govern- 
ment to that effect, and Garribaldi lock command of the fleet, 
which post he has since held with credit and effect. No 
charges were preferred against Coe, nor did he resign ; but, 
by a method peculiar to the South American governments, he 
was allowed to put his commission in his pocket, and retire 
fmm the command. 

A glance at the map of those cotmtries will show to the 
reader the importance of the possession of the Banda Oriental 
to Rosas. The entire territory of that country covers an 
area not larger than the single province of Buenos Ayres. 
It is bounded for several hundred miles on the north by a 
territory of the Argentine called Missiones, and for a like 
distance on the west by the province of Entre Rios, from 
which it is divided by the river Uruguay. It commands the 
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whole of the Rio de la Hftta, opposite BuettoS Ayres, and is 
bounded by that rirer on its southern line, while the Atlaiilic 
Ocean forms its boundary on the east, thus giving it advui- 
tages for commerce superior to Buenos Ayres itself. By the 
union of this country with the Argentine, Rosas would hold 
possession of both sides of the Plata, besides securing a piece 
of territory more valuable than any now in the republic. He 
would also break down ^e commercial competition now ex- 
isting between the two countries, and enlarge the area of h» 
power. 

A union with the Argentine, or any other goyemmeat sun- 
der a libeial constitution, would undoubtedly be acceptable lo 
the people of the Bands Oriental ; but while Rosas h^ds 
power it can never be attached to the Afgentine except by 
force ; and it is to be hoped, for the cause of humanity^ that 
ilie English and French governments will not cease their in- 
terference until the country is made secure from his perseou* 
tion. 

It is an annual custom of Rosas to send in his resignatioii 
to the House of Representatives ; but when the reader has been 
made acquainted with the character of that body, as connect- 
ed with the governor, they will be at no loss to discover why 
it is diat the resignation of one so obnoxious to the peofrfe 
has not long ago been accepted, and the scourge of their 
peace driven into retirement. This body bears oniy^ the 
name of a *' representation," a word that is sacred in the 
mind of a true republican, because it carries with it a seeoi- 
ing evidence that the people are free, and that their united 
voice is heard through representatives chosen by themselves; 
Here, however, the word becomes (to use a law phrase) a 
misn&rMr, These men are not the representatives of the 
people ; ^ey are not chosen by Uie people, they have no 
S3rmpathies with the people. Not an individual enters that 
body who has not been chosen directly, either by Rosas or his 
emissaries, and they are too often men as guilty in the ab- 



THB AROSNTINE REPUBLIC. 311 

' straet as himself. They know that in his downfall their own 
'ittvst follow ; they know that on his withdrawal the popular 
action would instantly be directed towards themselves; 
hence they dare not accept his resigaation. But there is 
another cogent reason, why his resignation is not accepted. 
The men called representatives know, as does the whole 
* country, that these exhibitioas of a modest disposition to re- 
tire into private life are made for the purpose of producing an 
•ffect abroad, and with no serious intention to leave the (ordu- 
cus duties of the government ; and the man who should vote 
to accept such resignation would do so, in all probability, at 
the cost of his head. Hence, again, they dare not accept his 
Tosignation. There is a double charm operating upon them ; 
their interests are wedded, and combined, and entangled, to 
-auch a degree, that to withdraw a link from the chain that 
holds them together would be to throw the whole mass of 
corruption open to the world, and eventuate in their individual 
ruin. Let the master-spirit be taken away, and the people 
would trample upon the remaining porUons of the despotic 
falmc, for there is not one among them that could fill his 
place. There is not a spirit in his train, combining alike the 
energy of mind, the firmness of purpose, the subtlety and 
eruehy essential to the character of a successful despot : be- 
sides which, the very name of Rosas acts of itself as a tdis- 
man with the minions of his power ; and that once removed, 
it would be impossible to conceiitrate the same degree of in- 
fluence in any other. 

These documents called " resignations" are always filled 
with protestations of attachment for La RepttbUcay and with 
high-seasoned appeals to the representatives to relieve him 
from the further responsibilities which devolve upon him in 
the arduous duties of his office ; and the answers are equally 
filled with hyperbolical acknowledgments of his lofty virtue 
and patriotism, and universally close with a persuasive assu- 
Tance that La RepuhHca cannot at the present time eonsent t6 
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part with his important and valuable services. Thus Ae 
world is deceived, and thus the people of the Argentine aiie 
compelled to live on from year to year with nothing left for 
their country but hope. 

As illustrative of the estimation in which the dictator was 
held, even by those who were guests in his owniiouse, I will 
state a little incident that beca|pe notorious after its occurs- 
rence. 

A f<»reign gentleman of distinction and literary attainmei^ 
who had for some time witnessed the artful and despotic 
course of Rosas, was one day at the house of the latter, wl^ 
requested that he woidd furnish a motto for his coat of arms. 
The gentleman hesitated a raoinent, and then replied widi 
firmness, " Senor, as you desire that I should give you i^ 
ai^opriate motto, I will recommend these words, ' No hh 
bio malf HO obro hueno^ " (I speak nothing bad, I do nothing 
good,) or in plainer English^ " I have a smooth tongue, but 
it is deceitful." 

The indignation as well as the astonishment of Rosas was 
naturally excited on die instant, and, with a voice akaoM 
«h(^d with rage, he, on the spot, ordered the gentleman to 
^t the country within twenty-four hours. 

The statements presented in this work may perhaps ap- 
pear to the general reader as mysterious and incomprehensi- 
ble. I know it will be difficult for him to realixe these atro- 
cities ; yet I have not only told nothing but the truth, h\A 
what has been told affords only a clew to the actual h<H'rors 
committed. I have, as a general feature, confined my state- 
ments to occurrences that fell tmder my own knowledge, and 
of these I have recorded but few ; hence the facts that I have 
given serve only as examples in the terrible account. 

In a pamphlet, published by Don Jos6 Rivera Indarte at 
Montevideo, in the year 1843, a table is shown ccmtainingthe 
names of the principal victims of Rosas' policy, together with 
the manner of their several deaths ; and to that table is ap- 
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pefided tlie foUowing summary of persoire who died for opin- 
kin's sake alone, riz. 

Poisoned 4 

Throats cut . . - . 3,755 

Shot 1,393 

Assassinated .... 722 



Total ... - 5,884 

Add to this the number killed in battle, and 
the number executed by military or- 
ders, at a very moderate computation, 16,520 



and we find, by this statement, a grand total of 22,404 victims 
to the sanguine propensities of this man Rosas, who still 
Ihres and governs a portion of the American continent, and 
with whom the civilized nations of the earth are on terms of 
recipfoeity and peace. 
We may well exclaim — 

" Can Buch things be, 
And overcome us tike a summer's cloud. 
Without our special wonder ?" 

We may welF look, too, for incredulity on the part of those 
who, living under the blessings of good government, have 
never dreamed that such things can be. If, however, they 
will not believe the statements already given from the pam- 
phlet of Senor Indaret, how can another expect credence 
when he declares that statement to be entirely within the 
limits of a just computation. The author of that pamphlet 
seems not to have been familiar with the scenes of the inte* 
rior; he has not taken into the account the expedition of 
Quiroga through the internal provinces, who murdered as he 
went, and who in the province of Tucuman alone shot fifteen 
hundred prisoners* He has not taken into the account the 

* Five hundred of theie were shot in the cit^, 
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massacre of about two hundred cmd Jifty men, while sleeping 
near the Tablada at Cordova, nor the execution of about Gf^ 
hundred and forty prisoners by shooting them immediately 
afler the battle. Nor has he recorded the train of murders 
that marked the steps of Oribe through the upper province*. 
Yet all these are but the results of the singular and bloody 
policy of that one man ; they are a part and parcel of that 
great account, which he must answer before a tribunal whose 
judgment cannot err. 

Rosas is a man of most acute and subtle perception. He 
seems to understand the weakness of man's nature, and has 
made it his study to play upon that weakness in whatever 
form it might present itself. In his interccmrse with the rep* 
resentatives of foreign powers, he has contrived to persuade 
them that his course is justifiable, or if he has not convinced 
them to that effect, he has so managed as to prevent their in- 
terference with the affairs of his interirtil policy. He tells thena 
that the people are not fitted for self-government; that nothing 
but the bloody and iron rule can sway them ; and when they wit- 
ness his assaults upon what he calls conspiracies against the 
government, and see the carnage which follows his footsteps, 
they are led away upon a false issue, and (to place a most 
generous construction upon their acts) believe what he says. 
Now, this is occupying a false position from the beginning. 
In the first place, the people are fitted for self-government, 
but through the acts of Rosas and his minions, as also those 
of the few ambitious demagogues of the country, their confi- 
dence has been so shaken in their rulers that perhaps noth- 
ing but a revolution by force of arms, the annihilation of that 
spirit of oppression which has so long betrayed them, and a 
long season of experience under good rulers, can so far re- 
establish public confidence as to make them feel perfectly at 
ease. The policy of the present governor of Buenos Ayres 
has turned back the wheels of civilization. The people's 
minds have been poisoried, and the antidote, however well 
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calculated to effect a cure, must be slow and steady in its 
application. In the second place, the strong hand has been 
put forth, not for the purpose of keeping the people to their 
allegiance, but to keep in power a man who had forfeited 
their confidence ; for although the fundamental organization 
of the government was wrong, placing as it did a dictator in- 
stead of a popular president at the head of the confederacy ; 
even that would have been tolerated, had he not assumed 
powers not delegated to him, and abused those that were le- 
gally placed in his hands. It was against this that the peo- 
ple raised their voice, and it has been to sustain this that 
Rosas has applied the iron and the bloody rule. 

In order to know a people it is necessary to go among 
them. The representatives of foreign powers seldom go 
beyond the province of Buenos Ayrea ; the same may be 
said of the few tourists who may have visited the country ; or 
if they have, in any inst^mce, gone further, they have made 
but a rapid transit, and usually applied their inquiries and 
observations to the physical peculiarities of the country. Are 
these men qualified to judge of the political feelings or the 
mental and moral qualities of a people ? Can they read at a 
glance the characteristics, or learn the wants, burdens, attach- 
ments, and prejudices of a whole nation, a nation, too, that 
has been distracted and made discordant through the wickei 
machinations of bad rulers ? If they have found the country 
disturbed ; if they have found men with arms in their hands ; 
if they have found disquiet and dread pervading the masses, 
they have inquired no further, they have never looked for the 
cause of all this, but, taking it for granted that these men were 
(to use a vulgar phrase) " rough customers," have returned 
to Buenos Ayres with their minds prepared for any misrep- 
resentation that the emissaries of the dictator might be anx- 
ious to pour into their ears. 

Whatever may be the habits or intellectual endowments of 
a people, it were preposterous to suppose th^t they could be 
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peaceful and happy, when so misgoverned as this people is, 
and has long been ; and if it were possible to imagine that 
the United States of North America could be placed in a sim- 
ilar attitude of government, it would be equally possible to 
imagine that the same discordant elements would there arise. 

The only two papers published in Buenos Ayres are under 
the direct surveillance of Rosas. One is entitled the " Gaceta 
Mercantil," the other the " British Packet f and akhongh the 
latter name would seem to imply an independent position on 
the part of the paper, it is, equally with the other, his organ, 
and no editor of either would dare insert a paragraph that 
should in any manner reflect unfavorably upon his actions. 

Thus, it will be perceived, that all things are combined to 
conceal from the world the true condition of that beautiful 
and naturally interesting country, and I feel that in making 
these statements, I do but perform a duty in the cause of 
humanity towards a people suffering under all the worst evils 
of a cruel despotism. Let the evil genius that has so long 
presided over them be removed, with all his train of sati^l- 
lites ; give them a constitutional form of government similar 
to our own ; place at their head some competent and worthy 
native of their country, who has gained experience in the 
theory of republics abroad, or even the patriotic Paz, now in 
arms in the cause of freedom ; and that country will ere long 
exhibit to the world its invaluable resources. 

A few months after the removal of the blockade, and in the 
early part of the year 1841, I determined on quitting the 
scene of horrors that were still enacting, and took passage, 
with my eldest boy, on board a vessel under the command of 
Capt. Wilson, bound for Boston. We arrived safely at that 
port, and in a few days more I again set foot in my native 
city, after an absence of about twenty-five years. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

GENERA^i REMARKS ON THE COUNTRY AND ITS CHARAC- 
TERISTICS. 

Iloalthy Atmosphere of Buenos Ayrea — ^The Pampas — The Provinces, and 
their Products — Habits of the People-— Mode of brewing Chichi, in Tarija 
—The Host— Markets, &c. 

The words " Buenos Ayres," which, literally translated, 
signify Good Airs, or, as we would say in English, WhoU- 
some Atmosphere, form perhaps as appropriate and significant 
an appellation, as could have been given to that part of the 
country lying on the Rio de la Plata. The atmosphere of 
the country is generally perfectly free from all miasmatic 
quality, and is so pure, that dead flesh of all kinds, when left 
in the sun, will invariably dry up instead of putrefying. In 
this manner jerked beef is prepared for exportation ; the beef 
being first cut into slices, and then hung (without salt) upon 
a line, exposed to the hot rays of the sun. ^f he juices are 
evaporated, and the solid left as perfectly sweet and whole- 
some, as when prepared in the usual wa^of smoking. I have 
seen the bodies of men slain in battle, as also those of horses, 
so preserved, when left exposed upon the ground ; each pre- 
senting a hard, dry, and shrunken mass, apparently as imper- 
ishable as the embalmed bodies of Egypt. 

During our campaigns it was a very common thing for offi- 
cers and men to make what was called Bottes de patre, a kind 
of boot, made from the skin drawn from the leg of a young 
horse. This was manufactured by alternate drying, and rub- 

27* 



318 CIVIL WARS OP 

bing between the hands until the texture became soft, {liable, 
and dry ; and this, without any process of tanning, or other 
means of preservation, when ready for use, was worn under 
the pantaloons, the lower aperture being sewed up, leaving 
only room sufficient for the toes to pass through and rest in 
the stirrup. ~ It was often the case, however, that we had no 
other covering than this for our limbs ; and on our marches 
through the long harsh grass of the pampas, it was perhaps 
the best covering that could be used. TMs grass often grows 
to the height of eight feet, so as almost to conceal both horse 
and rider, and is frequently so heavy as to present a serious 
obstacle to one's progress. 

During the dry season, many parts of these broad plains 
change their aspect entirely. The long grass becomes wilted, 
and, with the continuance of scorching heat, so dried and 
friable, as to be driven into dust by the winds ; the earth is 
thus laid bare, and, as if suffering with thirst, opens a thou- 
sand mouths for water. By the contraction of soil, occasioned 
by heat and evaporation, it is broken into long, deep crevices, 
wide enough to receive the leg of a horse, and from which 
many a good steed has been lifted with a broken limb. 

Many of the various provinces are peculiar for their natu- 
ral products ; as Cordova, for its wool ; being of heavy 
fleece, fine texture, and free from burrs. This province also 
supplies, for exportation, immense quantities of goat-skins. 
Tucuman is celebrated for its extensive tanneries ; owing to 
the convenience of certain barks which are used in the pro- 
cess of tanning, ana which grow abundantly in the province. 
The upper or northern part of the province of Salta, (which 
has latterly been converted into a new province, named Jujuy,) 
near Tarija, is employed in the culture of the sugar-cane, 
and the manufacture of sugar. At the towns of Ladesma 
and San Pedro, are extensive sugar factories. Here the 
climate is excessively hot ; owing parUy to its latitude, and 
partly to the fact that the country, for some distance, lies be- 
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tween ranges of mouatains upon three sides, forming a piece 
of flat territory of a triangnlar shape. In this territory lies 
Oran, of which I have before spoken, as peculiar for the di- 
minutive stature of its people ; and it is in this region that 
the imniense wens^ of which I have before spoken, abound. 
The southern and more mountainous region of the same 
province, furnishes the skins of the chinchilla ; while the 
adjoining and more southern province of Santiago, being Bat, 
and interspersed with lakes and rivers, aflfords, in abundance, 
the valuable fur of the nutria^ so highly esteemed in the 
manufacture of hats. The province of Rioja is little more 
than a mass of mountains, and is mostly peculiar for the sil- 
ver mines with which it abounds. The province of Cata- 
marca, while it affords at present no peculiar staple, is as 
well adapted, in soil and climate, to the growth of cotton, as 
any portion of the world ; but in consequence of its remote- 
ness from the seaboard, and the imperfect means of trans- 
portation, its resources are, in that respect, at present una- 
vailable. The herb oregano^ or wild marjoram, grows in 
several of the provinces, particularly in the eastern, and in 
Paraguay. It is from this plant, which grows profusely on 
the western territory of North America, that the name Oregon 
is derived. 

Salt springs and lakes are found in many parts of the 
country. In the provinces of Salta and Tucuman, the salt is 
manufactured into large cakes, measuring about three feet 
square and eight inches thick. Two of these cakes, slung, 
one upon each side, make a back-load for a mule ; and in 
that way they are carried to various parts of the country. 
The farmers make use of them to entice and domesticate 
cattle ; but, instead of giving them ground salt, as our farmers 
do, two or three of the cakes are placed upon the ground in 
their corals, and the animals approach and lick them at their 
pleasure. 

Country people of the interior generally live in the rudest 
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manner. The luxury of a bed, or even a cot, is seldom 
known to them, their couches being generally made of hides 
spread upon the floor. Every farmer's house has its coral, 
into which the cattle are driven, and shut up a short time, 
every morning, for the purpose of domesticating them ; at 
other times they are permitted to range at large, and seek 
their own subsistence. 

A farmer's wealth is estimated by the number of heads oi 
cattle that he owns ; and he who has less than about three 
hundred, is accounted a poor man. Some of them claim 
proprietorship over even sixty thousand, including horses, 
sheep, &c. ; the value of which Varies according to circum- 
stances : the following being about the maximum and mini- 
mum rates, viz. for an ox, from two to eight dollars ; a horse, 
from three to twelve dollars ; a sheep, from one shilling to 
four shillings ; and for a goat, from three to seven shillings. 

The hospitality of the country people is unbounded. 
Whether in health or in sickness, the traveller is always 
welcome to their houses and board ; and they would as soon 
think of charging for a cup of water, as for a meal of 
victuals, or a night's lodging. Even among the poorest, the 
custom of presenting matk to a stranger or visitor, is as 
common as with the rich. It is a kind of national beverage, 
and takes the place, not ohly of tea, but also of stronger 
drinks. So temperate are they, that I can almost say I 
never saw a native of the country intoxicated. On entering 
a house, the stranger always pronounces the religious salu- 
tation, " Am Maria" to which the inmate responds with 
^^ para siempre." 

There are still to be seen, among the habits of the people, 
many remnants of the old Spanish customs and feeling. 
The same jealous trait of character is observable ; and the 
young ladies of the republic, if they are not actually under 
the surveillance of a dueha, are, nevertheless, subjected to a 
watchfulness equally as rigid and constraining, on the part of 
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their anxious mothers. No youug woman is allowed to walk 
out except in company with her mother, or some other anti- 
quated member of the family^ who shall serve as a sentinel 
upon her acts, and make sure that she holds no treasonable 
conversation with the gallants of her own age. I have often 
been amused with witnessing a little family procession, com- 
posed of a mother, daughter, and servant, on their way to 
mass. First, the prim young lady moves along, with a step 
which would seem to indicate that her path was paved with a 
friable material, liable to injury from the weight of her deli- 
cate and fairy-like foot ; her head bent forward, almost in the 
attitude of devotion ; while, from her sparkling black eyes, a 
kind of mischievous scrutiny and playful glance steals ob- 
liquely from beneath the silken fringes that curtain them. 
Next, following in her rear, comes the mother, with head and 
form erect, and her dignity marred only by the mipcing step 
of prudish affectation. She walks behind, that she may 
have a more unobstructed and general observance of what is 
passing, and a more direct supervision of the demeanor and 
bearing of her daughter ; and any detected infringement of 
the strait-laced rules of ^hat she deems modest propriety, is 
sure to be rebuked on the spot, and also made the subject of 
a severe lecture when they have reached home again. Next 
in the train comes the femal« servant, carrying on her arm 
the richly embroidered and neatly folded alfombra, (a kind 
of rug, used when at prayer ;) and thus the trio proceed, in 
single file f noiselessly, and with scarce any nK>tion, save the 
small, short steps, which they adapt to the necessity of loeo- 
motion, until they arrive at the church. The alfmbra is then 
sprefad by the servant upon the ground ; and the mother and 
daughter, kneeling thereon, unite, side by side, in prayer, 
while thQ servant kneels behind them. 

I have before spoken of the Host, or, as it is more com- 
monly named, the Holy Host. This is a terra applied, by the 
Roman Catholic Church, to the bread and wine, under the 
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form of which they beliere that the body and biood of the 
Saviour is present. In Catholic coantries, these consecrated 
materials are carried in procession tbrough the streets with 
great ceremony, upon any occasion where the administration 
of extreme unction is required by the friends of a dying per- 
son. It is con^quently liable to be called into requisition at 
all hours of day or ni^t ; and whererer it appears, all in the 
vicinity are required to fall upon their knees, and remain in 
that posture until it has passed. Its approach is announced 
4)y the ringing of a bell ; and whether in the street or in a 
house, whatever may be the employment at the moment, all 
must suspend their occupation, and contribute at .least the 
semblance of devotion, by assuming the attitude of prayer. 
I have been at the theatre, when, in ^e midst of a comic 
scene, the approach of the Host being announced, xh^ actors 
have paused in their parts, and botb audience and actors 
kneeled in their places, until the sacred procession had gone 
by ; after which the sports of the exhibition were instantly 
renewed. The reader will probably remember the instance 
of my own imprisonment and suffering at Jujuy, for inadvert- 
ently omitting to confbrm to this external rite. 

In a former part of this work I mentioned hastily the cir- 
cumstance of the Chirivione Indians making and using the 
beverage called chichi. Their method of brewing the liquoi 
was by roasting the maize, mmstening it with water, and then 
by exposing it to the heat of the sun, producing fermentation. 
The country people of Tarija, through whose hamlets we 
passed, used the same beverage, manufactured, however, in 
a very different manner. Like the Chiriviones, they first 
roasted their corn ; but civilization, or chance, or something 
else, had taught them that the process of fermentation migbt 
be accelerated by artificial means — to wit, by breaking the 
com into small particles, and mixing it with a fluid, whose 
chemical properties would hasten the desired result. To at- 
tain this end, the shells of two gourds were brought into re- 
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quisitton ; the first was filled with the toasted cam, the other 
w^ will suppose «mpty, and the process of muchiando com- 
mences as follows. The women of the house from time to 
time take from the first gourd a few- grains of the com, and 
put them in their mouths ; these are " munched, and munched, 
and munched," between the teeth, until the whole are re- 
duced to a soft mixture of corn and^ saliva, which is then 
▼oided into the other gourd, and thus the process is repeated, 
at the convenience of the operators, until the reoej^cle is 
filled with a pulpy mass. It is then set aside, and fermenta- 
tion rapidly ensues; after which it is poured into a larger vessel, 
water is added in sufiicient quantity and well incorporated ; the 
ingredients are then allowed to setde, the scum is taken off, and 
the beverage is ready for use. It is, perhaps, needless to say, 
that when made acquainted with the process of brewing, stran- 
gers generally decline using the liquor ; but those who have 
used it without this knowledge, have pronounced it excellent. 

The market-place of Buenos Ayres, and indeed of all the 
towns of the republic, is made the centre of all public re- 
joicings, public executions, and popular gatherings. It was 
in the market-place that Rosas hung the bodies of many of 
his victims ; sometimes decorating them, in mockery, with 
ribands of the Unitarian color, (blue ;) and even attaching to 
the corses, labels, on which were inscribed the revolting words, 
*^ Beef with the hideJ" It was not my object, however, to re- 
vert, in this place, to such scenes ; I intended only to speak 
of the market-place as such ; but with the very name, arose 
reminiscences which my pen inadvertently caught hold of and 
recorded. 

The market of Buenos Ayres is well stocked with fresh 
provisions, of almost every kind ; and is managed by most 
salutary regulations. Game of various kinds is abundant ; 
and you will see daily, wild ducks and partridges in piles five 
or six feet high, and for sale at twenty-five cents per dozen* 
The finest beef is sold at from twenty-five to forty cents the 
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aroboj (tweaty^five pounds*) Fisk of vanous kinds is abun* 
dant ; none of which is permitted to be sold, after six or 
eight hours from the time that they are caught. They are 
never allowed to grow sickly by being kept in cars ; and the 
stock left on hand at the close of market hours, is wheeled 
back to the viTer, and, dead or alive, throwiB again into the 
water. 

The many natural re^rces of comfort and wealth to be 
found in the Argentine country^ render it a d^irable place of 
residence. Its variety of climate, its numerous and long^ 
rivers, its fertility of soil and natural fruits, its myriads of 
wild cattle and horses, its mineral products, apd its conveni- 
ence to the two great oceans of the world, give it advantages 
that, under a well-regulated free goverliment — a government 
that would lay open, instead of chaining up, itf resources — 
cannot, perhaps, be surpassed by any location upon -earth. 

The -exploration of the River VermeJQj by Don Pablo Soria, 
shows that a direct water communication maybe had, from 
the Atlantic Ocean into the northernmost provinces of the 
Argentine, and even into Bolivia ; the course lying up the 
Bio de la PlcUa to the Parana, thence through the Vermejo to 
Oran, and by the Rio Tari^a into the southern provinces of 
Peru, or Bolivia ; thus pre&^ting a convenient and economical 
outlet for the immense amount of the products of the interior ; 
as wool, cotton, sugar, leather, hides, and furs ; besides the 
mineral resources of the country, which as yet are but slight- 
ly known. 



THE END. 



IW 






ft 

r 



